EMERGENCY ORDINANCE
97- 45

AMENDING ORDINANCE 97-13 RELATING TO BEACH & WATER
SAFETY, VEHICLE AND VESSEL CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR
INTENT AND PURPOSE; PROVIDING TITLE AND CITATION;
SETTING FORTH APPLICABILITY AND DEFINITIONS;
PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF USE AND CONDUCT ON THE
BEACH; PROVIDING FOR VEHICLE AND VESSEL REGULATION;
PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF VENDING OPERATIONS,
EQUIPMENT RENTALS AND VENDORS ON THE BEACH AND
ADJOINING WATERS; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING
FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR A FLAG SYSTEM IN COUNTY
PARKS AND VENDING OPERATIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR
VENDING OPERATIONS ON THE BEACH; PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONER OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, that; Section Six,

Vehicle/Vessel Regulation be amended to include the following:

A. Operation of vessel in excess of idle speed prohibited.

(2) Jet Ski regulation. No person shall operate a jet ski
in excess of idle speed;

a. Closer than 750 feet perpendicular from the
water's edge except to go to and from the shore
and except in a vessel corridor designated
under subsection (3) hereof nor shall proceed
to that portion of the Gulf or Bay beyond 750
feet at a speed greater than necessary to
effectively traverse the surf condition;

b. In an unsafe, reckless or careless manner
endangering the life, limb, or property of any
person.

19 In the bayous of the Choctawhatchee Bay.

d. No commercial jet ski operations will be
permitted from topsail Hill to the Bay County
line.

e. No jet ski will be allowed to launch from County

or State owned properties or parks, located on
the Gulf of Mexico.

£. Jet skis are prohibited in coastal dune lakes,
including that portion of Lake Powell located
within Walton County.

Because of the impending danger to the health, safety and

welfare of the citizens of Walton County, this Ordinance should
be passed as an Emergency Ordinance.

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED by the Board of County

Commissioners, Walton County, Florida, this fo day of
July , 1997.
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William A. Young, Chairman
: Board of County Commissioners
g;k4&¢,¥lVT\@§:L, Walton County, Florida

%@Dan Bodiford, Clerk
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