
                             WORKSHOP 

                         NOVEMBER 10, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

regular workshop on Tuesday, November 10, 1998, at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List (EAL) for payment approval consisting  of the following bills: 
   GENERAL FUND           $ 79,747.52 
  COUNTY TRANSPORTATION TRUST    178,775.42 
  NORTH WALTON MSQ. CONTROL           76.94 
  LIBRARY                             32.56 
  SOLID WASTE ENTERPRISE          96,635.98 
  MOSSY HEAD VFD                     293.11 
  GLENDALE VFD                        44.68 
  DARLINGTON VFD                     116.20 
  LIBERTY VFD                         31.17 
  SECTION 8 HOUSING                  140.74 
  TDC AMSOUTH                     23,564.87 
 

The Board approved payment and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Tom Whalen, First Vice-President of the South Walton Community 

Council, appeared before the Commissioners and expl ained that the U.S. 

Department of Commerce will be holding a public hea ring in February in 

conjunction with Chevron's request to obtain a dril ling permit in the Gulf of 

Mexico off the coast of Walton County.  Mr. Whalen requested the Board adopt 

a resolution opposing Chevron's request for drillin g rights. The 

Commissioner's agreed to adopt a resolution opposin g Chevron's request. This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Deborah Beckett, District 1 resident, appeared  before the 

Commissioners requesting assistance to correct a dr ainage problem that is 

occurring on her property.  Ms. Beckett explained t hat the drainage is 

running off of U.S. Highway 20 into her pond causin g damage from the asphalt.  

The Commissioners agreed for Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Pub lic Works Director, and 

Mr. Nelson Miner, County Engineer, to contact the S tate Road Department 

requesting the situation be assessed and report bac k to the Board.  The Board 

advised that the County may have to take action to correct the problem 
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because of the health hazard that is being created.  

 Mr. Dewey Wilson, Regional Utilities, appeared bef ore the Board and 

requested authorization for the installation of sew er lines for the area from 

CR393 to Sugar Road, District 5.  Mr. Wilson explai ned that this is a portion 

of the master plan, however, it must be installed p rior to the completion of 

the master plan to meet prior commitments. The Depa rtment of Environmental 

Protection has approved the installation contingent  upon approval of the 

Commissioners.  Mr. Wilson stated that he is willin g to pay the salary if the 

County sees the need to have someone review the con struction on a daily 

basis. The Commissioners agreed to allow Mr. Wilson  to proceed with the 

installation of 1 1/2 mile of sewer pipe prior to a pproval of the master 

plan.  This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Wilson also explained that he is in the proces s of purchasing 

property from St. Joe Company east of Inlet Beach a nd north of U.S. Highway 

98.  Mr. Wilson requested approval to expand the wa ste water treatment plant 

for Regional Utilities.  St. Joe has agreed to hook  into Regional Utilities. 

The Board approved of the waste water treatment pla nt expansion at the 

location stated just east of Inlet Beach.  This ite m will be placed on the 

consent agenda.   

 Mr. Charles McMillan, Maintenance Supervisor, appe ared before the 

Commissioners and requested to raise Mrs. Denny And rews, Lead Custodian, from 

$6.40 to $7.20 per hour. Mr. McMillan stated that M rs. Andrews is not being 

paid the correct amount according to the pay/wage s cale and her years of 

service with the county. The Board approved to plac e Mrs. Andrews in the 

correct pay/wage scale and raise her pay to $7.20 p er hour.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter to the Commissioners f rom Ms. Mary Fowler 

regarding the poor quality of service being receive d from Mediacom. A copy 

will be forwarded to Mediacom. 

 The Board approved payment to AmSouth in the amoun t of $542.87 for the 

District 4 backhoe and $4,252.22 for the crane paym ent.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved the issuance of a $5,000.00 bon d for Mrs. Nellie 

Thompson, Supervisor of Election, for the current p eriod through January 4, 

1999. This item will be placed on the consent agend a. The bond will be paid 

by the Supervisor of Elections Office. 
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 Mr. Bell advised that the newly elected Commission ers will be sworn in 

on November 17, 1998, there may be a time conflict with the regular bill 

paying session unless the other three Commissioners  wish to go forward with 

the meeting.  The Commissioners agreed to go forwar d with the meeting after 

the swearing in of new officers to prevent any dela ys in payments. 

