
                             Workshop 

                         November 25, 1996 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

Workshop on November 25, 1996 at 8:30 A.M. 

 The following Board members were present: Chairman  Gordon Porter, 

Commissioner Joel Paul, Commissioner Bill Young, Co mmissioner Randall 

Infinger, and Commissioner Van Ness Butler.  Also p resent were Ronnie Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, and George R. Miller, At torney. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Tom Powell, Director of the Economic Development C ouncil, appeared 

before the Board to present a request for the Board  to write a letter 

requesting the Department of Transportation to cond uct a study to 4-lane 

Highway 331 North from Highway 90 to the Alabama St ate Line.  The Board 

placed the adoption of a resolution requesting the study on the Consent 

Agenda. 

 Ronnie Bell made the Board aware that after the De partment of 

Transportation relocates Highway 331 around Freepor t the County will be 

requested to accept maintenance of the existing roa d. 

 Tom Powell presented to the Board a letter request ing the Board of 

County Commissioners support the South Walton Eco-s ystem Management Team's 

Plan.  Commissioner Paul stated that he would like to hear the presentation 

from Kassy Keyes before making a decision.  Wally B air, South Walton 

Community Council, advised the Board that the Beach  to Bay group feel that 

the C.A.R.L. property has not been protected and th ey do not want the Town 

Center property purchased until the plan is in plac e. 

 Tom Powell advised the Board that Blue Ridge Inc. would like to apply 

for an Economical Development Transportation Fund G rant in the amount of 

$133,266.  This would be used to pave a two lane ro ad from Highway 331 into 

the proposed building site.  Mr. Powell stated that  the county would be 

responsible for maintenance on the road.  Presently  the property is land 

locked.  The surrounding property owners have been contacted to secure a 

right-of-way.  Mr. Powell presented a map showing t he proposed road crossing 

two parcels of land.  He advised that the Choctawha tchee Electric Cooperation 

has agreed to sell to the Board a 66' right-of-way easement.  The other 

property owner is Art Schweizer.  Mr. Powell advise d that Mr. Schweizer is 

willing to donate the easement across his property and to pay Choctawhatchee 
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Electric Cooperation for their easement.  Mr. Powel l stated that if the Board 

agrees the next step will be to submit the grant ap plication.  Mr. Powell 

advised the Board that the county will be asked to cover any short fall on 

the cost of the road that is not covered by the gra nt.  This will depend on 

the amount of the grant and bid.  Mr. Infinger aske d how many people will be 

employed.  Mr. Powell stated that about 30 people w ould be employed.  Mr. 

Infinger asked if they would all be from Walton Cou nty.  Mr. Powell advised 

that about half will be county residents.  Mr. Powe ll presented an estimate 

for paving in the amount of $101,455.  Mr. Powell r ecommended a 20% overrun 

added to estimate.  An estimate for the design was also presented in the 

amount of $9,600 from Preble-Rish.  Commissioner In finger voiced concern 

about the rush.  He stated that if you hurry hurry,  you will make mistakes.  

Mr. Powell stated that an Industrial Park with pave d roads and utilities will 

prevent this from happening in the future. 

 Ms. Jackie Baker, representing the William R. Houg h and Company, 

appeared before the Board to introduce Mitch Owens,  Nevin Zimmerman and Mark 

Mustain.  Mr. Owens advised the Board that if the c ounty would consider 

refinancing the 1988 General Obligation Bond Issue the county would save 

$26,232.83 per year.  Mr. Miller asked what if Heal th Mark Inc. builds a new 

hospital what happens to the bond issue.  Mark Must ian advised that as long 

as the existing building is used for a nonprofit he alth facility the roads 

will be alright.  After discussion, the Board reque sted the two resolutions 

be placed on the Consent Agenda to approve the refi nancing of the 1988 

General Obligation Bond Issue. 

 Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director, app eared before the 

Board to present a right-of-way easement from Choct awhatchee Electric 

Cooperation to be executed by the Board.  Commissio ner Young advised that the 

easement will be used to run power to the county ow ned clay pit located 

between District 2 and District 3.  Commissioner Yo ung stated that he and 

Commissioner Infinger discussed locating their dist rict offices on this 

property.  They will share an office with one secre tary.  Commissioner 

Infinger advised that Marilyn Wasson has agreed to work for District 2 and 3.  

The easement is needed to run power and phone lines  to the property.  A well 

and septic tank will also be needed.  The Board pla ced the right-of-way 

easement on the agenda.  The building maintenance c rew will construct the 

building. 

 Mr. Ammons informed the Board of a drainage proble m in the Driftwood 
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Subdivision.  Residents are requesting that a ditch  be cleaned out, that 

would allow the water to drain.  Mr. Ammons advised  that the first 300' will 

not require a permit due to the fact wet lands are present.  The concern is 

that the roads will be private once the constructio n is completed.  If the 

contractor is asked to do the work, it will require  a change order.  The 

Board asked Mr. Ammons to contact Conley / Wicker E ngineering firm to see why 

this was not included in the original design. 

