EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 110 -4

AN ORDINANCE MAKING IT UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON, FIRM,
CORPORATION, OR OTHER LEGAL ENTITY TO IGNITE OR LIGHT OR
PARTICIPATE IN THE MAINTENANCE OF ANY BONFIRE OR CAMPFIRE
BETWEEN THE VEGETATION LINE AND THE WATERS OF THE GULF OF
MEXICO IN WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR A PERMIT FEE AND
REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING A
PENALTY OF VIOLATION HEREOF; AND REPEALING ANY ORDINANCE OR
RESOLUTION IN CONFLICT HEREWITH.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA;

WHEREAS, Sections 125.01 (d) and (f), Florida Statutes, provides Walton
County with the authority and power to provide for fire protection and for parks,
preserves, and recreational areas; and

WHEREAS, the tranquility, and orderly and safe use of beaches, public parks,
and public recreational lands is of prime importance to the County, its citizens, and
visitors; and

WHEREAS, the County has designated through Ordinance 86-18 the area south
of the intercoastal waterway as an area of prime importance to development,
promotion and regulation of tourism related activities by the Walton County Tourist
Development Council ("the Council”); and

WHEREAS, fires on beaches, public parks, and public recreational areas create
public safety and environmental hazards;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA;

Section 1.
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(A) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or other legal entity
to ignite or maintain, or participate in the maintenance of, a bonfire or campfire
between the vegetation line or the Coastal Construction SetBack Line, whichever is
a greater distance from the water’s edge, and the Gulf of Mexico in Walton County,
Florida, without a permit as provided herein.

(B) It shall also be unlawful and a violation of the ordinance for a person to
fail to clean up as provided herein.

(C)  All fires shall be limited in size to 3 feet by 3 feet by 6 inches, and only
combustible material free of nails, glass, and other potentially dangerous items may
be used in any fire.

(D)  All persons desiring to obtain a 24 hour permit for a fire on public or
private land within the area described herein above shall apply for 24 hour permit from
Walton County Tourist Development Council. All applications for permits shall set
forth in detail the full name and address of the applicant, the date and time the fire is
to be set, the kind or type of fire to be set, the materials to be burned, the specific
location of the fire, the safeguards to be taken to protect the public and other property
from injury and such other information as may be prescribed by the Walton County
Tourist Development Council, which shall prescribe the form of application and furnish
such application forms to applicants upon request.

(E) The fee for the issuance of the daily permit shall be $1.00, with a
refundable deposit of $49.00, for the cost of site clean-up. The deposit for a 24 hour

permit shall be refundable upon the filing of a certification by the Walton County



Tourist Development Council that the site of the fire has been cleared of any nails,
glass, metal, or any other materials, trash and debris.

(F)  Permits shall not be issued when the County has good reason to believe
that the proposed fire will endanger the public heath, safety, welfare or other property.

(G) Issuance of a permit by the County shall not excuse or relieve the
applicant from any liability or responsibility for damages which may result from
carelessness or neglect in setting, starting, looking after or guarding a fire.

Section 2. Any person, firm, or corporation who violates the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment in
the county jail not to exceed sixty (60) days or by both such fine and imprisonment.

Section 3. Because of continuing problems with fires on the beach, the Board
of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, has declared an emergency for
the purpose of enacting this ordinance.

Section 4. This Ordinance is adopted on an emergency basis and shall take

effecton the \\ day of June , 1996.

Section 5. All existing county ordinances or resolutions or parts thereof in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

ADOPTED this )\ day of Jun€. , 1996.
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