
                             WORKSHOP 

                         DECEMBER 21, 1998 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

Regular Workshop on Monday, December 21, 1998, at 8 :30 a.m., in the 

Commission Boardroom of the Walton County Courthous e. 

 The following members were present:  Chairman Joel  Paul, Jr., Vice-

Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Gene Ry an, Commissioner Randall 

Infinger, and Commissioner Herman Walker.  Ronnie E . Bell, Administrative 

Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Paul called the meeting to order followed  by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Finance Supervisor, prese nted the Expenditure 

Approval List (EAL) consisting of the following bil ls: 
 General Fund  $390,255.22 
 County Transportation Trust  184,492.74 
 Msq. Control                            555.36 
 Library                                 511.73 
 Recreation Plat Fee                     450.00 
 Solid Waste Enterprise               77,750.52 
 Mossy Head VFD                        1,169.27 
 Glendale VFD                            293.68 
 Darlington VFD        47.72 
 Liberty VFD     5,228.13 
 Red Bay VFD                              89.57 
 TDC/AmSouth    14,768.49 
 Driftwood Debt. Serv.                   477.57 
 Multi Purpose Trust Fund              8,475.50 
 General Fund (hand issue)             7,382.60 

 

The Commissioners reviewed the EAL.  Commissioner I nfinger stated that he 

would like to advertise for RFP's for the heating a nd air conditioning 

contract since it has expired.  The Board approved payment of the bills as 

presented on the EAL and placed this item on the co nsent agenda.   

 Mr. Don Cutchins, First Coast Auction, Tallahassee , Florida, appeared 

before the Commissioners to inform them that the ne xt auction will be held in 

Tallahassee in March of 1999, and invited Walton Co unty to participate. 

 Mr. Matt Douglass, EMS Director, appeared before t he Commissioners and 

presented a memorandum of understanding between Wal ton County Emergency 

Medical Services and the Sheriff's Department to ut ilize the helicopter as a 

medivac unit in the event of emergencies.  Discussi on was held regarding the 

liability involved.  The Board approved the agreeme nt contingent upon review 

and approval of the County Attorney.  This item wil l be placed on the consent 

agenda. 
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 The Board approved to hire Mr. Michael McHenry as a part-time Paramedic 

as requested by Mr. Douglass.  This item will be pl aced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Douglass to attend the Florida Emergency 

Medical Services Advisory Council Conference in Day tona Beach, Florida, on 

January 18-22, 1999.  This item will be placed on t he consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Douglass or an alternat e EMS employee to 

attend the Rule Development Workshop on February 4,  1999, in Tallahassee, 

Florida.  This item will be placed on the consent a genda. 

 Mr. Douglass stated that an employee from each roa d department needs to 

attend the CSTS Teams training session on February 4, 1999.  The purpose is 

to train county employees on how to respond and ass ist with heavy equipment 

in the event of a train accident.  The Board direct ed Mr. Douglass to send 

each department a memorandum informing them of the date and time. 

 The Board approved for Mr. Douglass to submit a le tter to Mr. Alex 

Dunsar approving to proceed with the placement of a n EMS station in Rosemary 

Beach.  This item will be placed on the consent age nda. 

 The Commissioners approved to advertise for three additional Paramedics 

and three EMT's for the EMS station at Rosemary Bea ch.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 

 Discussion was held regarding the hours currently being worked by EMS 

employees.  The Commissioners requested that Mr. Do uglass prepare a proposal 

with various shift scheduling scenarios in an attem pt to show the most 

efficient operating method.   

