EMERGENCY ORDINANCE 9K -5

WHEREAS, the citizens of Walton County, on October 4, 1995, suffered a
virtual disaster at the hands of Hurricane Opal, and

WHEREAS, the damage resulting from said storm occurred throughout Walton
County, and

WHEREAS, the properties of Walton County south of Choctawhatchee Bay
suffered intense storm damage as a result of their proximity to the Gulf of Mexico, and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners recognizes the private property
rights of citizens and their urgent need to minimize further damage and to start repairs
as soon as possible, and

WHEREAS, there exists the possibility of theft and looting as a result of
exposure of certain properties because of storm damage, and

WHEREAS, nightfall increases the likelihood of such problems, together with the
possibility of injury to persons traveling in South Walton County because of damage
to property and to the county road system in those areas, and

WHEREAS, the Sheriff’'s Department of Walton County has requested the
imposition of a curfew from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. until further notice, and

WHEREAS, the curfew will apply to all non-essential personnel in South Walton
County, and

WHEREAS, the increase in traffic by "sight-seers” and other persons not having
a proprietary interest in real or personal property in South Walton County, are causing

problems for government agencies operating in South Walton County, and
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WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Department of Walton County has requested that such
“sight-seers"” and other persons lacking a proprietary interest be refused entry into
South Walton County until further notice, and

WHEREAS, the situation described above constitutes an emergency.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners
of Walton County, Florida, as follows:

1. That a curfew be and is hereby imposed for all of Walton County lying
south of Choctawhatchee Bay from the hours of 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. until further
notice.

2, All persons shall be subject to the above mentioned curfew which are
considered non-essential for the protection and ownership of real and personal
property in South Walton County. Persons residing in South Walton County shall not
be allowed off the property on which they are residing during curfew hours.

s Until further notice, all property owners may be required by the Sheriff’s
Department of Walton County to produce sufficient proof of ownership of said
property by Law Enforcement of Officials prior to being allowed entry into South
Walton County.

4. All essential personnel shall include but not be limited to the following:
All law enforcement agencies of the State of Florida, including the Department of
Public Safety of Walton County, Florida; all road and bridge and public works
employees and Walton County, Florida; the County Administrator; the County
Commissioners; the County Attorney; and such other persons designated by the Board

of County Commissioners, and/or the Sheriff’'s Department; all emergency medical
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services; all public utility repair persons, all persons reasonably necessary for the repair
of damage to real and personal property and the normal maintenance of such
properties; all persons regularly or specially employed in South Walton County, the
press and news media, representatives of federal, state and local emergency
management, and such other persons that are reasonably necessary for the operation
and protection of real and personal property in South Walton County.

5. The Sheriff’s Department of Walton County and other appropriate law
enforcement officials presently maintaining law and order in South Walton County are
hereby given the discretion to determine those persons identified above as being
reasonably necessary for the operation and protection of real and personal property
in South Walton County and such documentation as they feel appropriate to authorize
entry into South Walton County.

6. The above mentioned curfew shall apply to all persons except law
enforcement officials and emergency personnel including utility repair persons, fire
protection and emergency medical services personnel.

I Violation of this ordinance shall constitute a misdemeanor and punishable
as provided by Florida law.

ADOPTED on this [[™ day of ® clober~ ., 7995

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF WALTON COUNTY/FLORIDA
frin:

Gordon Porter, Chalrman :
ATTEST: Sam ridgey, vice-Lairmam

M otbt. b

Catherine King, Clerk






