ORDINANCE Q0|3 -0

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CURRENT
CHAPTER 22, ARTICLE 1, 11, III, AND IV; CORRECTING INTERNAL
INCONSISTENCIES, INCLUDING DEFINITIONS; CLARIFYING
LANGUAGE OF PROVISIONS REGARDING THE CONDUCT AND
PERMITTING OF ACTIVITIES, VENDORS AND VEHICLES ON THE
BEACH; REPEALING SECTION 5-34, DOGS ON THE BEACH,
WALTON COUNTY CODE, AND INCORPORATING THOSE
PROVISIONS HEREIN; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY,
CONFLICTS AND REPEAL OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES; AND
SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Be It Ordained by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County:

Section 1. Authority; Intent

The Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, has the authority to
regulate activities on certain waterways and beaches pursuant to section 125.01, Florida Statutes
(2012), and Florida law. Chapter 22 has internal inconsistencies caused by editorial incorporation
of past ordinances into the Walton County Code and numerous partial amendments to older
provisions of Chapter 22, some of which date back to 1985. Otherwise, it is the intent of the
Board to provide for the continuing health, safety and welfare of citizens and visitors to the
county by clarifying other provisions of Chapter 22 and providing reasonable regulation of the
public's use and conduct on the beach and adjoining waters of the county, including the
designation of specific areas within which the operation of vehicles, vessels and aircraft may be
regulated or prohibited. It is further intended that this article shall be liberally construed to effect
such intent and purpose. Therefore, the Board hereby amends the following provisions of
Chapter 22 of the Walton County Code regarding waterways and beach activities.

Section 2. Amendment of Chapter 22, Waterways, of the Walton County Code

Chapter 22
Waterways and Beach Activities

Astielet
h-General

Sec. 22-01. — Title and Citation
This chapter shall be known and cited as the "Walton County Waterways and

Beach and -Safety-Vehiele-and-Vessel-Contrel Activities Ordinance."

Sec. 22-02. - Definitions




The following words, terms. and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
following meanings. except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning.

Aircraft means any motor vehicle or contrivance now known or hereinafter invented,
which is used or designed for navigation of or flight in the air, except a parachute or other
contrivance designed for such navigation but used primarily as safety equipment. The
term "aircraft" shall include ultra light aircraft and seaplanes.

Alcoholic beverage means distilled spirits and all beverages containing one-half of 1
percent or more alcohol by volume.

All terrain vehicle means any motorized off-highway vehicle 64 inches or less in width,
having a dry weight of 2.000 pounds or less. designed to travel on three or more
nonhighway tires and not registered or licensed for hichway use.

Bather means any person who is in the same water as a vessel, whether said person is
swimming, wading or engaged in any other activity in the water.

Bathing area means any area of the beach and adjoining waters in which bathers are
located or may be located. whether or not designated by signs or other form of
notification.

Bay. Choctawhatchee Bay.

Beach means the soft sandy portion of land lying seaward of the seawall or the line of
permanent dune vegetation.

Bloodbaiting means the use of blood or bloody fish parts to attract sharks.

Boat. See Vessel.

Camping means the erection of shelter or similar structures for the purpose of sleeping: or
lying upon the beach on a bedroll, blanket, or other protective garb for the purpose of

sleeping.

Chumming means the throwing of bait or fish parts into the water to attract fish.

Designated limited access areas means the following described locations:

(1) Gravton Beach: An area extending the distance of beach described in the lease
between Walton County and State of Florida Internal Improvement Trust
Fund/Bureau of State Lands. Number 3884. dated October 1986.
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(2) Inlet Beach: An area extending from the west boundary line of Lakeshore
Drive eastward for a distance of 66 feet.

(3) Walton Park: An area extending from the west boundary line of Walton Park
westward for a distance of 1.600 feet. (Temporarily closed)

(4) Seagrove Beach: An area extending from the east boundary line of One
Seagrove Place eastward for a distance of 1.600 feet. (Temporarily closed)

Gulf. The Gulf of Mexico.

Idle speed means the lowest speed at which a vessel or sailcraft can operate and maintain
steering control.

Jet ski. See Personal Watercraft.

Motor vehicle means any vehicle which is self-propelled. including eolf carts and any
rented concession vehicle, but not including bicycles.

Operate or operation means to navigate or otherwise use any aircraft or vessel in or on
the water.

Permit means beach vendor's permit, vehicle permit, dog permit, special event permit
issued by the county and/or bonfire or fireworks permit issued by the South Walton Fire
District.

