~ .
ORDINANCE NUMBER Z-0O15-30

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY AMENDING
CHAPTER 5 AND ADDING SECTION 5.00.10 TO THE WALTON
COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE PROVIDING FOR
MINIMUM FINISH FLOOR ELEVATION REQUIREMENT;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; CODIFICATION AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE WALTON COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS:

Section 1. Authority; Intent.

Pursuant to Sections 163.3201 and 163.3203, Florida Statutes, the Board of
County Commissioners have implemented provisions of the Walton County
Comprehensive Plan through the adoption of the Walton County Land Development
Code to ensure the County’s orderly growth and development and to respond to the
changing needs and conditions within the County. Amending Chapter 5 will provide for
consistent stormwater management requirements. The Board of County Commissioners
finds it is in the best interest of the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Walton
County to add this section as follows.

Section 2: Amending Chapter 5 of the Walton County Land Development Code is
amended as follows (deletions are strike-threugh: additions are underlined):

CHAPTER V. DEVELOPMENT DESIGN AND IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS
5.00.00. GENERAL PROVISIONS

5.00.01. Purpose and Intent.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide site design and improvement standards
applicable to all development activity in the County. The provisions are intended to
ensure functional and attractive development. The standards allow for flexibility in site
design, while ensuring compatibility of neighboring uses through design features such as
landscaped bufters. All development shall be designed to avoid unnecessary impervious
surface coverage and adverse effects of traffic, noise and drainage on surrounding
properties.

5.00.02. Minimum Lot Area Requirements.
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A. Requirements for all developments. All developments shall have a total land area
sufficient to meet all development design standards in this code including, but not limited
to, land required to provide for all setbacks, buffers, stormwater management, offstreet
parking and circulation, protection of environmentally sensitive lands, landscaping, open
space, greenway corridors, recreational areas and any other provisions which may require
land area to be set aside.

B. Requirements for Residential Development. There is no minimum lot area for
individual lots within a residential development that will be served by both a central
water and central sewer system, provided that all of the following requirements are met:
1. The land area for the total project is sufficient to meet standards of this code as stated
in paragraph (A) of this section.

2. Residential density of the area shall not exceed that specified in the Walton County
Comprehensive Plan.

3. Land with the boundaries of a subdivision or a Neighborhood Plan, exclusive of
individual lots to be conveyed in fee simple ownership, shall be owned and/or controlled
and maintained through a condominium association, property owners' association, or
other similar private legal entity, or may be conveyed to governmental or public not-for-
profit organizations for the same purpose. Recordable instruments providing for these
common-ownership lands shall be submitted for review with the application for
development plan review.

C. Specific Requirements for Areas Without Central Utilities. All proposed
development in areas that will not be served by central water and central sewer shall
comply with the minimum lot sizes established by the Florida Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Services, Rule 10D-6, F.A.C. Residential density of the area shall not
exceed that specified in the Walton County Comprehensive Plan.

5.00.03. Building Setback Requirements.

A. The following setback requirements shall apply to all structures erected on property
situated in unincorporated areas of Walton County, Florida:

1. Single-family residential: 7 1/2 feet side, 15 feet rear and 20 feet front.

Multifamily (one- through three-story): Ten feet side, 20 feet rear, and 20 feet front.
Multifamily (four-story): 15 feet side, 20 feet rear, and 20 feet front.

All structures over four stories: Increase the side, rear and front setback lines by two
feet for every story over four stories with a maximum setback of 40 feet.

5. All other primary structures (commercial, churches, etc.): 25 feet front with side and
rear setback lines conforming to the above-mentioned multifamily residential
requirements.

B. Conflict Between Setback and Buffer Requirements: Where the landscaped buffer
required by Subsection 5.01.02 of this Code exceeds the required setbacks established
above, the buffer requirement shall control.
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1. Buildings or structures for single-family or multi-family residential uses may be
permitted up to a maximum of fifty (50) feet in height meeting building setbacks as
provided for in section 5.00.03 Building Setback Requirements.

2. Buildings or structures for single-family or multi-family residential uses may be

permitted up to a maximum of seventy-five (75) feet in height on lots or parcels

which can accommodate a 1.25 times the proposed building or structure height in

building setback. Buildings or structures adjacent to or within % mile radius of a

municipal boundary must be compatible in scale and character to buildings or

structures located in the municipality.

