ORDINANCE No. R%-§

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING, PROMULGATING AND ESTABLISHING
RULES AND REGULATIONS TO GOVERN THE CONTROL OF ANIMALS
IN WALTON COUNTY; PROVIDING A SHORT TITLE; PROVIDING
FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING A PURPOSE AND INTENT;
PROVIDING FOR VACCINATION AND IDENTIFICATION; PROVIDING
FOR COMPLAINTS; PROVIDING FOR IMPOUNDMENT; PROVIDING
REGULATIONS FOR ANIMALS IN PARKS AND ON BEACHES;
PROVIDING FOR NUISANCE ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR RECORD
KEEPING; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND
REPEALING ANY ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTIONS OR PROVISIONS
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA.

SECTION I. Short Title.

This is an Ordinance to be known and cited as the
"Animal Control Ordinance" of Walton County, Florida.

SECTION II. FINDINGS OF FACT.

Due to unincorporated areas of Walton County becoming
more urbanized, a means of protecting citizens from
uncontrolled animals is necessary.

SECTION III. PURPOSE AND INTENT.

The purpose and intent of this Ordinance is to promote
the safety and welfare of the citizens of Walton County.

SECTION IV. TIMPOUNDMENT.

Any dog that proves vicious off owner's property, shall
be picked up by the Animal Control Officer.

SECTION V. COMPLAINTS.

If an owner has a dog which becomes a problem to the
neighborhood, after a signed Affidavit is filed, an Animal
Control Officer shall investigate said problem. The owner
of said dog shall not interfere with the investigation of
the Animal Control Officer.

SECTION VI. NUISANCE ANIMALS.

Upon report to an Animal Control Officer of a group of
stray dogs being a nuisance, the Animal Control Officer, if
unable to locate the owner/owners of said dogs, shall have
the authority to impound the dogs.

SECTION VII. RECORDS.

It shall be the duty of the Animal Control Authority to
keep or cause to be kept, accurate and detailed records of
the impoundment and disposition of all animals coming into
his custody.
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SECTION VIII. ANIMALS IN PARKS AND ON BEACHES.

Dogs will be permitted on County owned beaches and
parks under control with a leash.

SECTION IX. VACCINATION AND IDENTIFICATION.

Dogs shall be vaccinated and have identification.

SECTION X. PENALTIES.

Any person violating any provision of this Ordinance
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be
punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment
in a County detention facility not to exceed sixty (60)
days, or both such fine and imprisonment, as provided in
Florida Statute 125.69. If any violation be continuing,
each day's violation shall be deemed a separate violation.

SECTION XI. SEVERABILITY.

Should any part of this Ordinance be declared unconsti-
tutional or void by a court of competent jurisdiction, the
remaining parts shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION XII. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon
adoption by the Board of County Commissioners and does
hereby repeal all Ordinances or provisions thereof in
conflict herewith.

ADOPTED THIS @7 day of tg,g?tz o , 1988.

/J R. GRIFFIN, -CHAIRMAN
( OARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

.

CATHERINE KING, CLERK