 Mr. Ammons advised the Board of a paving project i n District 5.  The 

road runs from East Hewitt to West Hewitt Road.  If  the project is to 

continue the right-of-way will have to be obtained.   The Board agreed for a 

survey to be conducted before the deeds can be prep ared. 

 Mr. Ammons advised the Board that a truck was orde red for his use.  It 

was ordered off state contract and will have to be picked up in Fort 

Lauderdale on December 3, 1996.  He asked the Board  what transportation he 

should take to pick it up.  The Board asked him to find the least expensive 

manner and present it tomorrow at the Regular Meeti ng. 

 Mr. Ammons informed the Board of a drainage proble m at the intersection 

of Chat Holley and Highway 331.  Ms. Connie Bailey has concreted the drainage 

pipes and water is backing up on the property owned  by Gilbert and Charlie 

Ray.  After discussion it was agreed for Preble and  Rish to go look at the 

problem. 

 Commissioner Young voiced concern about the Oak Gr ove Bridge bid that 

is to be opened today.  Commissioner Young is conce rned about the safety 

hazard which would result if a new bridge is built just before a sharp curve 

that is located at one end of the bridge.  Mr. Mill er advised that the bid 

can be returned unopened if he does not wish to rep lace the bridge at this 

time.  Commissioner Young requested the bid be retu rned. 

 Commissioner Paul asked for an update on the proje cts that have been 

awarded in District 1 and if they could be changed.   Mr. Preble advised that 

bids on Old Jolly Bay and two bridges on White Cree k have already been 

awarded.  Mr. Preble advised that the contractor on  Old Jolly Bay is willing 

to cancel the bid.  The two bridges on White Creek the contractor has started 

driving the pilings and cost incurred would have to  be paid.  Mr. Ammons 

received the plans to review along with Lonnie McHe nry and Billy Bearden.  

After reviewing the plans the Committee feels that the county crew is not 

capable of constructing the concrete bridges with r eceiving proper training.  

Commissioner Paul asked that a price be obtained fr om the contractor to 
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complete the entire project.  Commissioner Paul adv ised that he would like to 

form a bridge crew and allow the foreman to observe  the construction project 

as the contractor builds the bridge.  Then the crew  could move from district 

to district building the bridges that are in need o f being replaced. 

 Commissioner Butler stated that he would like for the Board to continue 

the workshop in the afternoon to go and inspect the  Rivard Realty building to 

be used as a Annex until land can be obtained to co nstruct a new Annex.  

Commissioner Butler recommended the building be lea sed for three years at 

$1500 per month.  This would show the citizens of S outh Walton that the Board 

is committed to opening a full service Annex in Sou th Walton County.  The 

Board agreed to meet on site as soon as business is  completed today. 

 Ronnie Bell presented to the Board a letter from P aramount Pictures 

requesting a Special Use Permit for the Clyde B. We lls Bridge for the filming 

of The Truman Show and a Special Permit to access t he beach at Seaside for 

filming of the same movie.  The Board agreed to pla ce both requests on the 

consent agenda. 

 George R. Miller advised the Board that St. Joe Pa per Company is 

requesting that their company deed the county an th e beach and a 2 acre 

parcel adjacent to Seaside North of to the beach an d a 2 acre parcel adjacent 

to Seaside North of Highway 30A in exchange for a 2  acre parcel owned by the 

county. Mr. Wally Bair and Mr. Schrader asked if th is could be used as an 

area to launch boats.  Commissioner Butler stated t hat the beach access would 

be too narrow for a boat launch. 

 The Board placed the appointment of Commissioner B utler and 

Commissioner Porter to serve on the Small County Co alition on the consent 

agenda.  Ronnie Bell will serve as staff liaison. 

 Mr. Bell advised that in the meeting of October 29 , 1996, Ernie 

Montgomery, Shop Foreman, requested salary increase s for four shop employees 

who attended training sessions.  After discussion t he Board agreed to place 

the following salary increases on the Consent Agend a:  Jeffrey Anderson, 

Robin Allen, Charles Davis - 20¢ per hour and Larry  Redmon 10¢ per hour. 

 The Board placed on the consent agenda a stipulati on that employee 

attending training sessions must receive prior appr oval any county from the 

Board. 

 The Board agreed to place on the Consent Agenda th e appointment of 

Commissioner Porter to the FACT Board. 

 The Board agreed to place the appointment of Commi ssioner Paul to serve 



                               5 

 

on the Caring and Sharing Committee and the  Emerge ncy Food and Shelter 

Committee on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented to the Board a letter from Poly  Engineering of 

Florida, Inc., advising that an inspection of the D  & H Oil Truck Stop was 

made November 8, 1996 and it was determined  that a ll the punch list items 

have been completed, and the project is in substant ial compliance with the 

project drawings and specifications. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a letter received fr om the Florida 

Department of Labor and Employment Security advisin g that a letter should be 

written stating that the temporary jobs program wil l begin before November 

30, 1996.  Commissioner Infinger questioned why Mik e Barker was not present 

to explain the project and bring the new Board Memb ers up to date. 