Buildings or structures for commercial or institutional uses may be permitted up to a
maximum of seventy-five (75) feet meeting building setbacks as provided for in
section 5.00.03 Building Setback Requirements. Buildings or structures adjacent to
or within % mile radius of a municipal boundary must be compatible in scale and
character to buildings or structures located in the municipality.

4. Buildings or structures for industrial uses may be permitted up to a maximum of one
hundred (100) feet in height meeting building setbacks as provided for in section
5.00.03 Building Setback Requirements. Buildings or structures adjacent to or within
s mile radius of a municipal boundary must be compatible in scale and character to
buildings or structures located in the municipality.

C. Height Exceptions in Walton County

Height exceptions to the height limitations stipulated above, may apply to the following,

contingent on review and approval on a case by case basis by the Board of County

Commissioners. The case by case review and approval by the Board of County

Commissioners for height exception is required for major or minor projects, and where

applicable, review and approval by the Design Review Board:

1. Church steeples and spires.

2. Aircraft radio towers and navigational aids.

3. Private solar energy facilities or windmills.

4. Publicly owned civic buildings or structures related to public
welfare.

Commercial or industrial buildings or structures that are part of an economic
development project located in north Walton County as recommended by the
Economic Development Alliance.

6. Buildings or structures relating to the public health, safety, and welfare such as
hospitals.

7. Height exceptions provided for in section 13.02.03 (6) Architecture, Height of
Buildings for the U.S. 98 and U.S. 331 Scenic Corridors, provide that cupolas,
towers, spires, etc. are allowed and may extend twenty (20) feet above roof
lines or allowable height, but they shall be non-leasable and nonhabitable.

D. Height Exemptions in South or North Walton County
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1. Height exemptions are exemptions provided for by state or federal laws and
administrative codes. In instances where this code may conflict with federal or state laws
and codes; federal or state laws and codes shall govern. Examples of exemptions are
provided in Appendix A.

E. Methodology for Measurement for Building or Structure Height

Building or structure height in South or North Walton County is the vertical distance or
measurement from the average elevation of the existing natural ground beneath the
footprint of the building or structure to the highest point at the top of the building or
structure or the highest point of the coping of a flat roof, the deck line of a mansard roof,
or the mean height level between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, domed, curved, and
gambrel roofs. Building or structure features such as chimney height as required by the
Florida Building Code shall not be included in the methodology for measurement for
building or structure height.

(Ord. No. 01-12, § 2, 7-3-01; Ord. No. 2007-51, § 1, 11-27-07; Ord. No. 2008-36, § 1,
10-28-08; Ord. No. 2009-10, § 1, 8-11-09)

5.00.07. Methodology for Determination of Setback Requirements.

All setbacks referred to in this Chapter and described in Chapter V of this Code will be
measured from the lot line adjacent to the point of measurement to the closest vertical
improvement on the subject parcel. Lot line fences are specifically excluded. Elevated
walkways, patios, porches and decks are subject to setback requirements. Both in ground
and above ground swimming pools and their associated decks are subject to these setback
requirements. Cantilevered decks and roof overhangs are also subject to setback
requirements, except the deck or roof overhang may extend a maximum of 18 inches into
the setback if they are at least eight feet above ground level.

5.00.08. General Clustering Policy in all Districts.

It is the intention of the County to encourage the clustering of development units on any
development parcel for the purposes of avoiding environmentally sensitive areas, creating
open space and greenway areas, and encouraging efficient infrastructure design.

5.00.09. Methodology for Determination of Allowable Residential Density.

The maximum allowable base residential density for any specific parcel of property shall
be determined by determining the total net developable acreage of the site and
multiplying the amount of acreage in each land use category represented on the site by
the maximum residential density provided in this Chapter for each of those land use
districts.

The specific protection or hazard Zones described in Section IV of this Code may allow
for certain density values to be transferred from the acreage contained in these Zones to
developable upland or less hazardous areas on the site. Refer to the Subsection of Chapter



[V of this Code which creates the Zone to determine what, if any density value may be
transferred.

5.00.10 Minimum Finish Floor Elevation Requirement

This section applies to all new development or redevelopment on all residential or
commercial structures after the effective date of this ordinance. This section will not and
is intended not to make existing residential or commercial structures nonconforming.

