
                             WORKSHOP 

                         DECEMBER 22, 1997 

 

 The Board of County Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, held a 

workshop on Monday, December 22, 1997 at 8:30 a.m.,  in the Commission 

Boardroom of the Walton County Courthouse. 

 The following Board members were present:  Chairma n William A. Young, 

Vice-Chairman Van Ness Butler, Jr., Commissioner Jo el Paul, Jr., Commissioner 

Randall Infinger and Commissioner Gordon Porter.  R onnie E. Bell, 

Administrative Supervisor, was also present. 

 Chairman Young called the meeting to order followe d by pledging 

allegiance to the American Flag and prayer. 

 Commissioner Paul requested permission to advertis e for bids for the 

purchase and installation of a chain link fence for  the District 1 Yard. Mr. 

Jerry Fountain, Shop Manager/Purchasing Agent state d that he received several 

phone quotes and the approximate cost given was $12 ,000 to $15,000. The Board 

agreed to advertise for bids and place this item on  the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Porter introduced Christina Hawkins t o the Commissioners 

and stated that Ms. Hawkins is seeking employment. 

 Mr. Ron Irlbeck appeared before the Board to infor m the Commissioners 

that Runge Auto Salvage has been crushing cars with out the proper operating 

permits and has no containment facility to catch li quids being extracted from 

the vehicles which are being crushed.  Mr. Irlbeck stated that the Sheriff's 

Office checked into the situation and reported that  the crusher was operating 

and diesel fumes were present in the air. 

 Commissioner Porter apologized for the activity ta king place because he 

granted permission to crush the vehicles so that Ru nge's Auto Salvage could 

clear their property of the remaining vehicles. Com missioner Porter stated 

that he was not aware that the crushing would conti nue late into the night or 

last as long as it did.  Commissioner Porter recomm ended for all operations 

to cease immediately. 

  Lisa Minshew, Attorney for Runge Auto Salvage, ap peared before the 

Commissioners and requested a temporary permit to a llow the remaining 

vehicles to be crushed so they can be removed and t he area can be cleaned up.  

Ms. Minshew stated that Runge's has a temporary cru sher and is requesting 

Walton County to issue a two-day permit to crush th e remaining vehicles for 

removal. Ms. Minshew stated that the process requir es all fuel tanks to be 
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dismantled before crushing and the remainder of the  vehicle is crushed, no 

other dismantling is done on site.  She also stated  that the temporary 

crusher has a holding tank on it which collects any  residue that may leak 

from the vehicles during the crushing process. 

 Motion by Commissioner Porter to enter into specia l session, second by 

Commissioner Infinger.  Ayes 5, Nayes 0. Porter Aye , Infinger Aye, Paul Aye, 

Butler Aye, Young Aye.  

 Motion by Commissioner Porter to have Runge Auto S alvage stop all 

operations.  Motion died for a lack of a second.  

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Commissione r Infinger to grant a 

two day permit to Runge Auto Salvage to operate the  crusher during daylight 

hours only with no dismantling and operations be mo nitored by Ken Little, 

Code Enforcement Officer.  Ayes 4, Nayes 1. Porter Naye, Infinger Aye, Paul 

Aye, Butler Aye, Young Aye. 

 Motion by Commissioner Paul, second by Commissione r Infinger to end 

special session. Ayes 5, Nayes 0. Porter Aye, Infin ger Aye, Paul Aye, Butler 

Aye, Young Aye. 

 Mr. Lloyd Blue appeared before the Board to reques t a variance to the 

Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance for the Grayton Beach area.  Mr. Blue requested 

the hours of sale for alcoholic beverages in Grayto n Beach be extended until 

2:00 a.m., January 1, 1998 for New Year's Eve.  Thi s item will be placed on 

the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Lynda Robinson, Human Resource Officer, prese nted several 

Personnel Committee recommendations to the Board fo r their consideration.  