 Mr. Jerry Fountain, Purchasing Agent, appeared bef ore the Commissioners 

and presented the following two quotes for the repa ir of the septic tank 

drain field at Choctaw Park District 4. Windham's S eptic Tank Service - 

$1,381.75 and Florida Septic Tank and Superior - $1 ,832.00.  Mr. Fountain 

recommended awarding the quote to Windham's Septic Tank Service. The Board 

approved Mr. Fountain's request and placed this ite m on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the quotes for the installa tion of box culverts, 

District 1.  Butler Land Clearing (Larry Butler), F reeport, Florida - 

$21,500.00; Edwards Paving, Ponce DeLeon, Florida -  $22,495.00; Gum Creek 

Farms, DeFuniak Springs, Florida $37,490.00.  Mr. F ountain recommended 

awarding the quote to Butler Land Clearing.  The Bo ard approved to award this 

quote to Butler Land Clearing in the amount of $21, 500.00 and placed this 
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item on the consent agenda. Commissioner Butler sta ted that he is not related 

to Larry Butler. 

 Mr. Fountain presented quotes for rough cut lumber , District 3, from 

Frank's Cash and Carry, Freeport, Florida, in the a mount of $2,870.40 and 

Consolidated Ace, DeFuniak Springs, Florida in the amount of $3.327.36. The 

Board approved to award the low quote to Frank's Ca sh and Carry, Freeport, 

Florida, in the amount of $2,870.40 for rough cut l umber for District 3 and 

placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented a quote from Tractor and Eq uipment, Panama City, 

Florida, in the amount of $1,186.37 for repairs on the John Deere Dozier, 

District 3.  Mr. Fountain stated that he contacted several dealers and could 

only obtain one quote due to other companies not be ing equipped to provide 

the necessary services.  The Board approved for Tra ctor and Equipment to 

repair the dozier in the amount of $1,186.37.  This  item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Fountain presented the contract from Florida F ire Apparatus for the 

Chairman's signature, for the purchase of the fire truck for Darlington 

Volunteer Fire Department.  

 Commissioner Butler requested that Grainger Constr uction be contacted 

regarding the starting and completion date for the contract at Eastern Lake.  

Mr. Fountain will follow up on the contract. 

 The Board approved for District 3 to replace a tra nsmission in a truck, 

obtained from EMS, at a maximum cost of $2,500.00 a nd transfer the truck to 

District 3.  This item will be placed on the consen t agenda. 

 Commissioner Ryan stated that he would like to res earch the possibility 

of purchasing a computer system that has the capabi lities of tracking vehicle 

maintenance. Mr. Bodiford, Clerk of Court, advised the Commissioners that Mr. 

Steve Toepper, Librarian, and Mr. Alex Alford, Comp uter Programer with the 

Clerk's Office, have been working with the idea of a wide area network that 

could be utilized for this purpose.  Mr. Fountain w ill contact Mr. Toepper 

and Mr. Alford to discuss possible solutions. 

 The Board approved to advertise for bids for pest control services of 

various county buildings.  This item will be placed  on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Phil Givins, Chairman of the Walton County Fir e Board, updated the 

Commissioners on activities within the fire departm ents and also requested 

approval to advertise for bids for the purchase of fire hoses and equipment.  
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The Commissioners instructed Mr. Givins to utilize the Purchasing Department 

for the fire departments needs any time they can sa ve money. 

 Mr. Givins also requested authorization for Southe rn Linc to add 

regions 2 and 9 to the fire department's radio cove rage area in order to 

reduce the roaming charges.  Mr. Givins stated that  the talk-around time will 

be reduced from 1000 to 500 minutes per month but f elt that they would be 

able to stay within that allotted time.  The Commis sioners approved for 

Southern linc to add regions 2 and 9 at an addition al cost of $50.00 per 

month.  This item will be placed on the consent age nda. 

 Mr. Givins requested permission to establish a fiv e county emergency 

wildfire mutual aid system that would include Washi ngton, Bay, Holmes, 

Okaloosa and Walton Counties. Mr. Givins stated tha t the Fire Board approved 

for him to move forward with the mutual aid system and Captain Pagels was 

also in favor of the system.  The Commissioners als o agreed. 