A. No residential or commercial structure shall be constructed with the lowest floor
elevation (excluding non-habitable garages) not less than one (1) foot above the
average of the highest elevation of the street abutting the subject property.
Exemptions to this requirement may occur only where an undue hardship due to the
terrain of the land exists and is supported by adequate technical data provided by a
registered professional engineer and approved by the County Engineer or his
designee. or stormwater management improvements are provided. and the
improvements are approved by the County Engineer. The following minimum
criteria may be used in granting an exemption by the County Engineer or designee:

1. The building minimum proposed finished floor elevation is at least one foot (1)
above the highest adjacent existing ground elevation and there will be positive
drainage from the lot without the potential for backup or flooding of the lot.

2. The structure(s) minimum finish floor elevation has previously been established by a
registered professional engineer and is illustrated on a County approved plat or
development plan.

B. If a structure is located within a flood zone area, as identified by the most recent
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). the most restrictive minimum finish floor
elevation shall rule.

C. So this minimum finish floor elevation requirement does not affect the building or

structure height in Walton County per Section 5.00.06. E the methodology for
measurement for building or structure height shall be as follows:

Building or structure height in Walton County is the vertical distance or
measurement from the minimum finish floor elevation requirement per Section
5.00.10, or minimum finish floor elevation established whichever is less, to the
highest point at the top of the building or structure or the highest point of the coping
of a flat roof, the deck line of a mansard roof, or the mean height level between eaves
and ridge for gable, hip. domed. curved. and gambrel roofs. Building or structure
features such as chimney height as required by the Florida Building Code shall not
be included in the methodology for measurement for building or structure height.




5.01.00. LANDSCAPING

5.01.01. General Provisions.

A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to protect the quality of water resources from
future degradation by maintaining vegetative cover and controlling disturbances to
vegetation, to encourage the selection of native plant species for vegetation, to reduce the
impact of urban and suburban development on remaining stands of natural vegetation, to
provide shade, to reduce heat and glare, to abate noise pollution, to provide habitat for
living things, and to buffer incompatible uses.

B. Exemptions. Lots or parcels of land on which a single-family home or duplex is used
as a residence shall be exempt from the provisions of these landscaping regulations. This
exemption shall not be construed to apply to residential subdivisions or other residential
developments that require site plan approval.

C. Landscape Material. Diversity of plantings should be strived for in all required
landscape plantings, and in no case should one species constitute more than 50 percent of
a planting.

D. Prohibited Plants. The following plants shall not be installed as landscape material:
1. Kudzu (Pueraria lobata).

2. Popcorn or Chinese Tallow Tree (Sapium Sebiferum).

5.01.02. Landscaped Buffers.

A. Purpose and Intent. This Section requires landscaped buffers to be provided and
maintained when certain land uses are adjacent to or directly across from each other in
order to protect uses from the traffic, noise, glare, trash, vibration and odor likely to be
associated with a more intensive land use. Landscaped buffers are also required to
conserve the values of land and buildings and to provide adequate light and air. The
width of the buffer and the required plantings within the buffer vary depending upon the
relative intensities of the abutting or adjacent uses.

B. How to Determine Landscaped Buffer Location. Landscaped buffers shall be located
at the perimeter of the development site for any given use, and shall not be located in any
portion of a public right-of-way.

C. Minimum Width of Buffer Required Between Uses.

(1) Between adjacent residential land uses, the buffer shall be at least ten feet in width.
The ten foot buffer must contain, at a minimum, three Canopy trees, eight Shrubs, and
two Understory trees per each 100 feet.

(2) Between residential and commercial land uses, the buffer shall be at least 20 feet in
width. The 20 foot buffer must contain, at a minimum, four Canopy trees, 16 Shrubs, and
three Understory trees per each 100 feet.



(3) Between industrial and any other land use, the buffer shall be at least 25 feet in
width. The 25 foot buffer must contain at a minimum, five Canopy Trees, 20 Shrubs, and
four Understory trees.

D. Landscaped Buffer Design and Material.

1. Existing Native Plant Material Encouraged. The use of existing native species of
plant material is strongly encouraged in landscaped buffers. Existing natural ground
cover should be retained where possible by avoiding scraping, grading and sodding
within the landscaped buffer. Where the planting requirements require additional trees or
shrubs to be installed in an existing natural area, it should be done in a manner which
minimizes disturbances to native species.

2. Approved Plant Material. Where the planting requirements require additional trees to
be installed in the landscaped buffer, required shrubs, understory and canopy trees shall
either (a) be selected from the following lists of species or other shrubs, or (ii) be
varieties not on these lists but identified as native by a landscape architect or botanist and
approved by the Director of Planning and Zoning.

