ORDINANCE NO.&@I_Q’Q 7

AN ORDINANCE OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA,
REPLACING ORDINANCE 2007-01 KNOWN AS THE
WALTON COUNTY DISABILITY PARKING
ORDINANCE; REPLACING SECTION 20-21 OF THE
WALTON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, AND
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the legislature of the State of Florida has in F.S. §316.008(1)(a) delegated
to local government units the authority to reasonably regulate parking “with respect to streets and
highways under their jurisdiction™; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida (the
“Board”) recognizes the number of disability parking violations which occur in Walton County
each year; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that it is in the public’s interest to amend the current
regulations related to parking for disabled persons; and

WHEREAS, by the adoption of this Ordinance, it is the intent of the Board to facilitate
the enforcement of parking regulations for the welfare and safety of its citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners
of Walton County, Florida, as follows:

SECTION 1. GENERAL

1. SHORT TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known as “The Walton County Disability
Parking Ordinance.”

2. AUTHORITY. This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to F.S. §§ 125.01 and 316.008(4)(a).

3. REPEALER. Ordinance 2007-01 and Section 20-21 of the Walton County Code of
Ordinances are hereby repealed in their entirety.

SECTION 2. REGULATION OF PARKING FOR DISABLED PERSONS.

1. MARKING OF PARKING SPACES. All parking spaces which are required by law to
be specially designed and marked motor vehicle parking spaces for the exclusive use of
those physically disabled persons who have been issued an exemption entitlement
parking permit pursuant to F.S. §§316.1958 or 320.08438, shall be prominently outlined
with blue paint and shall be posted with a permanent above-grade sign of a color and
design in accordance with F.S. §§316.1955 and 553.5041 and approved by the Florida
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Department of Transportation, bearing the international symbol of accessibility and the
caption “PARKING BY DISABLED PERMIT ONLY.” Such a sign erected after
October 1, 1996, must indicate the penalty for use of the space. The sign must also
indicate “Unauthorized vehicles may be towed at owners’ expense.” Any violation of
this Section may not be dismissed for failure of the marking on the parking space to
comply with the above requirements if the space is in general compliance and is clearly
distinguishable as a designated accessible parking space for disabled persons. Only a
warning may be issued for unlawfully parking in a space designated for persons with
disabilities if there is no above-grade sign as provided in F.S. §553.5041.

PERMIT REQUIRED. It shall be unlawful for any person to stop, stand, or park a
vehicle within any parking space which is designated as handicapped parking, parking by
disabled permit only, or disabled parking pursuant to F.S. §316.1955, unless such vehicle
displays a parking permit issued pursuant to F.S. §§316.1958 or 320.0848 or a license
plate issued under F.S. §§320.084, 320.0842, 320.0843, or 320.0845, and such vehicle is
transporting a person eligible for the parking permit.

TEMPORARY P ARKING. Any person who is chauffeuring a person who has a
disability is allowed, without need for a disabled parking permit or a special license plate,
to stand temporarily in any such parking space, for the purpose of loading or unloading
the person who has a disability. A penalty may not be imposed upon the driver for such
temporary standing.

PENALTIES.

(a) Any vehicle parked in a properly designated disabled parking space in
violation of F.S. § 316.1955, shall be fined in the amount of $250.00 for each
such occurrence payable to the Clerk of Court.

(b) A sign reading "$250 FINE" shall be attached to each permanent above-grade
sign indicating such restricted parking space; provided, however, the fact a
space which is clearly distinguishable as a designated accessible parking space
for people who have disabilities is not marked with a "$250 FINE" sign,
whether due to full or partial absence, an inaccurate amount, defacement,
mutilation or otherwise, may not excuse a violation nor limit the fine set forth
above.

(c) Fines collected from violations of this Section or F.S. § 316.1955(1) shall be
deposited in a separate county account to be used in the following manner:

(1) One-third to be used to defray expenses for the administration of the
collection of fines.

(2) Two-thirds to be used to provide funds to improve accessibility and
equal opportunity to qualified persons and to provide funds to conduct
public awareness programs in the county concerning persons who have
disabilities.

(d) In addition to the fine set forth in subsection (a) of this section, whenever the
Sheriff or his designee finds a vehicle in violation of this section, the Sheriff



or his designee may have the unauthorized vehicle removed or require the
operator or person in charge thereof immediately to remove the unauthorized

vehicle from the parking space.

5. LIENS. Whenever any vehicle is removed under this Section by the Sheriff, or his
designated agent, to a storage lot, garage, or other safe parking space, the cost of such
removal and parking constitutes a lien against such vehicle as provided in F.S.

§316.1955.

6. EXEMPTION. Motor vehicle displaying a special license plate or parking permit issued
to a disabled person by any other state or district allowing such vehicle the special
parking privileges allowed in this Section is exempted from the provisions of this

Section.

SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY.
Should any word, phrase, sentence, or section of this Ordinance be held by a court of competent

jurisdiction to be illegal, void, unenforceable, or unconstitutional, then such shall be severed
from this Ordinance and the remainder of the Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 4. INCLUSION IN THE CODE.
It is the intent of the Board that the provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part

of Walton County Code of Ordinances, and that the Sections of this Ordinance may be
renumbered or re-lettered and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section,” “article,” or
such other appropriate word or phrase in order to accomplish such intentions.

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Ordinance shall take effect as provided by law.
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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