Workshop

November 25, 1996

The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a

Workshop on November 25, 1996 at 8:30 A.M.

The following Board members were present: Chairman Gordon Porter,
Commissioner Joel Paul, Commissioner Bill Young, Co mmissioner Randall
Infinger, and Commissioner Van Ness Butler. Also p resent were Ronnie Bell,
Administrative Supervisor, and George R. Miller, At torney.

Chairman Porter called the meeting to order.

Tom Powell, Director of the Economic Development C ouncil, appeared
before the Board to present a request for the Board to write a letter
requesting the Department of Transportation to cond uct a study to 4-lane
Highway 331 North from Highway 90 to the Alabama St ate Line. The Board
placed the adoption of a resolution requesting the study on the Consent
Agenda.

Ronnie Bell made the Board aware that after the De partment of
Transportation relocates Highway 331 around Freepor t the County will be
requested to accept maintenance of the existing roa d.

Tom Powell presented to the Board a letter request ing the Board of
County Commissioners support the South Walton Eco-s ystem Management Team's
Plan. Commissioner Paul stated that he would like to hear the presentation
from Kassy Keyes before making a decision. Wally B air, South Walton
Community Council, advised the Board that the Beach to Bay group feel that
the C.A.R.L. property has not been protected and th ey do not want the Town
Center property purchased until the plan is in plac e.

Tom Powell advised the Board that Blue Ridge Inc. would like to apply
for an Economical Development Transportation Fund G rant in the amount of
$133,266. This would be used to pave a two lane ro ad from Highway 331 into
the proposed building site. Mr. Powell stated that the county would be
responsible for maintenance on the road. Presently the property is land
locked. The surrounding property owners have been contacted to secure a
right-of-way. Mr. Powell presented a map showing t he proposed road crossing
two parcels of land. He advised that the Choctawha tchee Electric Cooperation
has agreed to sell to the Board a 66' right-of-way easement. The other
property owner is Art Schweizer. Mr. Powell advise d that Mr. Schweizer is

willing to donate the easement across his property and to pay Choctawhatchee
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Subdivision. Residents are requesting that a ditch
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complete the entire project. Commissioner Paul adv ised that he would like to
form a bridge crew and allow the foreman to observe the construction project
as the contractor builds the bridge. Then the crew could move from district
to district building the bridges that are in need o f being replaced.
Commissioner Butler stated that he would like for the Board to continue
the workshop in the afternoon to go and inspect the Rivard Realty building to
be used as a Annex until land can be obtained to co nstruct a new Annex.
Commissioner Butler recommended the building be lea sed for three years at
$1500 per month. This would show the citizens of S outh Walton that the Board
is committed to opening a full service Annex in Sou th Walton County. The
Board agreed to meet on site as soon as business is completed today.
Ronnie Bell presented to the Board a letter from P aramount Pictures
requesting a Special Use Permit for the Clyde B. We lls Bridge for the filming
of The Truman Show and a Special Permit to access t he beach at Seaside for
filming of the same movie. The Board agreed to pla ce both requests on the

consent agenda.

George R. Miller advised the Board that St. Joe Pa per Company is
requesting that their company deed the county an th e beach and a 2 acre
parcel adjacent to Seaside North of to the beach an d a 2 acre parcel adjacent
to Seaside North of Highway 30A in exchange for a 2 acre parcel owned by the
county. Mr. Wally Bair and Mr. Schrader asked if th is could be used as an
area to launch boats. Commissioner Butler stated t hat the beach access would

be too narrow for a boat launch.
The Board placed the appointment of Commissioner B utler and
Commissioner Porter to serve on the Small County Co alition on the consent

agenda. Ronnie Bell will serve as staff liaison.

Mr. Bell advised that in the meeting of October 29 , 1996, Ernie
Montgomery, Shop Foreman, requested salary increase s for four shop employees
who attended training sessions. After discussion t he Board agreed to place
the following salary increases on the Consent Agend a: Jeffrey Anderson,
Robin Allen, Charles Davis - 20¢ per hour and Larry Redmon 10¢ per hour.

The Board placed on the consent agenda a stipulati on that employee
attending training sessions must receive prior appr oval any county from the
Board.

The Board agreed to place on the Consent Agenda th e appointment of

Commissioner Porter to the FACT Board.
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Ms. Kassy Keyes presented to the Board the Map and
developed by the South Walton Ecosystem Management
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for a presentation.
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The Board adjourned at 4:40 P.M.
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