 Mr. Givins advised the Commissioners that Liberty Volunteer Fire 

Department is returning a van to the Commissioners that they recently 

received from EMS.  He stated that the needed repai rs would be more costly 

than the value of the vehicle. 

 Mr. Ed Miner, County Engineer, advised the Commiss ioners that the 

bridge replacement resolution has been amended upon  the recommendation of 

FEMA and therefore needs to be amended by the Board .  The Commissioners 

agreed to have Attorney Miller review the amendment  process of a resolution 

and consider further tomorrow. 

 The Board approved to purchase a 10 ton hydraulic boom crane from 

surplus equipment, Starke, Florida, in the amount o f $3,200.00.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Miner reminded the Commissioners that the bid needs to be awarded 

for the lab testing for the Landfill.  Mr. Miner ag reed with Hartman and 

Associate's recommendation to award the bid to Sava nnah Laboratories. Mr. 

Miner stated that Savannah Laboratory has the best performance record with 

the Department of Environmental Protection and ther efore feels that they 

could best serve Walton County. The Commissioners a greed to discuss this 

further tomorrow. 

 The Commissioners agreed to advertise for RFQ's fo r a Storm Water 

Management Study and Plan for areas south of U.S. H ighway 20. This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 
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 Mr. Miner presented a copy of his proposal for a c entralized road plan 

for each Commissioners review during the upcoming w orkshop. 

 Mr. Malcolm Patterson, Executive Director of the T ourist Development 

Council, appeared before the Commissioners and requ ested authorization to 

advertise for bids for Environmental and Coastal En gineering and Planning 

Services for the TDC, which is funded through bed t ax revenues.  The Board 

approved and placed this item on the consent agenda . 

 Mr. Patterson also requested to advertise for bids  for the purchase of 

a new beach truck for the TDC's beach crew.  The Bo ard approved to advertise 

and placed this item on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved for the TDC to hire two  contract laborers to 

assist with winter projects.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Patterson advised the Commissioners that Ms. T itus will begin on 

January 4, 1999, as the new Executive Director for the Tourist Development 

Council and he will remain on staff through January  15.   

 The Board approved an interdepartmental transfer o f $120,643.00 from 

Reserve of Contingencies into Professional Services  for flood mitigation to 

Murphree Bridge Corporation. This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved a $2,000 bond for Ms. Marge Cra wford, South Walton 

Mosquito Control Commissioner.  This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved a four year lease agree ment in the amount of 

$1,200 annually between Walton County and the Mirac le Strip American Legion 

Post 264 for the property that the Health Departmen t Office is located on in 

South Walton.  This item will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from TCI Cable informi ng the Commissioners 

that Time Warner has announced an exchange of some cable services, which 

includes TCI of DeFuniak Springs.  Mr. Bell advised  that the exchange will 

require final Board approval due to their franchise . 

 Mr. Bell presented an appraisal for the Commission ers review of the 

Rushing property, located at 5th Street and Sloss A venue, which is valued at 

$85,000.00. 

 The Board approved to submit a letter in support o f the West Florida 

Regional Planning Council's efforts regarding the G reen Ways and Trails 

Program. This item will be placed on the consent ag enda. 

 The Board approved to prepare a resolution in supp ort of financing of 
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the previously purchased crane from AmSouth, contin gent upon Attorney 

Miller's review of the resolution.  This item will be placed on the consent 

agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented the architectural services cont ract from Carlan 

Killam.  Commissioner Ryan questioned various types  of facilities that could 

be constructed in place of an addition to the curre nt jail.  It was 

recommended that the newly elected Commissioners me et with Sheriff McMillan 

and tour the current facility. 

