EMERGENCY ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE TESTING OF EXPLOSIVES

AND/OR WEAPONS AND FIREARMS IN WALTON COUNTY WITHOUT

A PERMIT; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING PENALTIES

FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of
Walton County, Florida:

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Walton
County, Florida, is concerned for the public health, safety, and
welfare of its citizens, and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined
that certain interest has been shown in establishing a munitions
and explosive testing company on property located in Walton
County, Florida, and

WHEREAS, the Board feels explosive charges should not be
allowed with a weight greater than fifty (50) pounds (TNT Equip-
ment) per test; nor should gun and projectile testing be allowed
with projectile charges of more than fifty (50) millimeters
in diameter, and

WHEREAS, operations should not be conducted between sunset
and sunrise, and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners feels that to
insure the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens, appli-
cation for a permit authorizing such testing should be made, and

WHEREAS, the Board feels that failure to require a permit for
such operations could endanger the health, safety, and welfare
of the citizens of Walton County,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED as follows:

Section 1: Engaging in the business of testing firearms or
explosives as defined herein, without first obtaining a permit
from the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida,

is strictly prohibited.
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Section 2: For purposes of this agreement, the following
definitions apply:

"Firearm" means any weapon (including a starter gun) which
will, or is designed to, or may be readily converted to, expel
a projectile by the action of an explosive; the frame or receiver
of any such weapon; any firearm muffler or firearm silencer;
any destructive device; or any machine gun.

"Explosives" means any chemical compound, mixture or device,
the primary purpose of which is to function by explosion. The
term "explosives" includes, but is not limited to, dynamite,
nitroglycerin, trinitrotoluene, other high explosives, black
powder, pellet powder, initiating explosives, detonators, safety
fuses, squibs, detonating cord, igniter cord, and igniters.
"Explosives" does not include cartridges for firearms and does
not include fireworks as defined in chapter 791 of the Florida
Statutes.

Section 3: Before a permit shall issue, the applicant shall
submit to the Board of County Commissioners his application for
permit. Should the application evidence an intent to test
"explosives", the application shall also be accompanied by a
certified copy of applicant's license to operate in the State
of Florida, as secured from the Division of State Fire Marshall
of the Department of Insurance.

Said application shall also state in detail, the operation
proposed to be conducted in Walton County; the location of the
site upon which the testing operations are to be conducted;
the nearest dwelling or building to the testing site.

Section 4: The applicant must demonstrate before a permit
will issue, to the Board of County Commissioners, to its satis-
faction, that there is no danger from noise disturbance or
other danger to the health, safety and welfare of other persons

Or property.



Should the Board, in its discretion, find that the proposed
operation poses a danger to the health, safety, and welfare of
the citizens of Walton County, FLorida, said permit shall be
denied.

Section 5: All permits shall provide, among such other
regulations as the Board of County Commissioners may from time
to time deem necessary, the following:

(a) Fire explosive charges with a maximum weight greater
than fifty (50) pounds (TNT Equipment) shall be
prohibited.

(b) Gun and projectile testing with projectile sizes
of more than fifty (50) millimeters in diameter is

prohibited.

(c) The conducting of operations as defined herein
between sunset and sunrise is prohibited.

(d) The conducting of operations with chemical
munitions, poison gases or like substances is
prohibited.

(e) The conducting of operations with nuclear materials
and/or the storage or disposal of nuclear waste is
prohibited.

(f) All permits shall describe the area in which the
tests are to be conducted.

(g) A copy of the permit shall be posted conspicuously
at the test site.

(h) Any permit granted by the Board of County Commissioners
may be revoked at any time as the Board determines
that the operation of the permitee constitutes a
significant danger to the health, safety, and welfare
of other persons or property.

(i) All permits issued hereunder shall expire one year
from the date of issuance.

Section 6: Violations of the provisions of this ordinance
shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be punished by fine
not to exceed the sum of $500. Each day such operation exists
shall constitute a separate and distinct offense.

Section 7: Severability Clause. It is declared hereby to
be the legislative intent of the Board of County Commissioners,
that if any section, subdivision, sentence, clause or provision
of this ordinance is held invalid, the remainder shall continue

in full force and effect.



Section 8: The provisions of this ordinance shall take
effective as provided by law.

ADOPTED this 28thday of October , 1980.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

by

Derward Owens, Chairman

ATTEST:

Ao

Philip A. Anderson, Clerk