 Mr. Bell advised the Board of a meeting to be held  December 12, 1996, 

at the EOC Building to conduct a Public Officials C onference concerning  

Emergency Management issues.  Joe Myers, Director o f the Florida Division of 

Emergency Management, will be discussing the public  officials importance in 

Emergency Management as well as procedures used in resource procurement and 

new evacuation procedures in the State of Florida. 

 The Board agreed to place Commissioner Butler on t he and Commissioner 

Porter as the alternate.  This was placed on Metrop olitan Planning 

Organization the consent agenda. 

 The Board placed on the Consent Agenda the appoint ment of Commissioner 

Butler to serve on the TDC Board. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda th e appointment of 

Commissioner Butler and Commissioner Young on the O kaloosa, Santa Rosa, 

Walton Regional Utility Authority. 

 Mr. Bell presented a request from the State Attorn ey's Office for the 

county to erect a sign for the new office location.   No action was taken. 

 Mr. Bell requested the Board to designate the Walt on County Humane 

Society as the animal control officer for Walton Co unty. 

 Mr. Bell advised  the Board that Mike Barker, Publ ic Safety Director, 

requested to be allowed to employ  James Harold Big ham as a 911 addresser at 

entry level, $8.25 per hour.  He is experienced due  to the fact he has 

performed the duties while working for Americorp.  The Board placed the item 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board discussed an access in District 3 that h as been fenced off.  

Mr. Miller advised that the easement is platted and  was accepted for 
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maintenance by the Board.  Commissioner Infinger wi ll remove the fence. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised the Board of the con dition of Suwannee 

Road, off Martin Road, located in District 3.  Chai rman Porter advised 

Commissioner Infinger that the county can perform e mergency maintenance on an 

as needed basis, but he should get a right-of-entry  form executed. 

 Bobby Ammons advised the Board that the Shriners C lub is clearing land 

West of DeFuniak Springs and has requested the use of the county chipper.  It 

was agreed that the county crew should operate the chipper machine due to the 

danger. 

 Mrs. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative  Sup ervisor, advised the 

Board that the West Florida Regional Planning Counc il has agreed to make 

application for additional HOME program funds.  The  Board agreed to place 

approval of the application on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Williams advised the Board that several develo pers need to apply to 

be vested.  The Board agreed to advertise to conduc t a Public Hearing on 

December 31, 1996, to revise the existing  vesting ordinance.  This item was 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Young requested that a workshop be he ld on November 27, 

1996 with Public Works and District Foremen to disc uss proposed projects.  

The Board concurred. 

 Commissioner Young stated that the Outreach for Ch rist Church received 

a county tax bill in the amount of $600.  The Churc h is requesting that they 

be exempt from paying these taxes. 

 Commissioner Paul recommended that all Board meeti ngs be held at night 

in the large courtroom.  He stated that the sound s ystem should be upgraded. 

 Commissioner Paul was appointed to serve on the Di sadvantage  

Transportation Board.  This was placed on the conse nt agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter requested to be allowed to use  the price for 

Asphalt off the Blackwell Hill Road bid at $34.95 p er ton.  The Board agreed 

to purchase 50 tons of asphalt and place this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Board set a Workshop for November 27, 1996 at 8:30 A.M., to discuss 

the Grand Jury Report. 

 Chairman Porter advised that the Humane Society ne eds the county's 

assistance to construct traps for dogs. 

 Mr. John Hazelton, Chairman of the Scenic 98 Corri dor Ordinance 

Committee appeared before the Board to give the his tory of how the committee 

was formed. 
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 Ms. Kassy Keyes presented to the Board the Map and  Town Center Plans as 

developed by the South Walton Ecosystem Management Team.  Discussion followed 

and it was agreed that Ms. Keyes would return to th e Regular Meeting tomorrow 

for a presentation. 

 Commissioner Infinger advised that the Liberty Fir e Department needs 

assistance from the county to cut tanks in half and  then be used as burning 

barrels.  The Board agreed for the county shop to a ssist in this project.  

This item was placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board placed on the consent agenda approval fo r Winona Nethery to 

draw from sick leave pool November 18, 1996 to Janu ary 20, 1997. 

 The Board recessed and travelled to South Walton t o the Old Rivard 

Realty Building.  The Board inspected the building which consists of 1800 sq. 

ft. and can be leased by the county for $1500 per m onth. 

 The Board adjourned at 4:40 P.M.                                                             

 

                                 APPROVED:_________ ______________ 

                                          Gordon Po rter, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


