ORDINANCE NO. H"g-«

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, ESTABLISHING A $5.00
SERVICE CHARGE ON ALL DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
PROCEEDINGS IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT TO
DEFRAY THE COST OF MEDIATION SERVICES;
ESTABLISHING A $45.00 SERVICE CHARGE ON ANY
PETITION FOR A MODIFICATION OF A FINAL JUDGMENT OF
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE TO DEFRAY THE COST OF
FAMILY MEDIATION SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF
LAWS IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, Walton County has established family mediation
programs to assist parties in resolving controversies and
obviating the need for litigation which is in the best
interests of the minor children of the parties, and
WHEREAS, Florida Statute 44.108(1) authorizes the
levying of a service charge of no more than Five Dollars
($5.00) on any circuit court dissolution of marriage
proceeding to support mediation services; and
WHEREAS, Florida Statute 44.108(3) authorizes levying
of a service charge on no more than Forty-Five Dollars
($45.00) on any petition for a modification of a final
judgment of dissolution to support family mediation
services; and
WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners believes
that the levying of these service charges would serve the
public good.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT:

-



Section 1.

The Clerk of the Court is hereby authorized and
enjoined to collect a service charge of Five Dollars ($5.00)
on any circuit court dissolution of marriage proceeding.

Section 2.

All funds derived form the imposition of the service
charge set forth in Section 1 above shall be deposited in
the family mediation account fund under the supervision of
the Chief Judge of the First Judicial Circuit. One Dollars
($1.00) of each charge collected shall be forwarded to the
Office of the State Courts Administrator and the remainder
utilized to fund mediation.

Section 3.

The Clerk of the Court is hereby authorized and
enjoined to collect a service charge of Forty-Five Dollars
($45.00) on any petition for a modification of a final
judgment of dissolution.

Section 4.

All funds derived from the imposition of the service
charge set forth in Section 3 above shall be deposited in
the family mediation account fund under the supervison of
the Chief Judge in the First Judicial Circuit. One Dollar
($1.00) of each charge collected shall be forwarded to the
Office of the State Courts Administrator and the remainder

utilized to fund family mediation services.



Section 5. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT

Any local laws and ordinances applying to the area of
Walton County in conflict with any provisions of this
ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 6. SEVERABILITY

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or
word of this ordinance 1is for any reason held by the Court
to be unconstitutional, inoperative, or void, such holding
shall in no way affect.the validity of the remaining
portions of this ordinance.

Section 7. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDIANCES.

The provisions of this ordiance shall become and be
made a part of the code of laws and ordinance of Walton
County, Florida. The Sections of the ordiance may be
renumbered or relettered to accomplish such, and the word
"ordinance" may be changed to "section", "article", or any
other appropriate word.

Section 8. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective

this 8th gqay of March 1991.
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County

Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, on the 8th day

gf Marah , 1991.
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SAM PRIDGEN, CHAIRMAN
Board of County Commissioners
Walton County, Florida
ATTEST:

veas. [Tenig

Catherine King, CLerk




