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EMERGENCY ORDINANCE NO. 99- _’___

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 97-28, THE
WALTON COUNTY UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, PROVIDING
FOR SUPPLEMENTAL STANDARDS FOR WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
FACILITIES ATTACHED TO STRUCTURES AND BUILDINGS;
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS, DEVELOPMENT AND PERMIT
REGULATIONS, EXEMPTIONS AND MAINTENANCE OF WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION FACILITIES:

WHEREAS Wireless Communications and Wireless Communication facilities comprise
a rapidly growing segment of the utilities and communications sector and have merit and value
for the community and region as a whole.

WHEREAS Wireless Communication Facilities are supportive of the public health,
safety, and welfare in that they provide useful portable communication services for personal
convenience, business and emergency purposes.

WHEREAS the Federal Communications Commission requires license holders to provide
coverage to areas within certain limited time frames where wireless communications licenses
have been acquired. Wireless Communication Facilities are required to provide quality
communication services to meet the growing needs of the public and businesses for wireless
communication and should be accommodated just as infrastructure for utilities has been
accommodated.

WHEREAS the County undertook a deliberative public process to establish policy,
standards, and procedures related to the siting of Wireless Communication Facilities upon
Attachment Structures, as such terms are defined below.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1. AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE. This ordinance is adopted pursuant to
the authority granted to counties by Chapter 125, Florida Statutes. This ordinance amends
Section 5.07.09 of Ordinance 97-28 Walton County Land Development Code, deleting
Subsection 5.07.09 (A) (4), which refers to rooftop towers.

Section 2. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE. Attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference is “Exhibit A” containing the new text for portions of Chapter 3
of the Walton County Unified Land Development Code.

Section 3. SEVERABILITY. Should any word, phrase, sentence or section of this
ordinance be held by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal, void, unenforceable or
unconstitutional then such shall be severed from this ordinance and the remainder of the
ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect as provided by
law.
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ADOPTED in an advertised public hearing of the Board of County Commissioners this
9™ day of March, 1999.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
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;ﬂ PAULCHAIRMAN
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EXHIBIT “A”

5.07.10 Rooftop Wireless Communication Facilities. Commercial communication
facilities not located on Communication Towers. This section applies to wireless
communication facilities other than those addressed in Section 5.07.09 of the Walton
County Land Development Code. The wireless communication facilities addressed in
this section would be for commercial purposes, for facilities designed to receive or
transmit electromagnetic energy, such as, but not limited to: telephone, television, radio,
or microwave transmissions.

A, Definitions

Antenna Array. One or more whips, [panels, discs, or similar devices used for the
transmission or reception of radio frequency signals, which may include omni-
directional antenna (whip), directional antenna (panel) and parabolic antenna
(disc).

Attachment Structure. An existing or proposed building or structure, including, but not
limited to, buildings, towers, utility poles, signs, and water towers. Not
withstanding the foregoing, and Attachment Structure shall not be a residential
building if such building is less than twenty (20) feet tall.

Attached WCF. A Wireless Communication Facility that is attached on the top or side of
an Attachment Structure.

Equipment Facility. Any structure used to contain ancillary equipment for a Wireless
Communication Facility that includes cabinets, shelters, a buildup of an existing
structure, pedestals and other similar structures.

FAA. The Federal Aviation Administration of the United States of America.
FCC. The Federal Communications Commission of the United States of America.

Wireless Communications. Any personal wireless services as defined in the Federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996 which includes FCC licensed commercial
wireless telecommunications services including cellular, personal
communications services (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced
special mobile radio (ESMR), paging, and similar services that currently exist or
that may in the future be developed.

Wireless Communication Facility (WCF). Any unstaffed facility for the transmission
and/or reception of wireless communication services, usually consisting of an
Antenna Array, transmission cables, and an Equipment Facility.
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Development and Building Permits
1. WCFs shall be allowed in all land use districts.

2. WCFs shall not exceed the height of twenty (20) feet above the highest
roofline of the Attachment Structure or twenty-five (25) feet above the point of
attachment to said Attachment Structure, whichever is more restrictive.

3. The number of carriers on Attachment Structures less than or equal to fifty
(50) feet in height shall be limited to five (5). There shall be no limitation to the
number of carriers on Attachment Structures greater than fifty (50) feet in height.

