ORDINANCE
2010- 04

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 13 OF THE WALTON COUNTY LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE TO ADD SCENIC GULF DRIVE AS A WALTON COUNTY
SCENIC CORRIDOR; ADOPTING A MAP OF THE SCENIC CORRIDOR;
ESTABLISHING THAT THE INTENT OF CORRIDOR DESIGN STANDARDS SHALL
BE TO PRESERVE AND MAXIMIZE THE VIEWS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO, TO
ENHANCE THE VISUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE
OF SCENIC GULF DRIVE, AND TO ELIMINATE ROADSIDE CLUTTER;
ESTABLISHING PROVISIONS FOR PERMITTED USES AND STRUCTURES,
PROHIBITED USES AND STRUCTURES, SETBACKS, LANDSCAPING
STANDARDS, DRIVEWAY/ACCESS/PARKING STANDARDS, SIGN CONTROL,
STANDARDS FOR FENCES AND WALLS; SETTING STANDARDS FOR
PARKING AND RIGHT OF WAY IMPROVEMENTS; AND DEFINING WALTON
COUNTY SCENIC GULF DRIVE; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, F.S.,
delegated the responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations
designed to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens;
and

WHEREAS, Sections 163.3201 and 163.3202, Florida Statutes, require local
governments to implement the provisions of their comprehensive plans through the
adoption of land development regulations; and

WHEREAS, Walton County has adopted a Land Development Code in accordance
with these statutes to ensure the County’s orderly growth and development; and
WHEREAS, Walton County, to ensure the County’s continued orderly growth and
development, finds it prudent to amend its Land Development Code to respond to
the changing needs and conditions within said county;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY that the Walton County Land
Development Code be amended, as follows:

Deletions are shown as strikethrough, Insertions are underlined

CHAPTER XllI, SCENIC CORRIDORS AND VISTAS of the Walton County Land
Development Code is hereby amended as follows:

43-02-04- 13.03.00. The U.S. 98 and U.S. 331 Scenic Corridor Design Standards.
143-02.02. 13.03.01. Site Development Standards.
43-02:03- 13.03.02. Architecture.

43-02:04- 13.03.03. Landscaping Standards.




43-02-05-606- 13.03.04.00 SIGNAGE

43-02:056-804- 13.03.04.01. Introduction.

43-02:05-02- 13.03.04.02. Prohibited signs.

13.02:05-03- 13.03.04.03. Non-Conforming Signs.

13.02.05-04- 13.03.04.04. Allowable Signs.

43-02:05-05- 13.03.04.05. Sign Permitting.

13-02.05-06- 13.03.04.06. Temporary Signs.

13-02-06-07 13.03.04.07. Master Signage Plans.

43-02-05-08- 13.03.04.08. Main Identification Signs.

43-02-05-09- 13.03.04.09. Building Signs (refer to Exhibits 11 and 12).
13-02-06-8640- 13.03.04.10. Directional Signs (refer to Exhibits 13 and 14).
13-02-06-:044 13.03.04.11. Directory Signs/Kiosks (refer to Exhibit 15).
43-02-06-12: 13.03.04.12. Street Signs.

43-062:6643- 13.03.04.13. Community Directory Signs.

13.04.00. Scenic Gulf Drive Corridor

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Scenic Gulf Drive Corridor design
standards shall be to preserve and maximize the views of the Gulf of Mexico, to
enhance the visual characteristics of the north and south side of Scenic Gulf Drive,
and to eliminate roadside clutter. The rights-of-way of Scenic Gulf Drive are the
property of Walton County and the use by any private or public entity is permissible
only with the expressed and written authorization of the Board of County
Commissioners.

B. Applicability. All properties that are located south of the Scenic Gulf Drive
right-of-way to the Gulf of Mexico and all properties that are located within four
hundred (400) feet north of the right-of-way line shall, for the purposes of this
section, be considered within the Scenic Gulf Drive Scenic Corridor. All properties
within the Scenic Gulf Drive Scenic Corridor shall comply with the design
standards in this section. Map exhibit 13-5.




C. Permitted Uses and Structures.
Permitted uses and structures shall be consistent with Chapter |l Land use
Districts.

D. Prohibited Uses and Structures.

Temporary structures shall be prohibited along the Scenic Gulf Drive Corridor with
the exception of temporary construction trailers and port-o-lets. and any structure
that is governed by the Beach Activities ordinance or its' most current adopted
version.

