
                             WORKSHOP 

                         OCTOBER 24, 1994 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular Workshop on Monday, October 24, 1994, at 8: 30 A.M., in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Vice-Ch airman Sam Pridgen, 

Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner Johnni e Moore, and Commissioner 

Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  Chairman Porter was absent due to attending a meeting 

in Tallahassee.  The Board's Administrative Supervi sor, Mr. Ronnie E. Bell, 

was also present. 

 Vice-Chairman Pridgen opened the Workshop for disc ussion. 

 Mr. Don Stiller, resident of Portland, appeared be fore the Board to ask 

questions regarding the Grievance Committee.  Mr. S tiller asked how the 

members were selected.  Mr. Stiller was informed th at at the present time 

each County Commissioner appoints a member to serve .  Mr. Stiller stated that 

the determination for termination was made on one e mployee's word against 

Chad Stiller's.  Mr. Stiller will be at the Board M eeting tomorrow to discuss 

the issue further. 

 Mr. Lloyd Thompson, resident of the Liberty Commun ity in District 3, 

appeared before the Board to discuss a drainage pro blem.  Mr. Thompson stated 

that the heavy rains have caused silt to drain into  his pond.  Mr. Thompson 

stated that he fells the pipes being installed are not helpful.  Mr. Thompson 

asked that the County stop diverting the water onto  his property. 

 Annette Howell, of Medical Transport, appeared bef ore the Board to 

request a Certificate of Need and Necessity for non -emergency ambulance 

transports.  The Board agreed to place the request on the consent agenda for 

approval.  The service will begin on January 1, 199 5. 

 Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Superviso r, requested that the 

Board require Avalon Beach Estates and Neighborhood  of Cribe to receive 

approval from the Architectural Review Board prior to obtaining a building 

permit.  The Board agreed to place this item on the  consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Williams advised that a Public Hearing will b e held on November 

29, 1994, to consider changing the requirements tha t the 5% fee on 

developments be used for recreational use only and allow improvements on 

roads as well.  

 Mrs. Williams advised that during the Regular Meet ing Tuesday, at 10:30 
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A.M., appeals will be presented on Lakeplace at Gra yton and a Bed and 

Breakfast by Ray and Joan Robins. 

 Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised the Board that the 

Department of Corrections has refused to allow Walt on County to tie into 

their waste water treatment facility.  The County h as two options:  install a 

tank that will hold the waste, or construct a leach ate pond.  The method 

chosen must be approved by the Department of Enviro nmental Protection. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a bid opening schedu led for 9:00 this 

morning. 

 Mr. Bell advised that one bid was received for Bid  #94-118/paving of 

Highland Drive.  The bid was from Couch Constructio n Company in the amount of 

$21,900.00.  Commissioner Cuchens requested that th e bid be awarded to Couch 

Construction Company and placed on the consent agen da. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Tom Jennings, Cha irman of the 

Grievance Committee, recommending that the dismissa l of Chad Stiller be 

upheld. 

 Mr. Bell distributed copies of a proposed safety p rogram to the Board 

for review.  Commissioner Harris suggested to submi t copies to each elected 

official and to schedule a Workshop for November 7,  1994 to discuss the plan. 

 Mr. Bell advised that confirmation was received fo r the Jacksonville 

HUD Office advising that Walton County would receiv e twenty-five additional 

Section 8 Housing Units. 

 Mr. Bell stated that he was contacted by Sally Mer rifield, Abbott and 

Andrews Realty, Inc., advising of a twenty acre par cel for sale adjoining an 

existing county clay pit.  The parcel is located in  District 3.  Commissioner 

Moore advised that he does not need an additional c lay pit. 

 Mr. Bell advised that Gordon Williams, Mosquito Co ntrol Director, will 

be retiring on December 31, 1994 and the Board will  need to advertise the 

position.  Discussion followed regarding the qualif ications needed to fill 

the position. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the Mossy Head Vol unteer Fire 

Department and the Liberty Fire Department held a m eeting and drafted a new 

map changing the boundary lines.  The Board reviewe d the map.  A list of the 

present Mossy Head/Oakwood Hills Fire Department Bo ard members and 

recommendations was presented to the Board for revi ew. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board that the DeFuniak Sprin gs Little League is 

in need of a five foot concrete culvert. 



                               3 

 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Joe Windrow, Orvi lle Beckford Ford, 

regarding two 1994 F350 trucks purchased for the am bulance service.  Mr. 

Windrow advised that the County over paid $2,755.00  per truck.  Commissioner 

Harris suggested that the $2,755.00 be refunded and  the Board advertise for 

bids on the warranties. 

 Commissioner Harris advised that District 1 will b e advertising for 

bids to sale the 1990 140G motor grader. 

 Commissioner Harris advised that District 1 will b e advertising for 

bids to purchase two 1995 pick-up trucks and one 19 95 twelve passenger van. 

 A request from John Standley  to extend his sick l eave pool was 

presented to the Board.  The Board agreed to place this item on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board received a letter from the Department of  Community Affairs 

regarding the Anti-Drug Grant.  This grant was appl ied for by the Sheriff's 

Department.  The grant was less than anticipated.  The Board instructed 

Ronnie Bell to verify that the Sheriff's Department  will be able to make up 

the difference from their approved budget.  

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of the County Commissio ners Legislation 

Conference to be held November 30 through December 2, 1994 in Tallahassee. 

 Commissioner Harris, advised that the meeting with  Ben Watts, 

Department of Transportation, was productive. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned. 

 

                              APPROVED:____________ ______________ 

                                       Sam Pridgen,  Vice-Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