4. The Antenna Array shall not extend into the airspace above any public
right-of-way, nor extend any closer that ten (10) feet to the boundary of the lot on
which the Attachment Structure is located.

5. The Equipment Facility, when located on the ground, shall meet the
setback requirements stated in the current Land Development Code.

6. The Attached WCF shall be placed to minimize its visibility from adjacent
streets.

7. The Attached WCF shall not be located within the boundaries of a
National Register historic district.

8. The Antenna Array shall be and will remain in compliance with current
FAA/FCC standards concerning radio frequency emissions.

9. The Attachment Structure shall be structurally capable of supporting the
Attached WCF.

10.  WCF shall not be artificially lighted except to assure human safety as
required by FAA/FCC.

11.  'WCFs not requiring FAA/FCC paintings/markings shall have either a
galvanized finish or be painted a non-contrasting color to minimize its visual
impact.

12, The applicant shall provide evidence that the proposed WCEF is in
compliance with FAA/FCC regulations. When the WCF will not exceed the
highest point of the existing Attachment Structure upon which it is to be mounted,
such evidence is not required.

13.  All WCFs shall be required to meet the minimum windload standards

specified in the current adopted Southern Standard Building Code and shall be
permanently affixed to the supporting Attachment Structure.
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14.  Use of any portion of a WCF for signs or advertising purposes shall be
prohibited. Markings by the manufacturer or owner to signify ownership are
exempt if the markings are visible only from the roof and not to the public.

15.  The applicant will be required to obtain a development order for a WCF,
with appropriate application and documentation as required by the Planning
Director, including, but not limited to written approval from the property owner.
The applicant shall be required to provide a letter of non-objection from affected
utilities, i.e. electrical, telephone, cable, etc. All WCFs shall be designated as
major projects and shall be required to be reviewed and approved by the Planning
Commission and the Board of County Commissioners.

16.  All drawings, site plans, and construction plans submitted as part of a
development order application or building permit application shall be stamped by
a professional engineer licensed in the State of Florida, certifying compliance to
the applicable building codes.

Exemptions

3 Amateur Radio Antennas shall conform to the Federal Communication
regulations and are pre-exempted from requirements of this Code regarding
placement, screening, and height, pursuant to Section 125.561 Florida Statutes.

2. Residential: the requirements contained in this Code do not apply to
radio/television antennas erected by a private property owner for their own
personal use.

Maintenance

1. Owners of the WCF shall at all times employ ordinary and reasonable care
as follows:
a. Owners shall install, maintain, and use nothing less than accepted

industry methods and devices for preventing failures and accidents, which
likely would cause damage, injuries, or nuisances to the public.

b. Owners shall install and maintain WCFs in substantial compliance
with the National Electric Safety Code and all FAA, FCC, state and local
regulations.

C. At all times, WCFs must be kept and maintained in good
condition, order and repair so that same shall not menace or endanger life
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or property of any person.

d. The owner of the WCF must provide to the county written notice
of intent to discontinue use or cease operations, and date to be
discontinued.

e. The WCF will be deemed abandoned after discontinuance of use
for 180 consecutive days. If there are two or more users of a single WCF,
this provision shall not become effective until all users cease use the
WCF. The WCF owner shall take one of the following actions within 90
days of the date the WCF is deemed abandoned:

1. Reactivate the use of the WCF.
ii. Transfer the WCF to another owner/operator who will
actively use the WCF.
iii. Dismantle/remove the WCF.
f. Abandoned WCFs may be removed by the county at the owner’s

expense if the actions set forth in subsection “¢” are not carried out within
the time limits specified.

2 County officials/agents shall have the authority to enter onto property to
inspect for purpose of determining whether the WCF complies with all
applicable laws and regulations.

3. The county reserves the right to conduct inspections at any time, upon
reasonable notice to owner of the WCF. All expenses relating to such inspection
shall be borne by the owner of the WCF.

4. Violations of the development approval issued for a Wireless
Communication Facility and/or non-maintenance of a Wireless Communication
Facility shall be subject to Notice of Violation and Corrective Measures per the
code enforcement requirements of the Land Development Code. Violations
which continue more than 30 days shall be subject to corrective action as
specified in the code enforcement requirements of the Land Development Code
and may be subject to but not limited to revocation of the development order for
the Wireless Communication Facility in violation.

Page 4





