AN ORDINANCE

An ordinance relating to Walton County, relative to
the funding of the South Walton Fire District; pro-
viding for an increase in the annual assessment or
service charge; providing for the imposition of an
annual assessment or service charge against unimproved
real property within the District; providing for the
time of payment; providing for a manner and means of

collection.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONS OF WALTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA:

WHEREAS, that on August 9, 1983, the Board of County Commis-
sioners of Walton County, Florida, authorized an election for the
South Walton Fire District, providing a boundary and a means of
governing said District; and

WHEREAS, thereafter on the 20th day of September, 1983, an

election was held whereby a majority of the people within the

District approved the fire district; and

WHEREAS, that since the date of the said election, the fire
district has operated and collected annual assessments; and

WHEREAS, the County Commission finds that the current annual
assessment is inadequate to provide sufficient funding to meet
the increased demand for fire protection in the area served by
the South Walton Fire District.

NOW, THEREFORE, the following ordinance is adopted:

SECTION 1. That Ordinance 83-6, Section 8, of the County
Ordinances of Walton County is hereby amended to read as follows:

"SECTION 8. FUNDING: The Board of Fire Commissioners is

hereby authorized to levy and impose an annual assessment or ser-
vice charge against all real property within the boundaries of
the South Walton Fire District contained in the current tax

assessment roll compiled and prepared by the Property Appraiser




of Walton County. This assessment or service charge shall not
exceed the following amounts:

(a) For each residential dwelling situated on any par-
cel of land within said district, the charge shall be $39.00
annually. For the purposes of this classification, a residential
dwelling shall include, but not be limited to mobile homes, con-
dominiums units, condominium hotel units, single-family dwel-
lings, duplex units, apartment units and townhomes.

(b) For each commercial establishment or business the
charge shall be $30.00 for each 1,000 square feet of floor space
or a fraction thereof. For the purposes of this classification
commercial property shall include, but not be limited to, hotels,
motels, restaurants, warehouses, retail and wholesale operations,
manufacturing establishments and other business premises as evi-
denced by the presence of advertising signs, by tax roll classi-
fication, or by custom. Business enterprises wholly contained
within a residential unit shall not be included in this category
and shall be treated under paragraph (a).

(c) There will be a charge for each parcel of unim-
proved and/or subdivided real property as listed on the Walton
County tax roll. Said charge being $14.00 per year for every
parcel so listed.

(d) No assessment shall be levied against churches,
schools, government property, or property owned by other non-
profit charitable organizations.

(e) Board of Commissioners shall be allowed to accept

gifts and donations as well as carry on community projects for

fund raising purposes."

(2) The Board of Fire Commissioners will, with the use of
the current tax assessment roll as provided by the Property
Appraiser of Walton County, adopt a resolution fixing the afore-
mentioned levy on each lot or parcel of land subject to taxation

in the district and shall deliver said roll and resolution to the
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Property Appraiser. It will be the duty of the Property
Appraiser to include this assessment in the notice of proposed
taxes furnished to the property owners.

(3) Any property owner in the district shall have the right
to file protest in writing against the proposed assessment, and
to appear before the Board of Fire Commissioners in support of
such protest, at an open meeting or meetings which shall be held
to hear and consider such protests and to make adjustments to the
assessments levied.

(4) After the adjustment period the Board of Fire Commis-
sioners shall, after making any needed adjustments in the assess-
ments, by resolution, adopt the assessment roll as final and
deliver copies of said resolution and roll to the Property
Appraiser and to the Tax Collector of Walton County.

(5) It shall be the duty of the Tax Collector of Walton
County to include the tax roll the assessments made by the Board
of Fire Commissioners and to collect such assessments according
to the assessment roll and deliver the proceeds of such collec-
tions to the Board of Fire Commissioners.

(6) The annual assessment hereby authorized to be levied,
shall be assessed and imposed against the record title holder of
the assessed real property and shall thereupon become a lien upon
such property. Such assessment, along with the county taxes
until paid, and if the same become delinquent, shall be consid-
ered a part of the county tax, subject to the same penalties,
charges, fees, and remedies for enforcement and collection and
shall be enforced and collected as provided by law. Such lien
for such district annual assessment shall be a first lien supe-
rior in dignity to all other liens except ad valorem property tax
liens.

(7) The fiscal year for the district shall be from October
1, to September 30 of each year.

(8) The effective date of this ordinance shall be January

1, 1987.
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ADOPTED THIS Q’g:q"“day of w v , 1986.
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WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
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