
                        ORDINANCE 
                        2006-03 

 
   AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 5.05.01 (H) 
  OF THE WALTON COUNTY LAND        

DEVELOPMENT    CODE; PROVIDING A       
DISCRETIONARY EXEMPTION TO THE 
REQUIREMENT FOR UNDERGROUND 
UTILITIES WHERE A TRACT OF LAND HAS A 
LAND USE OF AGRICULTURE,  GENERAL 
AGRICULTUR OR ESTATE RESIDENTIAL, IS 
BEING DEVELOPED IN ONE ACRE OR LARGER 
LOTS, AND THE ELECTRIC POWER PROVIDER 
AGREES THAT   UNDERGROUND UTILITIES 
ARE NOT FEASIBLE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

 
WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, F.S. delegated 

the responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to promote the public 
health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and 
 

WHEREAS, Sections 163.3201 and 163.3202, Florida Statutes, require local 
governments to implement the provisions of their comprehensive plans through the adoption of 
land development regulations; and 
 

WHEREAS, Walton County has adopted a Land Development Code in accordance with 
these statutes to ensure the County’s orderly growth and development; and 
 

WHEREAS, Walton County, to ensure the County’s continued orderly growth and 
development, finds it prudent to amend its Land Development Code to respond to the changing 
needs and conditions within said county; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, that the Walton County Land Development 
Code be amended as follows: 
 
Section 1: Section 5.05.01 (1-1) of the Walton County Land Development Code is amended 
as follows: 
 
H. Placement of Utilities Underground. The developer is required to place all utilities 
underground. unless the Director of the Division of Planning and Development Services makes a 
discretionary finding that the development meets the following criteria for an exemption: 



 
1.   The property has a future land use designation of Large-Scale 
Agriculture, General Agriculture, or Estate Residential; 
2.   The proposed development consists of minimum one (1) acre or larger 
lots: and 
3.   The developer provides a feasibility study by the local electric utility 
provider agreeing that underground electric power is not feasible for the 
proposed development. Feasibility shall be determined based on financial, 
engineering, and environmental considerations. 
 

This exemption is intended to apply only in rural areas where underground utilities are truly not 
feasible. This exemption shall only apply to electric transmission lines, cable transmission lines, 
telephone lines, and the like. 
 
Section 2. Severability 
 
Should any word, phrase, sentence, or section of this ordinance be held by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be illegal, void, unenforceable, or unconstitutional, then such shall be severed 
from this ordinance, and the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect. 
 
Section 3. Effective Date 
 
This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law. 