Mrs. Robinson stated that the committee recommended  hiring Samantha Schley as 

Janitor at $5.50 per hour, hire Clearance Gainer an d Donald Meyers as 

Custodians at $5.80 per hour, transfer Misty Thornt on from the South Walton 

Building Department to the Building Department in D eFuniak Springs and hire 

Kathy Warner for the South Walton Building Departme nt at $7.00 per hour.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson stated that the committee recommende d $5.80 per hour for 

Mr. Gainer and Mr. Meyers due to prior custodial ex perience and being placed 

on the evening shift. 

 Commissioner Paul suggested making it a part of th e normal process to 

send a thank-you letter to applicants applying for employment when someone is 

not selected so they will be informed that they wer e not the selected 
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applicant.  The Board agreed. 

 Mrs. Robinson stated that there is a position open  for Planning 

Secretary and one position in District 1 for Truck Driver/Secretary, which 

the Personnel Committee will be meeting at a later date to review 

applications. 

 Mrs. Robinson recommended changing the residency r equirement in 

personnel policy 3.0, based upon a recommendation f rom Attorney Miller, to 

read "there are no residency requirements as a cond ition of employment". This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda and will be effective December 23, 

1997. 

 Mrs. Robinson also recommended adding a statement to the Personnel 

Policy to read "all provisions of the Veteran's Pre ference Act will be 

complied with".  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda and to be 

effective December 23, 1997. 

 Commissioner Paul requested to add a "no-smoking p olicy" to the 

Personnel Policy prohibiting smoking in county buil dings or county vehicles.  

This item will be placed on the consent agenda and will be effective December 

23, 1997. 

 The Board agreed to allow Mr. Nick Ramos, District  4 employee, to carry 

over 237.39 excess annual leave hours to be used pr ior to December 31, 1998. 

This item will be placed on the consent agenda. The  excess hours were a 

result of legal action that had been taken by Mr. R amos resulting in 

reinstatement to employment in 1993.  Commissioner Porter will consult with 

Mrs. Robinson as to the best solution for Mr. Ramos  to use the hours. 

 The Board agreed to approve employment changes for  Mr. Ken Little based 

upon the recommendations of Mrs. Shirl Williams, As sistant Administrative 

Supervisor.  Mrs. Williams requested Mr. Little's j ob description be changed 

to Planning Technician/Code Enforcement Officer/Sce nic Corridor Review 

Specialist and raise his rate of pay from $12.00 to  $14.00 per hour.  This 

item will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Commissioner Paul requested to reclassify Mr. Mick ey Strickland, 

District 1 employee, as Administrative Assistant an d raise his pay from $6.88 

to $7.80 per hour based on his Bachelor's Degree an d Class A CDL license.  

Mrs. Robinson stated that the Personnel Committee m ade the same 

recommendation.  This item will be placed on the co nsent agenda. 

 Mrs. Robinson presented a letter from Mr. Rusty Fl oyd, Landfill 
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Supervisor, requesting to reclassify Mrs. Betty Mil ler as Administrative 

Assistant and raise her rate of pay from $8.00 to $ 9.00 per hour.  The 

Personnel Committee reviewed her job duties as Secr etary and Scale Operator, 

her five year tenure with the county, and recommend ed the reclassification 

and raise.  This item will be placed on the consent  agenda. 

 Mrs. Martha Ingle, Budget Officer, presented infor mation regarding 

Budget Amendment #2, scheduled for a Public Hearing  on December 23, 1997, for 

the Board's review. The following are the recommend ed amounts to be amended: 
 
GENERAL FUND:  
Planning Department          
  Revenues-DCA Evaluation and Appraisal Report  
           Assistance Program Contract         $ 14 ,069 
 
  Expenditures-Prof. Services                  $ 14 ,069 
State Attorney    
  Revenues-Bal. brought Forward                $ 
10,600 
 
  Expenditures-Utilities                       $  3 ,600 
                       Repair and Maint.                  7,000 
                                                 To tal $ 10,600 
Public Defender     
  Revenues-Bal. brought Forward                $  7 ,200 
 
  Expenditures-Travel                          $  
6,200 
                       Rentals                            1,000 
                                                 To tal $  7,200 
Other Maintenance Service    
          Revenues- Bal. brouth Forward                $  1,000 
 
