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EMERGENCY ORDINANCE q D‘ A Ag"

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE RELATING TO WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA,
RELATING TO ENFORCEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES PROVIDING FOR
COMMISSIONING ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, SETTING
FORTH POWERS AND DUTIES OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS, PROVIDING
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA:

SECTION I. Short Title.

This ordinance shall be known and cited as the"Walton County Law
Enforcement Ordinance."

SECTION II. Authority.

It is hereby declared that Lhe public need for adoption of this Or-
dinance is so immediate and urgent as to constitute an emergency. This
Ordinance shall take effect in accordance with the emergency ordinance provisions
of Section 125.66(3) of the Florida Statutes. Notice as otherwise required by
Florida Statutes is hereby waived by a four-fifth (4/5) vote of the Board of
County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida.

This ordinance is adopted pursuant to the general laws of FLorida, and
sections contained herein shall be construed as having been adopted in the in-
terest of the public health, safety and general welfare of the people of Walton
County, Florida.

SECTION III. Legislative Findings and Intent.

The Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, finds that
it is in the best interest of County Residents to commission environmental law
enforcement officers to enforce state and local environmental laws and County
ordinances.

SECTION IV. Definitions.

The following words, phrases, or terms as used in this ordinance, unless
the context indicates otherwise, shall have the following meaning:

A. Board-Walton Board of County Commissioners.

B. Environmental Laws and Ordinances - Florida Laws and Walton County
Ordinances pertaining to the protection of the public safety, health, welfare and
environment.

C. Environmental Law Enforcement Officer - Any person who is duly
employed by the Board of County Commissioners for the purpose of enforcing en-

vironmental laws and ordinances and thereby vested with authority to bear arm
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dﬁé make arrests, and'whose primary responsibility is the prevention and detec-
" “tion of environmentally related criminal activities and the enforcement of the
environmental laws of the state and county.

This definition includes all certified supervisory and command
personnel whose duties include in whole or part, the supervision, training,
guidance, and management responsibilities of environmental law enforcement officers,
but does not include support personnel employed by the Board of County Commissioners.

SECTION V. Environmental Law Enforcement Officers

Environmental Law Enforcement Officers shall be under the direction of
the Public Safety Department for the purpose of enforcing environmental laws and
ordinances as well as any other laws deemed necessary by the Board. Persons
employed as Environmental Law Enforcement Officers must meet or exceed the re-
quirements as set forth by Florida State Statutes 943.13, and the Florida Department
of Law Enforcement Standards and Training Division pertaining to certification,
training and education.

SECTION VI, . Severability

The provisions in this ordinance shall be deemed to be separate and
independent of all other provisions herein and if any provisions of this ordinance
is declared invalid or void for any reason, the validity shall not affect the re-
maining provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION VII., Effective Date

This ordinance shall become effective when a copy has been accepted by
the postal authorities of the Government of the United States for special delivery

by registered mail to the Department of State.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
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Sam Pridgen, Chai?man
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