SECTION 1.

ORDINANCE 97- \9

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO WALTON COUNTY,
FLORIDA; RELATING TO THE SALE AND CON-

SUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN GRAYTON
BEACH, WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS, PROVIDING DEFINITIONS;
LIMITING THE HOURS OF SALE AND CONSUMPTION

OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING
FOR JUDICIAL CONSTRUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE; GRAYTON BEACH IS DEFINED AS THE AREA
REPRESENTED BY THE FOLLOWING BOUNDARIES:

COUNTY ROAD 30A TO THE NORTH, THE GULF OF
MEXICO TO THE SOUTH, GRAYTON DUNES STATE PARK
TO THE WEST, AND GRAYTON BEACH STATE PARK AND
WESTERN LAKE TO THE EAST.

Legislative findings; declaration of necessity.

It is found and declared that:

(a)

(c)

Grayton Beach is a unique and historic community in
South Walton County consisting primarily of
residential properties, which allows for some
neighborhood scale commercial properties within its
boundaries. The commercial and residential properties
are in close proximity to each other and at times
share a common property line.

In recent years the number of commercial
establishments selling alcoholic beverages in

Grayton Beach has increased. Some of these
establishments operate into the early morning hours,
selling alcoholic beverages in Grayton Beach has
increased. Some of these establishments operate into
the early morning hours, selling alcoholic beverages
as late as 2:00 a.m.

Over the past several years, in part because of the
operation of late-night establishments that sell
alcoholic beverages, the residents of Grayton Beach
have experienced an increase 1n excessive noise, and
increase in automobile traffic, an increase in crime,
and an increase in loitering on public and private
properties.

Such excessive noise, traffic, crime, and loitering is
a detriment to the public health, safety, welfare, and
quality of like of the residents of Grayton Beach.

Additionally, an increase in alcholic-related traffic
accidents, including two traffic fatalities,

is attributed to the late-night sale and consumption
of alcoholic beverages at commercial establishments in
Grayton Beach.
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(f) The sale of alcoholic beverages is a privilege in this
State to be granted pursuant to law under
restricted terms or conditions because of the
injurious effect of its use on the health and general
welfare of the public.

(g) The Florida Legislature has delegated exclusive
authority to the counties to regulate the hours of
sale and consumption of alcoholic beverages within the
unincorporated areas of a county.

(h) In the exercise of police power, Walton County has
wide discretion in enacting restrictions and
regulations.

(1) The necessity in the public interest for the
provisions and prohibitions hereinafter contained and
enacted is declared as a matter of legislative
determination and public policy, and it is further
declared that the provisions and prohibitions
hereinafter contained and enacted are in pursuance of
and for the purpose of securing and promoting the
public health, safety, welfare, and quality of life.

Section 2. Definitions.

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain words and
phrases used herein are defined as follows:

Grayton Beach is the area represented by the following
boundaries: County Road 30A to the North, the Gulf of Mexico to
the South, Grayton Dunes State Park to the West, and Grayton
Beach State Park and Western Lake to the East.

Division means the State of Florida Division of Alcoholic
Beverages and Tobacco.

Section 3. Regulating time of sale for alcoholic and
intoxicating beverages.

(a) Pursuant to section 125.01(1) (o), Florida Statutes,
and section 562.14(1), Florida Statutes, no alcoholic
beverages may be sold, consumed, served, or permitted
to be served or consumed in any plat in Grayton Beach,
Walton County, Florida, holding a license under the
division between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
of the following day. This ordinance applies seven
days a week.

(b) Should this ordinance conflict with any existing
Walton County Ordinance, this ordinance controls.
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Section 4. Penalty.

Any person violating Section 3 shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable as provided in
Sections 775.082 or 775.083, Florida Statutes. Violation of
Section 3 shall also be grounds for the division to revoke or
suspend the license of any person holding a license under the
Beverage Law pursuant to Section 561.29, Florida Statutes.

Section 5. Judicial Construction.

If any provision of this ordinance is held to be
unconstitutional, preempted by federal or state law, or
otherwise invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, the
remaining provisions of the ordinance shall not be invalidated.

ADOPTED this 10 day of Juné. , 1997.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:
D. CLERK WILLIAM A. YOUNG, CHAIRMAN
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