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 AUGUST 22, 1969 – SPECIAL MEETING 

The Board of County Commissioners and the Tax Assessor of Walton County met 

in special session at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, August 22, 1969 as a Board of Tax Equalizers. 

Each member of the Board was present, together with the Tax Assessor, the Clerk to the 

Board, and the Deputy Clerk. The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and Prayer by the Chairman. 

 Mrs. Mary McConnell and Mrs. Pauline Loveland were sworn in and protested 

the assessed valuation of $13,700.00 on their Lot #48 on Circle Drive in DeFuniak, this 

being a 50 foot lot. Comparisons were made with the following assessments: $8,250 - 

Hillard; $25,300 - Hugh Adams; $8,800 - Howard Storrs; $13,200 - Henry Elliott; 

$9,350.00 - Mrs. Virginia Clark; $9,900.00 - Harry Seymour. A motion was made by 

Commissioner Adair that the assessment on this lot be reduced to $9,900.00. An 

amendment to the motion was made by Commissioner Wilkerson that the assessment be 

reduced to $10,000.00. The amendment died for lack of a second. Commissioner Martin 

seconded by original motion and it carried unanimously. 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Wilkerson, seconded by Commissioner Burgess, 

the meeting recessed as Equalizers and reconvened as County Commissioners. 

 Dr. W. G. Simpson, County Health Officer, was present to discuss the budget 

request for the Health Center for the coming year. He stated that they can operate on the 

approximately $30,000.00 requested for this year but that next year they will probably 

have to have at least $35,000.00. The Board discussed with Dr. Simpson the possibility of 

charging fees for certain services performed at the Health Department. He suggested that 

possibly a $2.00 inspection fee might be placed on septic tank inspections and he will 
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present a list of services rendered by them and the Board can then determine if fees on 

any other services should be charged. 

 The hour being 10:00 a.m. the Board proceeded to open bids as advertised for a 

new photo static machine for the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court. Only one bid 

was received being from the Itek Business Products on 1 #11042 – 14.8 High Speed 

Recorder with a purchase price of $14,950.00 plus $394.00 for 1 #14131-Pako 

Hydroraixer 36-W Mixer, less trade in on Haloid Rectigraph #D-1587 at $394.00; 

Payment to be on a 3-year deferred payment. Upon motion by Commissioner Adair, 

seconded by Commissioner Burgess, the Board voted unanimously to accept this bid and 

purchase the machine. 

 Upon motion by Commissioner Wilkerson, seconded by Commissioner Burgess, 

the Board recessed as a board of Commissioners and reconvened as a Board of 

Equalizers. 

 Mrs. Sam Whaley of Santa Rosa Beach was sworn in and protested her 

assessment of $3,362.00 on a lot with cabin on it, which she says has no road by which 

assess may be made and no bay-front location, it has one bedroom, kitchen, and back 

porch. After comparison with other assessments in this location, and upon motion by 

Commissioner Adair, seconded by Commissioner Wilkerson, the Board voted 

unanimously to leave the assessment as it is. 

 Upon notion by Commissioner Wilkerson, seconded by Commissioner Burgess, 

the Board recessed as Equalizers and reconvened as County Commissioners. 

 Mr. Edsel Thomaston cane by and left the Board a list of the amounts paid by the 

Federal and/or State to supplement the salaries and other expenses of the Extension 
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Service in the County. 

 Mrs. Jane Patton, of the Bay County Public Library, was present and reviewed 

with the Board the proposed budget for the New Year, indicating that the Regional 

Library could continue with the same contribution from Walton County that was made 

this year instead of the proposed increase. 

 Mrs. Griggs of the Florida State Library made a trip from Tallahassee to discuss 

the advantages to Walton County in being a member of the Regional Library and to 

request the Board to reconsider and not withdraw from this organization. 

 The Board advised both of these that it would take this matter up again when the 

Tentative Budget is adopted. 

 There being no further business, the meeting recessed until Saturday morning. 

 


