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AMENDED COST RECOVERY ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE BY THE WALTON COUNTY BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, FOR THE MEMBERS OF
WALTON COUNTY FIRE BOARD, CREATING A COST
RECOVERY FEE FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT RELATED
SERVICES SUCH AS FIRE SUPPRESSION AND VEHICLE
ACCIDENTS FROM THE INJURED’S INSURANCE
COMPANY, AND PERSON AND OR BUSINESSES LOCATED
OUTSIDE OF WALTON COUNTY.

SECTION 1:

Definitions

As used in this ordinance, the following words and terms shall have the following

meanings.

A.

Fire Apparatus; The emergency vehicles of the fire department used for
fire services related activities.

Fire Chief; The fire chief or designated representative of that fire
department.

Fee; The assessment of a monetary charge, as authorized pursuant tothis
ordinance.

Fire Fighter; Any person, volunteer or paid person who is an active
member of an organized fire department within Walton County.

Fire Engine; Any piece of fire apparatus with a permanently mounted fire
pump capable of pumping 250 gallons per minute or more, a water tank
capable of holding 300 gallons or more and a hose bed.

Tanker Truck; Any piece of fire apparatus primarily designed for
transporting water to fire or emergency scenes to be applied by other
vehicles to pumping equipment.

Rescue Truck; Any piece of fire apparatus carrying rescue, extrication or
medical equipment used to render emergency medical service or rescue to
endangered or entrapped persons.

Ladder Truck; A self-supporting, turntable mounted, power operated
ladder of two or more sections permanently attached to a self-propelled
fire apparatus and designed to provide an egress route from an elevated
position to the ground or an elevated master stream.

Salvage; Salvage work consists of those methods and operating procedures
allied to the fire fighting that aid in reducing fire, water and smoke damage
during and after a fire.

Overhaul; Overhaul is the practice of searching a fire scene to detect
hidden fires or sparks which may rekindle to detect and safeguard signs of
arson, and to place the structure, its contents, and the fire area in as safe a
condition as possible.

Extrication; The process and procedures used to free or release individual
(s) from entrapment.

Insurance Company; Any company licensed by the State of Florida to
provide insurance to individuals or businesses for the protection of the
home (owned, rented or leased), business (owned, rented or leased) or
motor vehicle (owned, rented or leased).
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SECTION 2:

Fee Schedule.

The following hourly rate shall apply to each type of fire apparatus or fire fighter:
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Type incidents for which insurance companies will be billed.

The insurance company insuring a structure or a motor vehicle will be
billed by the fire department having jurisdiction for services rendered
when performing scene standby, extinguishment, salvage, overhaul, or any
other service required to protect the public.

The insurance company insuring a motor vehicle will be billed any time
the fire department having jurisdiction is required to render emergency
medical services, extrication, scene standby, or any other service required
to protect the accident victims or the public.

Limitations and Restrictions

The fire department having jurisdiction shall only bill for those services
rendered by that said fire department.

No other fire department, municipality or fire district shall bill for services
rendered within the geographical boundary of the primary fire department
having jurisdiction except as noted below.

If the emergency situation is primarily controlled by fire apparatus and fire
fighter from another jurisdiction, that jurisdiction may bill the insurance
company for services rendered.

An itemized bill will be sent to the insurance company, never to the
Walton County residents involved.

If the person or business involved is NOT insured and NOT a resident of
Walton County, an itemized bill may be sent to the individual or business

involved.

The bill will reflect charges to the nearest one quarter of an hour.

SECTION 5: Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by the Walton County Board of
County Commissioners.

Adopted this ] day of B m\\{ 1999,
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