
                             WORKSHOP 

                         DECEMBER 9, 1996 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, met in a 

Workshop on December 9, 1996 at 8:30 A.M. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William Young, 

Commissioner Joel Paul, Jr., Commissioner Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger, and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  Also present was Ronnie 

Bell, Administrative Supervisor.   

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order. 

 Mr. Thomas Stephens, North Walton Mosquito Control  Director, appeared 

before the Board to discuss the operations of his d epartment.  Mr. Stephens 

also asked permission to publish an ad in the DeFun iak Springs Herald 

concerning waste tire removal.  Mr. Stephens also e xplained to the Board the 

danger of a vehicle that his department is now usin g and that there are funds 

available for the purchase of a new vehicle.  He re quested that the Board go 

forward with bids for a new vehicle for his departm ent and to go forward with 

bids to sell a 1988 Ford truck from his department.  

 The Board placed on the consent agenda to advertis e for bids to sell 

the 1988 Ford truck and for bids to purchase a new truck.                                       

 Mrs. Laverne Camacho appeared before the Board on behalf of the South 

Walton Fire Board requesting that the Board put in writing that the fire 

district is a special district, and to delete the w ords "with approval of 

County Commissioners" from Ordinance 92-11, and als o to authorize the fire 

district to levy ad valorem tax against real proper ty.  

 Ms. Nancy James, Friends of the Coastal Branch Lib rary President, 

appeared before the Board inquiring on how a site i s to be selected for a 

library in South Walton.  Ms. James also requested that the Board appoint a 

liason between the county and the library.  The Boa rd appointed Tom 

Blackshear to serve as the liason. 

 Chairman Young recommended that the Board go ahead  and proceed with the 

grant application for the new library to be located  in South Walton County. 

 Mr. Chuck Lawson came before the Board with the su ggestion that the 

Board use retired citizens to help with observation s of different projects. 

 Mr. Walter Fletcher appeared before the Board requ esting that they 

contact the Department of Transportation (DOT) to m ake a right turn lane on 

Highway 98 West on Mack Bayou Road.  
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 Mr. Bob Tullis came before the Board requesting a variance to reduce 

the set back line on his property from 15 feet to 1 0 feetand in turn he would 

deed property over to the county for the existing G ulf Drive.  The reason for 

the variance is that throughout the years the count y had been encroaching on 

his property while maintaining Gulf Drive.  He info rmed the Board that by 

approving the variance that it would not be any cos t to the county or to his 

neighbors for the relocation of the pilings that ha ve already been set to 

construct his new home.   

 Mr. Earl Day came before the Board stating that Gu lf Drive has been 

maintained by the county for at least twenty years.  He does not feel that the 

County owes Mr. Tullis anything because he knew tha t Gulf Drive encrouched 

when he purchased the property. 

 Commissioner Porter informed the Board that the ap proval for a variance 

would have to go before the Variance Board for appr oval. 

 Mr. Albert Milton, of Milton Insurance, appeared b efore the Board to 

introduce himself and the county's workers' compens ation insurance carrier to 

the new commissioners and to answer any questions t hey might have. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell opened the following bids for Bid # 96-118, the paving 

of Sycamore, Aspen, Pine, and Winfield Streets in D istrict 4 were as follows: 

 1.  Okaloosa Asphalt - 1,110 tons at $41.45 per to n -  

                            $46,009.50.  Primer - 1 ,910 gallons  

                at $1.15 - $2,196.50  

                        Total - $48,206.00               

 2.  Florida Asphalt -  1,110 tons at $65.00 per to n - 

                $72,150.00.  Primer - 1,910 gallons  

                at $2.50 - $4,775.00 

                Total - 76,925.00 

 3.  Panhandle Paving of Pensacola -   

                            1,110 tons at $45.00 pe r ton - 

                            $45,950.00.  Primer - 1 ,910 gallons 

                at $1.85 - $3,533,50 

                Total - $53,483.50   

 4.  Gulf Asphalt of Panama City - 

                1,110 tons at $48.00 per ton - 

                $53,280.00.  Primer - 1,910 gallons  

                    at $1.50 - $2,865.00  

                            Total - $56,145.00 
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 The Board recessed for lunch. 

 Chairman Young informed the Board that Outreach Ch urch of Christ in 

Darlington requested dirt be delivered to correct a  drainage problem.  This 

issue will be presented tomorrow at the Board meeti ng for discussion. 

