
                         DECEMBER 13, 1993 

                             WORKSHOP 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida met in a 

regular Workshop session on Monday, December 13, 19 93 at 8:30 A.M., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n Gordon Porter, 

Commissioner Charles C. Harris, Commissioner Johnni e Moore, and Commissioner 

Rosier E. Cuchens, Jr.  The Board's Administrative Supervisor, Mr. Ronnie E. 

Bell, and the County Attorney, Mr. George R. Miller , were also present.  

Vice-Chairman Sam Pridgen was absent due to a death  in his family. 

 Chairman Porter called the meeting to order. 

 Mr. Mike Barker, Public Safety Director, appeared before the Board to 

suggest that Hurley Road, which connects with Leave ns Road, be named Hurley 

Drive to clear up any confusion of the road name.  The Board agreed to place 

this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Barker advised the Board that seven road names  in Inlet Beach are 

duplicate from road names in Bay County.  A simple solution to this problem 

is to insert the word Walton in front of the seven road names located in 

Inlet Beach.  The Board agreed to place this item o n the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Barker informed the Board of a fire last night  in Freeport.  The 

necessary fire trucks were on the scene in a mere t hree minutes.  Mr. Barker 

stated that this was an excellent response time. 

 The Board discussed road dsigns within the county.  

 Mr. Hilton Lawson appeared before the Board to dis cuss a few proposed 

changes in the Land Development Code regarding fire  lane accesses and cul-de-

sacs for fire trucks to turn around. 

 Mr. Ronnie Hudson, Public Works Director, advised the Board of a 

request from Mr. Nick Ramos, County Wide employee, to raise his salary.  The 

other two men which work with Mr. Ramos are earning  quite a bit more money 

than Mr. Ramos with the same qualifications.  The B oard agreed to raise Mr. 

Ramos' salary to $7.00 per hour and place this item  on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Hudson informed the Board that no one in the P axton area is selling 

garbage tag tickets.  Mr. Hudson stated that someon e from the Paxton Post 

Office is willing to sell the tickets. 

 Mr. Bobby Ammons, Assistant Public Works Director,  advised the Board 

that Phase II of the Contamination Assessment is du e.  The Board agreed that 



                               2 

 

Savanna Laboratories should continue the assessment .  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Ammons advised the Board that the old Komatsu excavator at the 

landfill desperately needs repairs.  The Board dire cted Mr. Ammons to call 

for estimates on repairing the machine. 

 The Board discussed a way of disposing of the cont aminated dirt in the 

landfill area. 

 The Board agreed that the County Landfill will rem ain open on December 

23, 1993 and be closed on the 24th. 

 The Board agreed to place the renewal agreement wi th Marshall H. Rogers 

for the County to purchase clay at 65¢ per cubic ya rd on the consent agenda.  

This agreement is valid for a period of two years. 

 Mr. Ronnie Bell, Administrative Supervisor, presen ted a letter from Don 

Wydra with the North American Family Institute rega rding locating a Juvenile 

Detention Facility on Highway 90 West in DeFuniak S prings.  The Board 

directed Mr. Hudson to prepare an estimate on the c ost to pave Gene Hurley 

Road which would lead to the facility. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter which he drafted to Mr . Charlie Day, 

Chairman of the Walton County Fire Board, explainin g the distribution of 

1993-94 fire funds.  Each fire department in Walton  County will be allocated 

$9,597.86.  The total budget approved for the fire departments by the Board 

for fiscal year 1993-94 is $141,068.00.  Of this am ount, $20,734.05 was 

carried over from fiscal year 1992-93, for the fire  departments of Red Bay, 

Paxton, and Darlington.  The Fire Board has been al located $5,160.00 for 

administrative related expenses. 

 Mr. Matt Douglas, Ambulance Service Director, advi sed the Board of a 

District One EMS Meeting which he and Shirl William s attended in Pensacola on 

December 3, 1993.  Mr. Douglas stated that the meet ing was about the 

regionalization of EMS services from District One w hich includes Escambia, 

Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton Counties.  

 The Board agreed to appoint Commissioner Harris to  research the 

possibility of providing a Work Fare Program for Wa lton County.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to draft a letter of support to R epresentative Bert J. 

Harris, Jr., Chairman of the House Committee on Agr iculture and Consumer 

Services in Tallahassee, regarding Showell Farms. 

 The Board agreed to approve the bills which were r eceived without 
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purchase orders.  This item will be placed on the c onsent agenda. 

 The Board agreed upon the dates for the Workshops and Public Hearing to 

discuss the proposed rate increases by Florida Comm unity Services.  The two 

workshops will be held on January 10 and 24, 1993, at 6:00 P.M., at the 

Tourist Development Council Building.  The Public H earing will be held on 

February 8, 1993, at 1:00 P.M., in the Commission B oardroom of the Walton 

County Courthouse. 

 Chairman Porter called for a brief recess. 

 The Board agreed that the nuisance ordinance needs  to be revised to 

address more issues. 

 Mr. Robert Sheets, Vice-President of David M. Grif fith and Associates, 

Ltd., appeared before the Board to discuss the prop osed MSBU, Municipal 

Service Benefit Unit, for the EMS, Emergency Medica l Services.  Mr. Sheets 

explained the proposal in great depth. 

 There being no further discussion, Chairman Porter  adjourned the 

workshop. 

                              APPROVED:____________ _____________ 

                                       Gordon Porte r, Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Catherine King, Clerk 


