
ORDINANCE NO. CJ lo -IF 
AN ORDINANCE TO LEVY AND IMPOSE A TWO (2) PER CENT 
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX PURSUANT TO THE "LOCAL 
OPTION TOURIST DEVELOPMENT ACT" AS ENACTED BY THE 
LEGISLATURE FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA; PROVIDING 
FOR THE COLLECTION OF SAID TAX; PROVIDING THAT THE 
REVENUE SO RAISED BE UTILIZED TO PROMOTE AND 
ADVERTISE TOURISM, AND FINANCE BEACH IMPROVEMENT, 
MAINTENANCE, RENOURISHMENT, RESTORATION AND 
EROSION CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR AND ADOPTING THE 
WALTON COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT PLAN; 
ESTABLISHING AND APPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE WALTON 
COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL; PROVIDING FOR 
THE TERMS, QUALIFICATIONS, AND POWERS OF THE 
MEMBERS OF SAID COUNCIL; PROVIDING AUTHORITY TO 
PLEDGE REVENUES TO SECURE AND LIQUIDATE REVENUE 
BONDS; PROVIDING FOR VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES; 
PROVIDING FOR REFERENDUM APPROVAL PRIOR TO 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE; AND PROVIDING 
METHOD OF REPEAL. 

WHEREAS, Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes, provides 

for the levy of a local option tourist development tax by 

any county; and 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of Section 1 25.0104, 

Florida Statutes, this Board adopted a resolution 

establishing and appointing the members of the Walton County 

Tourist Development Council; and 

WHEREAS, said tourist development council presented to 

this Board its plan for tourist development; and 

WHEREAS, notice of a special referendum election to 

vote on this ordinance will be duly published as provided by 

Section 100.342, Florida Statutes; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1: (a) There is hereby levied and imposed a 

tourist development tax in the hereinafter described 

subcounty special district of Florida, at the rate of two 

(2) percent of each whole and major fraction of each dollar 

of the total rental charged every person who rents, leases 

or lets for consideration any living quarters or 

accommodations in any hotel, apartment hotel, motel, resort 



'\. 

motel, apartment, apartment motel, rooming house, tourist or 

trailer camp, or condominium for a term of six (6) months or 

l ess. When receipt of consideration is by way of property 

other than money, the tax shall be levied and imposed on the 

fair market value of such nonmonetary considerations. 

(b) The tourist development t ax shall be 

in addition to any other tax imposed pursuant to Chapter 

212, Florida Statutes, and in addition to all other taxes, 

fees, and the considerations for t he rental or lease. 

(c) The tourist development tax shall be 

charged by the person receiving the consideration for the 

lease or rental, and it shall be collected from the lessee, 

tenant, or customer at the time of payment of the 

consideration for such lease or rental. 

(d) The person receiving the consideration 

for such rental or l ease shall receive, account for, and 

remit the tax to the State of Florida Department of Revenue 

at the time and in the manner provided for persons who 

collect and remit taxes under Section 212.03, Florida 

Statutes . The same duties and privileges imposed by Chapter 

212, Florida Statutes, upon dealers in tangible property, 

respecting the collection and remission of tax, the making 

or returns, the keeping of books, records, and accounts, and 

compliance with the rules of the Florida Department of 

Revenue in the administration of said chapter shall apply 

to and be binding upon all persons who are subject to the 

provisions of this act; provided, however, the said 

Department of Revenue may authorize a quarterly return and 

payment when the tax remitted by the dealer for the 

preceding quarter did not exceed $25.00. 

(e) The said Department of Revenue shall 

keep records showing the amount of taxes collected, which 



records shall also include records disclosing the amount of 

taxes col l ected for and from each county in which the tax 

authorized by this act is applicable. These records shall 

be open to the public during the regular office hours of the 

said Department of Revenue, as provided in Section 213.072, 

Florida Statutes. 

(f) Collections received by the said 

Department of Revenue from the tax , less costs of 

administration of this ordinance shall be paid and retu rned, 

on a monthly basis, to Walton County for use by the county 

in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance and 

shall be placed in the county tourist development trust 

fund. 

(g) The s aid Department of Revenue, under 

the applicable rule s of the Career Service Commission, is 

authorized to employ persons and incur other expenses as 

appropriated by the legislature of t h e State of F l orida to 

administer this ordinance. 

(h) The said Department of Revenue may 

promulgate such rules and may prescribe and publish such 

forms as may be necessary to effectuate the purpose of this 

ordinance. 