E. Setbacks. Building Setbacks are governed pursuant to Section 5.00.03.

F. Landscaping Standards.

s Landscaping within any required setback area or buffer area in the Scenic
Gulf Drive Corridor shall be planted with salt and drought tolerant native species.
Salt and drought tolerant native species are indicated on the landscape materials
lists in Section 5.01.02 (D). Existing native vegetation is to be preserved in
accordance with Section 4.06.02 and shall be included in any overall landscape
plan for development order approval.

2 Landscaping of public right-of-way:

a. Property owners whose property fronts on Scenic Gulf Drive are
encouraged to provide landscaping on the public right-of-way. Such landscaping
shall utilize native or other approved salt and drought tolerant vegetation as listed
in Chapter 13 in this Land Development Code.

b. Each plan for landscaping the public right-of-way shall be prepared and
submitted to the Planning and Development Division for approval. Plans will be
reviewed by the Walton County Public Works Division for safety issues and by
utility companies that make use of the location, and are subject to a right-of-way
use agreement between the applicant and the Walton County Public Works
Division. Any landscaping proposed and approved for the public right-of-way of
Scenic Gulf Drive is subject to removal by the County for any public purpose and
by any utility company whose services are located within the right-of-way when
necessary for repair, improvements or extensions of service. Under these
conditions of public purpose removal, the cost of replacement shall be by the
applicant and Walton County will bear no obligation as a result of its approval of
landscaping. When utility companies or Walton County find it necessary to remove
landscaping on the right-of-way they shall provide reasonable notice to the abutting
property owner to allow for that owner to remove or protect plants. When minor
and/or emergency repairs by utility companies or by Walton County or when notice
has been given and plants have not been removed and landscaping is damaged
by the activity of the utility companies or by Walton County, the restoration and the
cost of such restoration shall be the responsibility of the abutting property owner.

g The applicant _shall _maintain _all landscaping in the public right-of-way
including the providing of an irrigation system. The sprinkler system for all shrub
beds shall be drip irrigation. Spray heads are permitted for turf and annual color
areas but shall strictly limit overspray onto roadways, bike paths, and driveways, or




any other non-landscaped areas to the greatest extent possible. In general, the
use of low-angle spray heads are encouraged. Rotor heads or other "long-throw"
heads are forbidden in the public right-of-way. It shall be the responsibility of the
owner to maintain the irrigation system to minimize overspray outside of turf or
annual color beds. Upon request, the owner shall operate the irrigation system for
the County enforcement officer. Violators shall be subject to fines per County
code. All sprinkler controls shall be located to be accessible by the County.

G. Driveway/Access/Parking Standards.

1, No parking is allowed within the public rights-of-way or public easements
unless the parking is for a public purpose and approved by the Board of County
Commissioners after engineering technical review of the proposed design by the
County.

2. Driveways shall be paved from the edge of the pavement to the property
line as a part of any development.

3. Commercial uses are encouraged to provide parking in the rear of the building
to allow building facades and landscaping to predominate in the view from the
road. The parking requirements in Section 5.02.02 shall be reduced 20 percent for
all commercial developments that provide parking in the rear of the building.
However, the parking area shall not encroach into the coastal protection zone
established in Section 4.02.02.

H. Sign Control.

i Applicability. Signs within the Scenic Gulf Drive Corridor shall conform to
Chapter VIl of this code and shall also be subject to the following standards and
prohibitions:

2. Prohibited signs. In addition to the signs prohibited in Section 7.02.02, the
following signs shall be prohibited in the Scenic Gulf Drive Corridor; permanent off-
premise outdoor advertising signs; pole signs; water towers as advertising: wall
murals as advertising; off-premise signs: temporary mobile signs; interior lit single
panel plastic or lexan face; streamers, pennants, ribbons, spinners and other
similar devices; flashing signs; signs containing reflective elements that sparkle or
twinkle in_the sunlight; roof signs and signs containing moving parts. An off-
premise sign is _any sign located on property other than that to which the sign
relates.
3. Sign standards.
a. Ground Signs.
i. Shall be limited to:

1. Single family residence: 2 square feet.

2. Condo/Commercial up to 4 stories: 32 square feet.

3. Condo/Commercial greater than 4 stories: 64 square feet.

i. Shall be a maximum of 10 feet high and shall be located in an approved
landscape buffer area. Ground signs shall not impede traffic visibility per
site triangle requirements.

iii. Except for shopping centers, there shall only be one (1) ground sign per

parcel.




iv. The sign area shall be calculated to include the outside edge of the sign
cabinet or frame.
V. Shall only be used to advertise a business on the same site.

b. Building Signs.

i. The total amount of building signs allowed shall be two (2) square feet of
signage per one (1) linear foot of addressed business frontage, not to
exceed sixty-four (64) square feet.

