ORDINANCE No. G 3 —/D

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING, PROMULGATING AND ESTABLISHING
RULES AND REGULATIONS TO GOVERN THE CONTROL OF ANIMALS
IN WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING A SHORT TITLE;
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FINDINGS OF FACT;
PROVIDING A PURPOSE AND INTENT; PROVIDING A MEANS FOR
IDENTIFICATION; PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR FILING
COMPLAINTS; PROVIDING FOR IMPOUNDMENT; PROVIDING FOR
INDIVIDUAL LIABILITY; PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR RABIES
VACCINATION; PROVIDING REQUIREMENTS FOR RABIES CONTROL;
PROHIBITING CRUELTY TO ANIMALS; PROVIDING FOR RECORD
KEEPING; PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND
REPEALING ANY ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION OR PROVISIONS
THEREOF IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA THAT ORDINANCE NO. 88-5 IS HEREBY
REPEALED, AND;

SECTION I

SHORT TITLE: This ordinance shall be known and cited as the
"Animal Control Ordinance" of Walton County, Florida.

DEFINITIONS: The following definitions shall apply through-
out this ordinance:

1. Animal shall be defined as any domesticated or wild
dog or cat.

2. Animal Control Officer shall be a duly appointed agent
of Walton County, Florida, appointed by the Walton County
Board of Commissioners.

3. Animal Control Shelter shall mean any premises
designated by the action of the Board of County
Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, for the purpose
of impounding and caring for all animals found in
violation of this ordinance.

4, Nuisance shall mean:

a. Any animal which may pose a bodily threat or any
animal that may pose a hazard to a passersby or
passing vehicle.

b. Any animal off the owners premises that attacks
other animals.

c. Any animal which trespasses on school grounds or
public places, other than a sight or hearing
impaired animal.

d. Any animal which damages private or public property.

e. Any animal which scatters garbage or trash.

f. Any animal which is repeatedly at large.

g. Any female animal in heat not properly restrained.
5. Owner shall mean any person, persons, firms or

corporations owning, harboring, or keeping for more than
ten (10) days any animal, domestic household pet, or
otherwise, unless such person, persons, firms, or
corporations merely have temporary custody of the animal
and such custody is expressly authorized by the legal
owner.
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6. Restraint exists when any animal is secured by a leash
or lead or is under the control of a responsible person
and is obedient to that person's commands when off the
real property limits of said person.

7. Vicious Animal shall mean any animal that constitutes a
bodily threat to humans, livestock or fowl.

SECTION IT

FINDINGS OF FACT: Due to Walton County, Florida, becoming
more urbanized, a means of protecting citizens from
uncontrolled animals is necessary.

SECTION IIT

PURPOSE AND INTENT: The purpose and intent of this
ordinance is to promote the safety and welfare of the
citizens of Walton County, Florida.

SECTION IV

IDENTIFICATION: All owners of dogs or cats must have a
method of identification for them. Identification shall be
an approved method by means of a collar legibly displaying
the owner's name and phone number or a tattoo that is
registered with the Animal Control Shelter. All dogs or
cats must wear identification collars when off the premises
of the owner.

SECTION V

COMPLAINTS: After a signed complaint has been filed, an
Animal Control Officer shall investigate. The owner of said
dog or cat shall not interfere with the investigation of the
Animal Control Officer.

SECTION VI

HUNTING DOGS: Will be excluded from impoundment during
training and hunting season, unless injured, when wearing a
collar with name and phone number or a tattoo that is
registered with the Animal Control Shelter.

SECTION VIT

IMPOUNDMENT :

1. Any vicious animal not confined within a secured fence
enclosure.

2. Any animal off owner's property not displaying proper
identification shall be impounded.

3. Any nuisance animal as defined in this ordinance shall
be impounded.

4. Any impounded animal shall be held for three (3) days.
If not claimed within three (3) days, the Animal Control
Officer shall cause such animal to be euthanized or adopted.

5. If by identification collar, tag, or other means the
owner of an impounded animal can be identified, the Animal
Control Officer shall immediately notify the owner by
telephone or by mail.

6. All Animal Control Officers shall have the authority to
pick up, impound or otherwise confine any animal in



violation of this ordinance.

7. ©No person shall willfully refuse to surrender an animal
upon lawful demand by an Animal Control Officer or interfere
with, hinder, or molest such officer or other authorized
agent in the performance of any duty of such officer or
agent, or seek to release any animal in custody of such
officer or agent except as herein provided.

8. The Animal Control Officer shall notify the owner of any
place that is in violation of Paragraph 3 of Section I.
Failure to cure said violation shall result in the Animal
Control Officer impounding the animal(s) as provided for
under other provisions of this ordinance.

SECTION VITII

INDIVIDUAL LIABILITY: As stated in Florida Statute 828.

SECTION IX

RABIES VACCINATION:

1. Once every twelve (12) months, every owner of every dog
and/or cat five (5) months of age or older shall cause such
dog or cat to be vaccinated against rabies with a U.S.
Government approved rabies vaccine. Vaccination is excused
only if a licensed veterinarian certifies in writing that
such a vaccine would be injurious to the animal's health.
In such case the dog or cat should be restrained until such
time that it can be safely vaccinated.

2. All owners of dogs and/or cats shall retain proof of
vaccination and shall show proof of current vaccination of
such animal within seventy-two (72) hours of request for
such information by an Animal Control Officer.

3. No person shall keep for a pet or for breeding purposes
any animal which cannot be effectively vaccinated against
rabies and which is susceptible to rabies.

SECTION X

RABIES CONTROL: Any animal which bites a person shall be
promptly reported to the Walton County Public Health Unit.
The Walton County Public Health Unit shall notify the Walton
County Humane Society in writing of positive rabies cases,
as soon as possible.

SECTION XT

CRUELTY TO DOGS OR OTHER ANIMALS:

1. ABUSE: Abuse to animals shall be as defined in Florida
Statute 828.12 (and punishment for such abuse as set forth
therein).

2. ABANDONMENT: As stated in Florida Statute 828.13,
paragraph (3).

SECTION XTI

RECORDS: It shall be the duty of the Animal Control
Officers to keep or cause to be kept detailed and accurate
records of the impoundment and disposition of all animals
coming into the Animal Control Shelters custody.



SECTION XITI

PENALTIES: Any person violating any provision of this
ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor of the
second degree and shall be punished as provided for by
Florida Statute 775. If any violation be continuing, each
day's violation shall be deemed a separate violation.

SECTION XIV

SEVERABILITY: Should any part of this ordinance be declared
unconstitutional or void by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the remaining parts shall remain in full force
and effect.

SECTION XV

EFFECTIVE DATE: This ordinance shall take effect
immediately upon adoption by the Board of County
Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, and does hereby
repeal all ordinances or provisions thereof in conflict

herewith.
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