Personal watercraft means a small A-1 or A-2 vessel which uses an outboard motor, or
inboard motor powering a water jet pump. as its primary source of motive power and
which is designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on, or being
towed behind the vessel, rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or standing
inside the vessel; or a craft less than 13 feet in length designed to be operated by a person

or persons sitting. standing. or kneeling on the craft rather than within the confines of a
hull.

Rafis, floats, and flotation devices means any device, whether of canvas, vinyl. rubber,
styrofoam or other substance. intended or capable of assisting in the flotation of a person
in or on the water in the Gulf of Mexico. and all other waters of the State of Florida.

Sailcraft means a wind-propelled vessel used or capable of being used as a means of
transportation on or in the water, including sail boats, sailboards and wind surfboards.

Seaplane means any aircraft as defined herein that is capable of landing and/or lifting off
from a water surface.




Sea Turtle Nesting Season means May 1% to October 31* of any given vear.

Solicit or canvass means any act, delivery or exchange not initiated by the prospective
customer or which directs attention to any business. mercantile or commercial
establishments, or any other commercial activity, for the purpose of directly or indirectly
promoting commercial interests through sales. rentals. or any exchange of value.

Special events means:
(1) Any use, activity, or event conducted or promoted on the beach that would
constitute a violation of any provision of this article or any rule or regulation
issued under the authority of this article;

(2) Any activity or event that is organized and promoted to attract, and is likely to
attract, a crowd of more than 50 persons to a certain place on the beach at a
certain time under circumstances that are likely to interfere with the public's right
of access and use of the beach or create a need for additional police, lifesaving, or
other services; or

(3) Any activity or event on the beach that is promoted or sponsored by
commercial interests and will advertise or promote private commercial interests.

(4) Special events does not include private parties on private property unless they
are of such a nature to create a need for additional police. lifesaving, or other
Services.

Surfboard means a fiberglass, epoxy. closed-cell neoprene or styrofoam instrument with
one or more fiberglass fins or skegs attached or inserted into the belly or bottom of the
surfboard. This definition shall include windsurfboards and sailboards. This definition
shall not include rubber rafts. floats, belly boards, or boogie boards, but does include
stand-up paddle boards.

Surfine means the riding or paddling of a surfboard within the waters of the Gulf of
Mexico abutting or adjacent to the beach.

Ultralioht aircraft or ultralicht means any heavier-than-air, motorized aircraft which
meets the criteria for maximum weight. fuel capacity and airspeed established for such
aircraft by the Federal Aviation Administration under part 103 of the Federal Aviation

Regulations.

Vehicle means any properly licensed. tagged. permitted device, in, upon. or by which any
person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway.

Vending means offering for sale or rent or as part of a contractual agreement any services,
goods or materials to be consumed or placed on the beach. in the bay or in the gulf or




their adjoining waters, including, but not limited to, organized and for-profit instructional
or exercise classes such as yoga. painting, swimming, surfing, etc.

Vessel as defined in Florida Statutes 327.02(36). means a motor propelled or artificially
propelled vessel and every other description of boat, watercraft, barge, and air boat other
than a seaplane on the water. used or capable of being used as a means of transportation
on or in the water, including jet skis.

Water based activities means those vendor operations in which the customer will
participate in an activity on or in the water. This includes. but is not limited to. ocean
kayak rentals, water trampolines, climbing walls. inflatable boat rides, personal
watercraft rentals. and parasail operations.

Water's edee means that portion of the shore at any given time of the day where the tide
flows and reflows along a water body.

Wind surfboard means a surfboard equipped with a sail and designed to be propelled by
the wind. The term "wind surfboard" shall be synonymous with the term "sailboard."

Sec. 22-1. - Use of public boat ramps.
(a) Title. This section shall be known as the public boat ramp ordinance of the county.

(b) Findings. The docking of boats at public boat ramps may deny others the use of
public boat ramps. The docking may also present a hazard to other boaters and the public

wishing to use the public boat ramps. The-use-ofpublic-boatrampsis-aprivilege-givente
st thedocslbsoverpmontalotfticials

(¢) Purpose and intent. The purpose and intent of this section is to improve the access
and use of public boat ramps located in the county.

(d) Complaints. If any person wishing to use a public boat ramp in the county comes

upon a boat docked or anchored which is hampering access or causing a hazard, he
should call the administrative-superviser's Code Enforcement or Sheriff’s office. After a

complaint is received, the appropriate agency will be notified.




Sec. 22-3. - No wake zones in-MaeckBayeu.