SECTION II: The tax revenues received pursuant to this 

ordinance shall be used to fund the Walton County tourist 

development plan , which is hereby adopted as fol l ows: 

The anticipated revenue to be produ ced by the tourist 

development tax hereby levied is annually, less costs of 

administration as retained by the Department of Revenue, 

St a t e of Florida. 

The area to be included within the subcounty specia l 

district shall be as fol lows : 

All of Walton County lying south of the intercoastal 
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waterway. 

The anticipated net tourist development tax revenue to 

be derived by the county for the 24 months following the 

levy of the tax is approximately 

The following is a list, in the order of priority, of 

the proposed uses of the funds anticipated to be available 

for the 24 months immediately following its initial levy and 

the approximate expense allocation for each specific project 

or special use: 

1. Tourist Advertising/Promotion 

2. Beach Maintenance 

3. Advertising/Promotion Materials 

4. Postage, Phones, Office Supplies 

5. Maintenance Reserve 

6. Administrative Expense 

7. Contingency 

The above and foregoing tourist development plan may 

not be amended except by ordinance enacted by an affirmative 

vote of a majority plus one additional member of the Board 

of County Commissioners. 

SECTION III: There is hereby established, pursuant to 

the provisions of Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes, an 

advisory council to be known as the Walton County Tourist 

Development Council." Appointments to the Walton County 

Tourist Development have previously been made by Resolution 
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and are hereby ratified and affirmed, a copy of said 

Resolution being attached hereto. 

The council hereby established shall, from time to 

time, make recommendations to the Board of County 

Commissioners for the effective operation of the uses of the 

tourist development tax revenue raised by the tax hereby 

l evi ed and may perform such other duties or functions as 

h ereinafter may be prescribed by ordinance or resolution. 

The council shall conti nuously review all expenditures 

of revenue raised by the tax hereby l evied and shall report 

to the Board of County Commissioners all expenditures of 

said revenue believed to be unauthorized by the provisions 

of this ordinance. The Board of County Commissioners, upon 

receiving notification of expenditures believed to be 

unauthorized by the council, shall review the council's 

findings and take such administrative or judicial action as 

it sees fit to insure compliance with this ordinance and the 

provisions of Section 125.0104, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION IV: Any person who is taxable hereunder who 

fails or refuses to charge and collect from the person 

paying any rental or l ease the taxes herein provided, either 

by himself or through his agents or employees, shall be, in 

addition to being personally liable for the payment of the 

tax, guilty of a misdemeanor of the second degree, 

punishable as provided in Section 775.082, Section 775 .083, 

or Section 775.084, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION V: No person shall advertise or hold out to 

the public in any manner, direct l y or indirectly, that he 

will absorb all or any part of the tax, or that he will 

relieve t he person paying t he rental of the payment of al l 

or any part of the tax, or that the tax will not be adde d to 

the rental or l ease consideration, or when added, that i t or 



any part thereof will be refunded or refused, either 

directly or indirectly, by any method whatsoever . Any 

person who willfully violates any provis ions of this 

subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of the second 

degree, punishable as provided in Section 775.082, Section 

775.083, or Section 775.084, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION VI: The tax hereby levied shall constitute a 

lien on the property of the lessee, customer, or t enant in 

the same manner as, and shall be collectible as are, liens 

authorized and imposed in Section 713.67, 713.68, and 

713.69, Florida Statutes. 

SECTION VII. This ordinance shall become effective on 

the first day of the month following its being approved in a 

referendum e l ection, held for the purpose of approving or 

rejecting this ordinance, by a majority of the electors of 

the taxing district voting in such refe rendum election and 

upon its being f iled with the Office of the Secretary of 

State in Tallahassee with certified copy hereof being 

f urnished t o the State of Florida, Department of Revenue. 

SECTION VIII. Upon petition of fifteen percent (15 %), 

or more, of the electors of the taxing district, the Board 

of County Commissioners shall cause an election to be held 

for the repeal of this ordinance and the tourist development 

tax levied subject only to any outstanding revenue bonds for 

which the tax has been pledged. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED this the £/ ~t day of tktf" 
1986. 

ATTEST: 

. 
<!ark;uu . fr_~ 
CATHERINE KING, Cl rk 

WALTON COUNTY, a political 
subdi vision of t h e State of 
F l orida 

By:LJ~it~ 
W. F. MILES, Chairman 