 Commissioner Porter stated that Kelly Environmenta l has requested the 

County waive the requirement for a bond due to the County's requirement to 

sign off on the wells before final approval.  The C ommissioners agreed to 

refer this issue to Attorney Miller. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Supe rvisor, requested 

approval for Chairman Young to sign an extension ag reement relating to a 

grant received in 1996 from the Florida Communities  Trust for the purchase of 

a park on the bay.  Mrs. Williams stated that an ex tension has been requested 

until May 1999 because of negotiations with a prope rty owner.  The 

Commissioners agreed and placed this on the consent  agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved payment to Kassey Keys in the amount of 

$9,000 for three (3) months service as Lobbyist.  T his item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Commissioner Butler to appo int a member to the 

MPO Bicycle and Pedestrian Subcommittee. This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved to request from the Dep artment of Health, 

the use of office space in their facility located o n  

 CR 393 N for the Code Enforcement Officers.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a one year extension on a devel opment order for Van 

Ness Butler Jr. and Albert Butler on the developmen t of the Butler & Butler 

mixed use building. This item will be placed on the  consent agenda.  

Commissioner Butler abstained from voting on this i ssue. 

 Chairman Young presented three quotes for the resu rfacing of the 

basketball court at the Darlington Community Center .  Gum Creek Farms quoted 

a price of $56.50 per ton; Hot Mix Asphalt-$85.00 p er ton; and Couch-$91.00 

per ton.  The Commissioners agreed to award the pro ject to Gum Creek Farms, 

low quote, in the amount of $56.50 per ton and plac ed this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner stated that FEMA has advised the County to wait on any 
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further road repairs until they have made a decisio n on which funds to pay 

for each repair from. 

 Mr. Miner advised that the permit has been issued by DEP for the paving 

of the parking lot at the Farmer's Market. 

 Mr. Miner reviewed the status of beach restoration s by Post, Buckley, 

Schuh & Jernigan and stated that he is attempting t o restore communications 

between them and FEMA. 

 Mr. Miner advised that the Sandy Creek Bridge is 6 0% complete with an 

estimated completion date of mid December. 

 Mr. Miner informed the Commissioners that the cran e he located in 

Virginia had already been sold. 

 The Commissioners recessed briefly. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Director of the South Walto n Tourist Development 

Council, (TDC) informed the Commissioners that the TDC advertised for bids 

and received two bids for the development of a beac h access at Dune 

Allen/Fort Panic.  The following bids were received : Floridian Construction 

$114,500.00 and Dalton Brothers $175,000.00.  Mr. P atterson stated that the 

County's Consulting Engineer presented an estimate cost of the project at 

$116,000.00. Therefore, he requested to award the b id to Floridian 

Construction, low bidder, in the amount of $114,500 .00 which will be paid by 

bed tax revenues. This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson explained the deteriorating conditio ns of the dune at 

Miramar Beach caused by recent storms and requested  authorization to purchase 

a biodegradable jute material as an emergency measu re to help protect the 

dune from further erosion.  The material can be pur chased from Dayton Bag and 

Burlap Corporation in the amount of $4,342.00.  The  Board approved the 

purchase and placed this item on the consent agenda . 

 The Board also approved to waive the bid procedure  and purchase a 3200 

psi Pressure Washer from Northern in the amount of $999.99 for the TDC.  No 

local vendor sells this equipment according to the desired specifications.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. Com missioner Infinger 

requested for Mr. Patterson to further pursue the p urchase of this equipment 

locally if possible.  Mr. Patterson concurred. 

 Dr. Susan Turner, Walton County Health Department,  scheduled on the 

agenda, rescheduled her time to appear before the C ommissioners. 

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, appeared bef ore the Board and 
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advised that he researched the issue of a phone tra cking system for the 

courthouse.  The cost of the system would be approx imately $550.00. However, 

he recommended waiting to purchase this equipment d ue to the courthouse 

expansion and stated that the equipment will not be  sufficient to carry the 

load of the new system.  Mr. Fountain also advised that New-Tel 

Communications can add 11 additional extensions at the courthouse at a cost 

of $1,430.00.  The Board agreed to wait to hear fro m Mr. Newsome of New-Tel 

Communications. 