 Chairman Young also informed the Board that he was  requested by a 

citizen to deliver dirt on private property and he informed them that was 

against county policy. 

 Commissioner Porter informed the Board that they w ere  requested by 

Thomas Copeland to donate sod for the Pat Covell Ba llpark. 

 Mike Dombrowski appeared before the Board and disc ussed the possible 

opportunity to receive recovery funds from Hurrican e Opal for beach 

restoration.  The county would need to apply for th e grant. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda th e approval to apply 

for grants for beach restoration from DEP and to pr oceed with the beach 

restoration when the grant is received.   

 Ms. Shirl Williams brought to the Board's attentio n that Policy R-3.3.1 

of the Comprehensive Plan requires the County to ap point a Greenways Advisory 

Committee.  Ms. Williams informed the Board that sh e had received a list of 

recommendations submitted by Celeste Cobena, Chairp erson of the Beach to Bay 

Connection and also a letter from Elton Stephens vo lunteering to serve. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  continue Kassy 

Keyes' contract with the County to allow her to con tinue working on the 

Ecosystem Plan through March 10, 1997. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  approve the request 

by Pete Slatcoff with ONYX to pay the partial payme nt of $9,000.00 for 

digitizing and converting the Future Land Use Maps.  

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  approve the signing 

of a title over to the Walton Correctional Institut e for a van in the amount 

of $1.00.  The van is to be used to transport priso ners to and from the 

landfill.  If the prison ceases to use the van for that purpose, the van will 

then be returned to the County. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  approve the paving 

of the road leading to the Freeport Truss Company.  The funds will be taken 

from the County Transportation Trust Contingencies.    

 Chairman Young informed the Board that he had rece ived a letter from 

Mr. John Townsend, attorney for Mr. Cordell Harriso n, stating that Mr. 

Harrison would settle for three units on each four acre lot.  Ms. Shirl 



                               4 

 

Williams and Mr. George Ralph Miller related to the  Board that they would 

contact  Mr. Townsend to try and resolve this matte r concerning Mr. Harrison. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell reviewed the EEO/Affirmative Actio n Plan with the 

Board. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda th e approval of the 

EEO/Affirmative Action Plan. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  approve payment of 

an invoice to Public Safety received from Motorola in the amount of 

$23,740.00 for replacement of equipment damaged by lighting at the EOC 

Building. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  approve to increase 

the purchasing cap for Mossy Head Fire Department f rom $500 to $1,000. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  approve the 

Interlocal Agreement with the City of DeFuniak Spri ngs for the Recycling 

Grant. 

  The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda t o approve the 

employment of Robert B. Griffith, Mark E. Deits, an d Mark A. Olwick as part-

time EMT's and Tanya B. Reynolds as a part-time Par amedic. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda to  write a letter in 

support for the City of DeFuniak to make a grant ap plication to renovate the 

CSX Depot in DeFuniak Springs. 

 Mr. J.W. Adkinson appeared before the Board on beh alf of the Chamber of 

Commerce to request that the Board to submit a lett er to DEP in reference to 

the property they have been looking at for the new Chamber location and asked 

for the Board's approval. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda fo r approval of Mike 

Barker, Public Safety Director, to attend the Flori da Emergency Management 

Conference on January 22-24, 1997. 

 The Board agreed to place on the consent agenda fo r approval for Van 

Ness Butler, Jr. to attend the Beach Restoration Co nference on January 22-24, 

1997. 

 The Board placed the appointment of Commissioner I nfinger to serve on 

the Tri-County Board on the consent agenda. 

 The Board placed the appointment of Commissioner I nfinger to serve on 

the West Florida Regional Planning Council on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Board placed on the consent agenda to employ L inda Potter in the 

Planning and Zoning Department to work until Septem ber 30, 1997.   There was 
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also a recommendation by Mr. Ronnie Bell to pay Ms.  Potter $6.00 an hour.  

 The Board placed on the consent agenda to approve the lease of a new 

Pitney Bowes Postage Meter. 

 The Board recessed at 5:20 P.M. 

                

 

                                

                                

      

           APPROVED:__________________________  

                                William A. Young, C hairman 

 ATTEST:_______________________ 

        Catherine King, Clerk 


