AN ORDINANCE

An ordinance relating to Walton County, relative to
additional funding of the South Walton Fire District;
providing for an additional assessment to be place upon
multi-story structures; providing for the time of

payment, providing for a manner and means of collection,

providing for use of proceeds and providing an effective

date.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONS OF WALTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA:

WHEREAS, that on August 9, 1983, the Board of County Commis-
sioners of Walton County, Florida, authorized an election for the
South Walton Fire District, providing a boundary and a means of
governing said District; and

WHEREAS, thereafter on the 20th day of September, 1983, an
election was held whereby a majority of the people within the
District approved the fire district; and

WHEREAS, that since the date of the said election, the fire
district has operated and collected annual assessments; and

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that multi-story
structures within the District create an additional burden in
providing adequate fire protection for the District and that the
District's present equipment is inadequate to protect these
structures; and

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that additional funds
are necessary to meet the increased demands for fire protection
for multi-story structures; and

NOW THEREFORE, the following ordinance is adopted:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS:

(1) Multi-Story. Multi-story structures shall be defined

as any structure with a living area on a fourth floor or above,
as such living area may be measured in relation to street level,

parking level or natural grade.




(2) Street Level. Any story or floor level accessible from

the street or from outside the building at ground level, with
such floor level at the main entrance not more than more 3 risers
above or below ground level at these points, and so arranged and
utilized as to qualify as a main floor.

(3) Unit. For the purposes of this Ordinance, unit

shall be defined as, any subdivided condominium parcel or
other living area or subdivided unit used for commercial
purposes.

(4) Story. That portion of a building included between the
upper surface of a floor and the upper surface of the floor or

roof next above.

SECTION 2. MULTI-STORY ASSESSMENT:

In addition to those assessments set forth in Section 8 of
Walton County Ordinance 83-6, as amended from time to time, any
unit within a multi-story structue, as described hereinabove,
shall be assessed an annual fee of $25.00 per unit for each and

every unit within such structure.

SECTION 3. EXEMPTION:

No assessment as set forth in this ordinance shall be levied
against churches, schools, governmental property or property

owned by other non-profit or charitable organizations.

SECTION 4. RIGHT OF PROTEST:

Any property owner in the district shall have the right to
file a protest in writing against the annual assessment
authorized herein, the amount or rate thereof, or the application
of said assessment to certain real property and to appear before
the Board of Fire Commissioners in support of such protest in an
open meeting or meetings which shall be held to hear and consider

such protest and make adjustments to the assessments levied.

SECTION 5. ASSESSMENT:

The Board of Fire Commissioners will, with the use of the

current tax assessment roll as provided by the Property Appraiser
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of Walton County, adopt a resolution fixing the aforementioned
levy on each parcel of land subject to taxation under the
provisions of this ordinance and shall deliver said roll and
resolution to the Property Appraiser. It will be the duty of the
Property Appraiser to include this assessment in the notice of

proposed taxes furnished to the property owners.

SECTION 6. COLLECTION:

It shall be the duty of Tax Collector of Walton County to
include in the tax rolls the assessment made by the Board of Fire
Commissioners of the District and to collect such assessment as
set forth herein according to the assessment roll and deliver the
proceeds of such collection less the statutory fee, monthly to
the Board of Fire Commissioners, taking their receipts from such
funds. The Tax Collector shall, upon delivery of such funds to
the Board of Fire Commissioners, furnish them with a description

of the land for which such payments are made.

SECTION 7. DELINQUENT ASSESSMENT:

The annual assessment hereby authorized to be levied,
assessed and imposed shall thereupon become a lien upon the
property so assessed, along with the county taxes until paid, and
if the same become delinquent, shall be considered a part of the
county tax, subject to the same penalties, charges, fees, and
remedies for enforcement and collection and shall be enforced and
collected as provided by law. Such lien for such district annual
assessment shall be a first lien superior in dignity to all

other liens except ad valorem property tax liens.

SECTION 8. USE OF PROCEEDS:

The funds accumulated by reason of the collection of the
assessment set forth herein shall be used only for the purchase
of fire capital improvements, maintenance, staffing, personnel
training and other reoccurring costs associated with eguipment
utilized to provide fire protection and fire fighting

capabilities for multi-story structures.
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SECTION 9. TRUST FUND ESTABLISHED:

All funds derived from the assessment set forth herein shall
be deposited in an appropriate trust fund hereinafter referred as
the "Fire Capital Improvement Trust Fund" to be held separately
and to be used only for the purposes referred in Section 6 set
forth above. Funds from this trust fund may be disbursed in the
customary manner in accordance with appropriate law and with the
added requirement that the disbursement of such funds shall
require the written approval of South Walton Fire Commission,
upon a finding that the fire capital expenditure is in accordance

with the terms of this ordinance.

SECTION 10.

This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its
final passage and adoption.

ADOPTED THIS o29 A day of J ]y , 1986.

WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

il 7. Pl

ATTEST:

Cathiine m,;_,?
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