 Mr. Fountain presented a bid tabulation and review  sheet from Hartman & 

Associates, Incorporated for Bid #98-131, analytica l laboratory services.  

After reviewing the bids, Hartman & Associates reco mmended awarding the bid 

to Savannah Laboratories, Mobile, Alabama, based on  performance standards. 

Mr. Miner stated that the charges incurred by Hartm an & Associates could be 

reduced if Savannah performs according to their pas t performance.  Hartman & 

Associates recommended Savannah Laboratories, even though they were the high 

bidder, because of the quality of work and submitti ng the most responsive 

bid. The Commissioners agreed to discuss this issue  further during the night 

meeting. 

 The Commissioners approved payment to West Florida  Equipment Company in 

the amount of $505.00 for hoses and couplings for t he District 4 pump.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain advised the Commissioners that the pe rformance bond 

requirement for the Landfill well drilling is to pr otect the County from any 

damages caused by the company performing the labor and is required as part of 

the qualifications. The Commissioners agreed to mai ntain the bond 

requirement. 

 Mr. Russell Killian, a King Lake resident, appeare d before the 

Commissioners and presented a petition of residents  who oppose a registered 

sex offender who has recently moved into their neig hborhood and questioned 

what steps can be taken to have him removed. The Bo ard advised Mr. Killian 

that under current laws, they have no jurisdiction to tell him where to live 

as long as he is registered with the Sheriff's Depa rtment. The Commissioners 

advised Mr. Killian to speak with Rick Sutton of th e Sheriff's Department.  

 Chairman Young urged everyone to petition the Legi slative Delegation to 

impose more strict guidelines regarding sex offende rs living in areas with 

children. 
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 Mr. Howard Newsome appeared before the Commissione rs and explained the 

phone tracking system and the extension expansion. He stated that he can 

install an expansion for 11 additional extensions a t a cost of $1,430.00 

which will provide a temporary solution until the c ourthouse is expanded then 

a completely new system will be required. The Commi ssioners approved the 

purchase of a phone system from New-Tel Communicati ons in the amount of 

$1,430.00.  The system is urgently needed to allevi ate multiple employees on 

one extension. 

 Mr. Newsome further advised that the call tracking  system would not be 

economically beneficial because it requires one per son to monitor and review 

the calls. Mr. Newsome recommended to the Commissio ners to budget an 

estimated $45,000 to $50,000 to cover the cost of t he new phone system. 

 Mr. Jack Authur, Preble-Rish, appeared before the Commissioners and 

explained the scope of work on various roads to be repaired under FEMA.  Mr. 

Authur explained how each road was mitigated to red uce future problems. 

Chairman Young voiced concerns with the DSR's being  written extremely below 

the cost of mitigation repair costs.  Mr. Authur st ated that they can 

negotiate with FEMA to rewrite the DSR's to cover a dditional costs necessary 

for mitigation. The Commissioners agreed to postpon e awarding of any bids 

until further discussion takes place with FEMA. 

 Commissioner Paul requested to have Mr. Bell instr uct Mr. Miller to 

move forward with projects that require survey's on  CJ Laird Road and McCall 

Dairy Road. The Board agreed. 

 Mr. Phil Givens, Fireboard Chairman, requested the  Board approve the 

following volunteer fire department personnel to be  listed as authorized 

purchasers at Marianna Surplus: Ronald Prokop, Darl ington; Roger Roy, 

Liberty; Richard Allison, Mossy Head; Jeff McVay, R ed Bay; Thomas Rhine, Tri 

Village; Wayne Charles, Freeport; Robert Nash, Unit ed; Gary Weiss, South 

Walton; William Adkison, Argyle; Kevin Dell, Glenda le; Phillip Givens, Fire 

Board Chairman. The Commissioners approved and plac ed this on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Givens updated the Commissioners on accomplish ments by the fire 

departments over this past year and commended the C ommissioners for their 

assistance in helping to make the fire departments more successful.  Mr. 