 The Board approved to submit a form to the Florida  Association of 

Counties identifying Revision 7 implementation as a  key issue for Walton 

County and make it a top priority for the 1999 legi slative session and 

authorizing our contract lobbyist, Kassy Keyes, to meet with FAC staff for a 

briefing and to coordinate lobbying activities on R evision 7.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved Monday, January 18, 1999, as th e designated holiday 

for Martin Luther King Day.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved an agreement between Walton Cou nty and Okaloosa-

Walton Community College, for OWCC to provide custo mized computer training 

for county personnel.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved an agreement with the Departmen t of Community 

Affairs for the river buy-out program of up to seve n properties. This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Bell presented two invoices for the RACO for t he period from 

September 15, 1999, through October 15, 1999.  The invoice is for $1,405.95 

which was prorated due to the RACO not being in ope ration during this time. 

The second invoice is for the amount of $11,000 for  the period December 1 

through December 31, 1999.  Questions were raised r egarding the date the 

machine was actually put back into operation. This item will be discussed 

during tomorrow's regular meeting. 

 The Board approved to amend the payment to Mossy H ead Waterworks from 

$800.00 to $826.97 for the repair of a damaged fire  hydrant.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda.  Commissioner Infi nger stated that the 

invoice was an additional $26.97 over the previousl y approved $800.00. 

 The Board approved to submit two letters in suppor t of the Walton 

Vocational Technical School for the Capitalization Grants for the LPN and 

Computer Technician Courses.  This item will be pla ced on the consent agenda. 
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 The Board approved for Mr. Bell to submit a letter  to Ms. Emily 

Wilcheck authorizing use of the bike paths on CR 30 A for a bicycle tour on 

February 27, 1999, in support of Multiple Sclerosis . This item will be placed 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Commissioners approved to advertise for bids f or the purchase of 

two copy machines, one for the North Walton Annex a nd one for the South 

Walton Annex.  This item will be placed on the cons ent agenda. 

 The Board approved to submit a letter to Mr. Bobby  George, Curt Miller 

Oil Company, Bonifay, Florida, requesting detailed information on all 

invoices.  This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Ms. Shirl Williams, Assistant Administrative Super visor, requested that 

an updated list of authorized county personnel's si gnature be submitted to 

Marianna Surplus. Discussion followed regarding the  proper personnel who 

needs access to purchase surplus equipment. 

 The Board approved to transfer the County's long d istance phone 

services to Excell Communications in an attempt to save money, upon the 

recommendation of Ms. Williams. This item will be p laced on the consent 

agenda. 

 Ms. Williams advised the Commissioners that the te rms of three Code 

Enforcement Board Members have expired and need to be reappointed.  Mr. 

Phillip Spann, Mr. Tom Stein, Ms. Jan Moore. Mr. Ke n Little, Code Enforcement 

Officer, recommended by letter, to reappoint each o f the three members to a 

three year term.  The Commissioners agreed to readd ress this issue in 

January. 

 Ms. Williams advised the Commissioners that Seasca pe Resort has 

requested an extension to their build out date and will be present tomorrow 

to present their request.  Ms. Meg Stevenson, South  Walton Community Council,  

requested that the Commissioners table a decision r egarding Seascape while 

the EAR amendments are still being considered. 

 Commissioner Walker advised that he no longer sees  the need to employ 

the two night guards for District 2 and 3 and reque sted to terminate those 

positions effective January 1, 1999.  The Board agr eed and placed this item 

on the consent agenda. 

 The Board also approved to advertise, according to  policy, for one 

position in District 2 and one position in District  3.  This item will be 

placed on the consent agenda. 
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 Vice-Chairman Butler presented a request from Spri nt requesting the use 

of a county easement in District 5 for the purpose of placing a switching 

station.  The Commissioners agreed to have Attorney  Miller review the request 

before approving the request. 

 Mr. Butler informed the Commissioners of a situati on in Mirimar Beach 

where a property owner is requesting approval to us e a portion of the 

county's right-of-way to place his septic tank on.  The property owner lost a 

portion of beach front property during the hurrican e and no longer has enough 

property to place the septic tank.  The Commissione rs requested to discuss 

this issue when Attorney Miller is present. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned at 11:40 

a.m. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  Joel Paul, Jr., C hairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