(a) The Walton County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to declare restricted

waterways within its boundaries.

(b) The areas of enforcement shall be all waters, creeks and canals located within the
boundaries described in this section for the purpose necessary to protect the safety of the
public as such restrictions are necessary based on boating accidents, visibility, hazardous
currents or water levels, vessel traffic congestion, or other navigational hazards in
compliance with Section 327.46. Florida Statutes.

(¢) Implementation of the boating restricted areas is contingent upon receiving all
applicable state and/or federal authorizations to insure compliance with Chapter 68D-23,
Florida Administrative Code and to assist in navigation consistent with the United States
Aids to Navigation System.

(d) No person except a law enforcement officer, authorized emergency personnel, or
other person actually engaged in a rescue attempt, shall operate any vessel or sailcraft in
excess of idle speed. defined herein. in the following list of restricted waterways:

(1) Within 500 feet perpendicular from the water’s edge where bathers are
present, except to go to and from the shore by the most direct means possible in a
safe and reasonable manner.
(2) Areas that have been clearly marked by buoys or some other distinguishing
device for bathing, swimming, or which has been otherwise restricted by the
County.
(3) Within 500 feet offshore from all sandy beaches or shorefront bathing areas
on the Gulf of Mexico.
(4) In the areas designated by “No Wake Zone” signs in the following waterways:
a. Mack Bavou
b. Buck Bayvou




¢. Black Creek at McDaniels Fish Camp

d. Black Creek at Black Creek Lodge

e. Black Creek at bridge on County Road 3280
f. Lake Powell within Walton County
£
h

. Basin Bavou
. Sister River at Steel Field
i. Bunker Creek
j. Hewett Bayou
k. Hogtown Bavou
I. Alagua Creek
m. Tucker Bayou
n. Mallet Bayou
0. Churchill Bavou
p. Musset Bavou
(5) Within 350 feet of any shore or dock along the entire shoreline of
Choctawhatchee Bay, Hogtown Bavyou, Alaqua Bayou, LaGrange Bayou, Basin
Bayou, and Mallet Bayou, EXCEPT that this provision shall not apply to the
water encompassed by the shipping channel in LaGrange Bayou and the water
within the designated limits of the Intracoastal Waterway.

Sec. 22-4 through 22-11. Reserved
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Sec. 22-12. - Vessel speed not to exceed reasonable speed under existing conditions.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to authorize or approve the
speed of any vessel or sailcraft in excess of that which is reasonable and proper under the
existing conditions or circumstances including, but not limited to, the presence of water
skiers. bathers, fishermen, natural hazards or other water traffic.

However, the provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to restrict law
enforcement or rescue vessels, or vessels when conducting official duties or operating
under emergency conditions or to prohibit racing or exhibition of vessels or sailcraft
during a publicly announced, properly authorized, supervised and adequately patrolled
regatta, speed trial or exhibition.

Secs. 22- 13 12 through 22-30. - Reserved.

ARTICEEH:
PUBEICBEACHES

Sec. 22-31. — Horses, Dogs on beaches.

(a) No person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of any horse shall cause,
permit or allow the animal onto or upon any public beaches in the county.

(b) All dogs shall be prohibited from public beaches of Walton County except:

(1) Dogs assisting those who are sight and hearing impaired or service animals; or

(2) Dogs owned by Walton County real property owners or permanent residents
who have obtained a permit and who maintain the dog on a leash. Proof of real
property ownership or Walton County residency is required (such as deed, driver's
license, tax receipt, utility bill, lease agreement, or voter's registration showing
address). For property titled in the name of a business, a person must show proof
that they own a controlling interest in the property to be considered eligible for a
permit (copy of state or other document showing percentage of ownership or list
of officers). The permit will allow leashed dogs on the beach between the hours of
4:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. of the following day during Daylight Savings Time and
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between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. of the following day during non-
Daylight Savings Time. Any Walton County real property owner or permanent
resident desiring a permit shall be required to pay a reasonable fee, which shall be
set by resolution of the board and amended as necessary.

(c) Owners of dogs shall be responsible for pick up of their dogs' waste.

(d) Permits may be issued by the board's designee upon receipt of a completed
application. All permits issued shall be for a period of one year and will expire on August
1 of each year with a grace period until August 15 of each vear. Proof of rabies
vaccination must be presented prior to obtaining a permit.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to apply to a property owner of the sandy
area next to the mean high tide which would interfere with the property owner's right to
have their own dog or horse on their property.
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Secs. 22-32 33 through 22-3551. - Reserved.
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