Givens also voiced his appreciation to the Sheriff' s Department for the cars 

that were donated. Mr. Givens closed by presenting the number of calls the 
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fire departments responded to which totalled in exc ess of 3,100 calls.   

 Mr. Rich Allison, Communications Chairman for the Fireboard, spoke to 

the Commissioners regarding a proposal to upgrade t he Walton County Fire 

Department's radio system to a tone sequential pagi ng system at a cost of 

$350,000.00.  Mr. Allison explained the benefits of  the system.  Commissioner 

Paul explained that no funds were budgeted for this  in this budget year. Mr. 

Allison stated that he could possibly seek a grant.  The Board approved to 

advertise for bids for the fire   department's comm unication system to 

include dual tone sequential paging system for revi ew.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a one step merit increase for R obert Harrison, 

District 2 Truck Driver.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

Chairman Young felt that Mr. Harrison has been perf orming in an outstanding 

manner. 

 The Board approved to promote Ernest Howell, Distr ict 5 Truck Driver, 

to the position of District 5 Assistant Road Forema n, with a salary of $11.20 

per hour and six months probation. This item will b e placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for Ms. Kassy Keys, Lobbyist, t o attend the Florida 

Association of Counties Legislative Conference in T allahassee during November 

1998.  This item will be placed on the consent agen da. 

 The Board approved to award the low quote for the District 5 copy 

machine lease not to exceed $161.00 per month for 3 6 months from Advanced 

Copy of Northwest Florida.  The other quote receive d was from Coastal 

Business Systems in the amount of $165.62.  This it em will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Tressia Tousignant to atten d a one day workshop 

in Panama City on December 7, 1998.  This item will  be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Commissioner Butler advised the Board that Rick Ba iley, Field 

Assistant, was terminated during his probationary p eriod and requested to 

fill the position with Mr. William McConnell at $12 .00 per hour.  

Commissioner Infinger was opposed to filling the po sition without 

advertising, therefore the Commissioners agreed to vote on the issue during 

the regular meeting. 

 The Board approved for Commissioner Butler to atte nd the National Beach 
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Preservation Conference in St. Petersburg, Florida,  January 27-29, 1999.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The board approved payment of an invoice to Ft. Wa lton Communications 

in the amount of $2,010.00 for three portable radio s and payment to Gall's 

Inc. for bunker gear in the amount of $533.94, both  for the Mossy Head VFD.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved to surplus BCC #2567-monitor, f rom the TDC and store 

in the blue storage building. This equipment is dam aged.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, to 

contact and appoint five various county personnel w ho are willing to serve as 

a Safety Committee.  This item will be placed on th e consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners agreed that anyone placing items  in the blue storage 

building should contact Mr. Jerry Fountain to keep him informed of all items 

being stored for auction. 

 The Commissioners recessed until 1:00 p.m. 

 The Commissioners reconvened to conduct interviews  with the 

architectural firms for the new South Walton Librar y. 

 Representatives of the DeFuniak/Walton Library Boa rd were also present 

during the interview process.   

 The following individuals were present to represen t their architectural 

firms.  Mr. Adam Russell, Bullock Tice & Associates  (BTA); Mr. Charles Carlan 

and Mr. Finley Scotchdopole, Carlan Killam Architec ts; Mr. Bill Rutherford 

and Ms. Sue Weeks of Clemons, Rutherford & Associat es (CRA); John David, 

Kendrick Davis Dowling Architects; Lourdes Reynafar je, McWhorter Architects; 

Linda & Paul Portal, Portal Architects; Mr. Stan St roble and Mr. Andy Hunter, 

Strobel Hunter Architects; and Mr. Bill Pope, W. An drew Pope Architects. JRA 

requested to cancel their interview.  

 Each representative gave a brief overview of their  firms experience and 

abilities followed by questions and answers. 

 Upon completion of the interviews the members of t he Library Board 

ranked the architectural firms in the following ord er.  Number one - CRA, 

number two - Kendrick David Dowling, number three -  McWhorter, and number 

four - BTA.   

 There being no further business, the meeting was r ecessed until 5:00 

p.m. 
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                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  Joel Paul, Jr., C hairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


