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NOVEMBER 7, 2000 – PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a Public 

Hearing on Tuesday, November 7, 2000, at 9:00 a.m., in the Commissioner's Boardroom of 

the Walton County Courthouse.  

 The following Board member was present: Commissioner Gene Ryan.  Mrs. Angie 

Biddle, Grants Coordinator, Mrs. Betty Hunt, Assistant Grant Coordinator, and Mrs. 

Rhonda Skipper, Administrative Supervisor to the Clerk of Courts, were also present. 

 Mrs. Biddle called the Public Hearing to order and read the advertised Public 

Hearing announcement into record advising that the County is applying to the Florida 

Department of Community Affairs for a Small Cities Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) through the 2000 Drought Disaster Funding Program, to provide disaster 

recovery assistance to low to moderate income individuals whose wells are affected by the 

drought. 

 Mrs. Biddle informed that there is $1,277,279.00 in federal funds set-aside for the 

State of Florida to assist 240 eligible city and county governments where there is an urgent 

and immediate threat to the health and welfare of the community due to drought 

conditions. 

 Mrs. Biddle reported that her department received approximately 80 calls from 

persons who receive water from public or private (residential) wells and stated that fifty-

six applicants met the income guidelines stipulated by the United States Department of 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  Mrs. Biddle informed those in attendance that 

homeowners residing in homes whom are experiencing well problems could contact the 

State Housing Initiative Program (SHIP) for eligibility requirements or the Tri-County 

Community Council in Bonifay, Florida, for those residing in mobile homes.   Mrs. Biddle 
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advised that if anyone needed water for drinking purposes could contact Captain Thomas 

Pagels, Emergency Operations Director.        

 Mrs. Biddle announced that the Grants Department has budgeted $168,000.00 to 

assist in replacing 56 private wells at approximately $3,000.00 each and advised that 

$181,440.00 is being applied for.  The audience questioned Mrs. Biddle of the areas mostly 

affected; Mrs. Biddle answered that the major cluster of calls were from County Road 181 

and County Road 181C.   

 Commissioner Ryan questioned Mrs. Biddle of the eligibility criteria for this 

program; Mrs. Biddle stated that the applicant must meet the HUD income guidelines, 

which is based upon the number of people residing in the residence and the annual income. 

 There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing closed at 9:30 

A.M. 

    APPROVED: _____________________________ 
        Herman Walker, Chairman 
 
ATTEST: ________________________ 
      Dan Bodiford, Clerk    
 
 