i. The area of a building sign shall be calculated by summing the area of
each letter and the corporate logo in the sign.

iii. Shall only be used to advertise a business on the same site.

c. Shopping Center Signs
i Ground signs for shopping centers may be constructed subject to
compliance with the criteria described below:

Sign Criteria Parcel Width Parcel Width
Less Greater
than 150 Ft. than 150 Ft.
Number of Signs per parcel One Two
Maximum Allowable Area of All Signage | 100 sq. ft. per Anchor Structure
On the Site side Sign

200 sq. ft. total 100 sq. ft. per side
200 sq. ft. total
Tenants Sign

100 sq. ft. per side
200 sq. ft. total

Maximum Height Above Ground 10 feet 10 feet

Area Allowed For Center Name 20 percent 20 percent
maximum maximum

Area Allowed For Tenants Name 80 percent 80 percent
minimum minimum

ii. Interior lighted signs shall be limited to 2 colors, red and blue, not to
exceed 20 percent of the window area that it is displayed in.
4, [llumination standards. All signs or lighting for signs shall be directed or
shielded such that the light sources or glare from the light sources is directed away




from or shielded from the beach and the right-of-way of the Scenic Gulf Drive
Corridor and shall comply with the Wildlife Lighting Ordinance if applicable.

5. Non-Conforming Signs. The purpose of this Section is to regulate and limit
the continued existence of signs that were lawfully established prior to the effective
date of this Code but do not conform to the provisions of this Code.

a. Authority to Continue. Nonconforming signs may continue in accordance with
the provisions of this Section.

b. Ordinary Repair and Maintenance. Normal maintenance and repair of existing
nonconforming signs may be performed.

c. Expansions. Nonconforming signs shall not be expanded.

d. Relocation. A nonconforming sign _may not be moved unless the sign will
thereafter conform to the requirements of this Code.

e. Termination.

i. Damage or Destruction - if a nonconforming sign is damaged or destroyed
to the extent of fifty percent (50%) or more then the nonconforming sign
may not be restored unless the sign will thereafter conform to the
requirements of this Code.

I. Other Uses of the Public Right-of-Way:

. The permanent placement of trash/garbage cans, dumpsters and other such
receptacles on the public right-of-way is prohibited. Such containers may be placed
on the public right-of-way on the days of pickup, only.

2. Display of merchandise or merchandising materials (e.g., signs, banners) is
prohibited on the public right-of-way.

3. The use of the public right-of-way for repeated and/or continual deliveries
and offloading is prohibited.

4. The use of brick pavers or concrete for the bike path is prohibited. The only
acceptable paving material shall be asphalt.

J. Fences and Walls

Walls, chain link fences, and/or wire fences, including barbed wire, are prohibited
along the entire Scenic Gulf Drive Corridor. Fences may be located in all front,
side and rear yards. No fences shall be less than three feet in height or greater
than six feet in height. Fences shall not exceed four feet in height when placed in
the front yard unless set back from the front property line a minimum of the
required building setback. Plywood, particle board, or similar wood materials are
prohibited. The finished side shall face outward, and stringers and posts shall not
be visible from the outside. Fences on lots or parcels adjacent to the north or
south right-of-way of Scenic Gulf Drive with a view corridor to the Gulf of Mexico
shall be subject to a 65 percent see through width to lot ratio limitation.

Section 2. Glossary of Terms:

Walton County Scenic Gulf Drive — The term used to describe an area of land
extending east and west from the Okaloosa/Walton County line to the intersection







of Scenic Gulf Drive and U.S. Highway 98, and along the corridor north 400’ from
the right-of-way line and south of right-of-way line to the qulf of Mexico (as
depicted in map 13-5).

Section 3. All remaining provisions of Chapter 13 of the Walton County Land
Development Code are reaffirmed in their entirety.

Section 4. Repeal.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances that are not consistent or that conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed: provided that such repeal shall
be only to the extent of such inconsistency and in all other respects this ordinance
shall be cumulative of other ordinances requlating and governing the subject
matter covered by this ordinance.

Section 5. Severability.

Should any word, phrase, sentence, or section of this ordinance be held by a court
of competent jurisdiction to be illegal, void, unenforceable, or unconstitutional then
such shall be severed from this ordinance and the remainder of the ordinance shall
remain in full force and effect.

Section 6. Effective Date.
This ordinance shall take effect as provided by law.

Adopted by the Board of County Comérinissioners f Walton County, Florida,
at a duly advertised public hearing, thiséj 51’ day of F@Z}Q;dr%{, 2010.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

V1 - / _
m Sconon, Chair
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