          Expenditures-Miscellaneous                   $  1,000 
 
Parks      
  Revenues-Beach Sand Fencing                  $    328 
 
          Expenditures-Repair and Maint.               $    328 
COUNTY TRANSPORTATION 
District 1           
  Revenues-Surplus Equip. Sales                $     
50 
 
          Expenditures-Office Supplies                 $     50 
District 2       
          Revenues-Surplus Equip. Sales                $    250 
 
          Expenditures-Mach. and Equipment             $    250 
 District 3  
          Revenues-Surplus Equip. Sales                $  3,035 
 
     Expenditures-Machinery and Equipment         $   3,035 
District 4     
          Revenues-Surplus Equip. Sales                $  7,970 
 
      Expenditures-Road Materials                  $  7,970 
 
District 5     
  Revenues-Surplus Equip. Sales      
         
 $  5,750 
 
      Expenditures-Machinery and Equipment         $  5,750 
REVENUES 
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  Federal Disaster Relief                      $504 ,679 
 
EXPENDITURES 
      District 5-Road Materials                    $266,415 
          Hurricane Opal                                238,264 
          payment to DOT                         To tal $504,679 
Shop   
  Revenues-Surplus Equip. Sales                $  2 ,575 
 
          Expenditures-Machinery and Equipment         $  2,575 
County Wide   
  Revenues       
         
 $  2,575 
 
  Expenditures-Salaries                        $  2 ,575 
REVENUES 
  Balance Brought Forward                $ 
16,800 
 
EXPENDITURES 
        Rentals       
          $ 14,800 
    Road Materials                                  2,000 
                    $ 16,800 
  BRIDGE CREW 
   Revenues                           
 $166,200 
 
          Expenditures-Salaries                        $ 56,520 
                       Overtime                           6,000 
                       FICA                               4,783 
                       Retirement                        10,897 
                       Travel                               500 
                       Communications                     2,000 
           Rentals                           48,000  
            Repair and Maint.                  1,00 0 
                       Operating Supplies                 2,500 
                       Machinery and Equip.              34,000 
                                                 To tal $166,200 
FINE & FORFEITURE  
  Revenues                                     $ 26 ,856 
 
          Expenditures-Personal Services               $  2,824 
                       Capital Outlay                    24,032 
                                                 To tal $ 26,856 
MOSQUITO CONTROL STATE 
          Revenues                                     $  8,189 
 
          Expenditures-Contract Services               $  5,000 
                       Operating Expenses                 3,189 
                                                 To tal $  8,189 
NORTH WALTON MOSQ. CONTROL        
  Revenues       
          $ 
39,593 
 
          Expenditures-Salaries                        $ 25,593 
                       Prof. Services                       500 
                       Contract Services                    500 
                       Repair & Maint                     1,000 
                       Operating Supplies                 7,000 
                       Mach. & Equipment                  5,000 
                                                 To tal $ 39,593 
RECREATION PLAT FEE 
   Revenues                                     $ 3 4,048 
 
  Expenditures-Other Contract Services         $ 22 ,250 
                       Mach. & Equipment                 11,798 
                                                 To tal $ 34,048  
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 Commissioner Porter questioned purchasing the leas ed crane.  Mrs. Ingle 

stated that there are approximately 4 months left o n the lease.  Mr. Porter 

stated that he would wait until that time to consid er it again. 

 Mrs. Ingle requested the Board adopt a resolution amending $10,000 

Litter Grant Funds into the Landfill budget.  This item will be placed on the 

consent agenda. 

 The Board agreed to approve payment of an invoice to Preble-Rish, 

Engineering Services, Destin, Florida, in the amoun t of $6,479.19 for 

services provided in District 1 on CR 3280 and Blac kcreek Blvd.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Mr. Ralph Rish, Preble-Rish Engineering Services, presented a proposal 

for engineering services to the Commission for appr oval.  After discussion 

was held, Mr. Rish agreed to remove the charge for travel and include a 

statement for submitting invoices, and submit a con struction estimate for any 

project to the respective district for review.  Mr.  Rish agreed to work with 

Mr. Bell in re-wording the agreement to present to the Board on Tuesday for 

approval. 

 Mr. Rish requested permission to submit plan revie ws, prepared by 

Regional Engineering, to Pompano Engineering for re view when necessary to 

prevent any possible conflict of interest situation s.  Commissioner Paul 

suggested that the plans be submitted to Shirl Will iams for review.  The 

Board agreed. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from First Coast Aucti on and Realty, Inc., 

Jacksonville, Florida, inviting Walton County to pa rticipate in their next 

auction which will be held in Tallahassee on Thursd ay, March 13, 1998. 

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Mr. Charles Berge r, Project Engineer, 

Preble-Rish, Inc., which states that the Department  of Environmental 

Protection is requiring wetland mitigation for the Blue Ridge Road Project.  

Mr. Bell will contact Mr. Berger for further inform ation and report back to 

the Board. 

 The Board approved to grant a variance for beach p ermit dog tags to Roy 

and Rose-marie Trowell and John H. Hall.  This item  will be placed on the 

consent agenda.  The Commissioners voiced their con cern with issuing the 

variances due to creating a situation that may allo w too many requests for 

variances to be approved.  

 Mr. Bell presented a letter from Allen Brown, Dist rict 5 Foreman, for 
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the Board's consideration.  Mr. Brown addressed his  concerns with some 

possible problems that may arise due to the restric tions placed by the new 

purchasing policies.    

 The Board agreed to endorse the Community Traffic Safety Program Team 

through the Department of Transportation.  The prog ram provides a team which 

is made up of representatives of engineers, law enf orcement, emergency 

medical services, and education to identify traffic  hazards.  This item will 

be placed on the consent agenda. 

 Chairman Young addressed the issue of the newly re vised spending limit 

established in the purchasing policies.  Mr. Young requested each 

Commissioner prepare a list of items that may be ex ceptions to the newly 

revised spending limits and present for discussion at the regular BCC meeting 

on December 23, 1997. 

 Mrs. Suedelle Wilkerson, Accounting Supervisor, pr esented the (EAL) 

Expenditure Accounting List for review of all expen ditures to be approved for 

payment.  The total amount of expenditures on the E AL total $959,984.48 and 

additional expenses not included on the EAL total $ 136,852.29 for a total of 

$1,096,836.77. 

 Mrs. Williams advised the Board that the State has  terminated the 

Florida Fix Program which caused the Council on Agi ng to lose the funding 

which supports the staff position responsible for m anaging the program and 

requested the Board to reallocate the $35,000 SHIP funds as follows:  $15,000 

to Housing Rehabilitation, $10,000 to Rural Develop ment, and $10,000 to Tri-

County Community Council.  The Board agreed and wil l place this item on the 

consent agenda. 

 Mrs. Williams brought to the attention of the Boar d a scrivener's error 

on County Ordinance 97-44 for Lorraine Morgan.  The  change needs to reflect 

ten acres instead of nine.  Mrs. Williams will cont act Attorney Miller for 

advice on the best method for correcting the error.  

 Mrs. Williams thanked the Board for approving the employment changes 

for Ken Little.  

 Vice-Chairman Butler requested the Board consider revising the Town 

Center plan by eliminating all private, commercial and residential uses and 

prepare a new site plan to be used only for public purposes, such as, but not 

limited to the following:  Courthouse Annex, Librar y, Community College, 

Middle School, High School, Community Center, Recre ational Complex; little 
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league, soccer fields, football fields, YMCA and YW CA; basketball, swimming 

pool, Walton County Health Department, Walton Count y Chamber of Commerce, 

Fire Department, and EMS. 

 The Board agreed to discuss this item further on T uesday, December 23, 

1997.  

 The Board approved construction of a bridge in Dis trict 4 on Corbin 

Gainey Road and agreed to allow the present approve d 2 span bridge be moved 

to the new location on the paved section of Corbin Gainey Road.  This item 

will be placed on the consent agenda. 

 The Board approved for Choctaw Bay Piling to const ruct a seawall at 

Villa Tasso for District 4.  This item will be plac ed on the consent agenda. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was a djourned. 

 

                         APPROVED:_________________ _________ 

                                  William A. Young,  Chairman 

ATTEST:_______________________ 

       Dan Bodiford, Clerk 