Shrubs:

Ligustrum (Ligustrum japonicum).

Azalea (Rhododendron indicum, Rhododendron simsii, Rhododendron obtusum).

Red top (Photinia glabra and Photinia fraseri).

Cleyera (Cleyera japonica).

Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana).**

Silverberry (Elaeagnus macrophylla).

English holly (Ilex aquifolium).

Chinese juniper (Juniperus chinensis).

Savin juniper (Juniperus sabina).

Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus scopulorum).

Sea myrtle (Baccharis halmifolia). **

Thorny elaeagnus (Elaeagnus pungens).**

m. Spanish bayonet (Yucca aloifolia).**

n. Adams needle (Yucca smalliana).**

Understory Trees:

Bottlebrush (Callistemon citrinus).**

Cat claw (Pithecellobium unguis-cati).**

Chaste [tree] (Vitex agnus-castus).**

Crabapple (Malus angustifolia).

Crape myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica).

Devil's walkingstick (Aralia spinosa).

Dogwood (Cornus florida).

Fringe tree (Chionanthus virginicus).

Fringe tree, Chinese (Chionanthus retusa).

Goldenrain tree (Koelreuteria elegans).
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k. Hawthorn (Crataegus spp.).

1. Holly, Dahoon (Ilex cassine).*

m. Hop-hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana).

n. Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana).

0. Loquat (Eriobotrya japonica).

p. Magnolia, oriental (Magnolia spp.).*

q. Mimosa (Albizia julibrissin).

r. Pear, Bradford (Pyrus calleryana Bradford).

s. Plum, American (Prunus americana).

t. Plum, wild (P. angustifolia).

u. Redbud (Cercis canadensis).

v. Rusty blackhawk (Viburnum rufidulum).

w. Smooth redbay (Persea borbonia).*

X. Sparkleberry tree (Vaccinium arboreum).

y. Yaupon (Ilex vomitoria).**

Canopy Trees:

Ash, white (local) (Fraxinum americana).*
Birch, river (Betula nigra).*

Basswood (Tilia caroliniana).*

Catalpa, southern (Catalpa bignonoides).*
Cedar, Atlantic white (Chamaecyparis thyoides).
Cherry laurel (Prunus caroliniana).*

Cottonwood (Populus deltoides).*

Cypress, pond (Taxodium ascendens).*

Elm, winged (Ulmus alata).*

Florida elm (Ulmus americana floridana).*
Hickory (Carya spp.).*

Live oak (Quercus virginiana).* **

m. Loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus).

n. Maple, Florida (Acer barbatum floridanum).*

0. Mulberry, red (Morus rubra).

p. Myrtle oak (Quercus myrtifolia).* **

q. Palm, cabbage (Sabal palmetto).**
r
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Palm, pindo (Butia capitata).
. Pecan (Carya illinoensis).*

Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana).
Pine, longleaf (Pinus palustris).
Pine, sand (Pinus clausa).**

w. Pine, spruce (Pinus glabra).

X. Red maple (Acer rubrum).*

y. Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora).* **



z. Southern red cedar (Juniperus silicicola).* **

aa. Sweetbay (Magnolia virginiana).*

bb. Sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua).*

cc. Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis).*

dd. Tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipifera).

ee. Tupelo, water (Nyssa aquatica).

ff. Walnut, black (Juglans nigra).*

gg. Waxmyrtle (Myrica cerifera).® **

* Shade trees.

** Salt tolerant trees and shrubs.

E. Landscape Buffer Requirements within Mixed-use Development. Where a building
site is used for a single mixed-use development, landscaped buffers shall not be required
between the various constituent uses. Landscaped buffers required at the perimeter of the
development shall be based upon the individual uses on each portion of the property.

F. Parking Lot Landscaping. Perimeter plantings required for parking lot landscaping
pursuant to this Code may be counted toward satisfying buffer requirements.

G. Use of Landscaped Buffers.

l. Open Space. Landscaped buffers may be counted toward satisfying open space
requirements, and may be used for passive recreation. They may contain pedestrian or
bike trails, provided that the total width of the buffer yard is maintained. In no event,
however, shall the following uses be permitted in landscaped buffers: playfields, stables,
swimming pools, tennis courts, parking lots and vehicular use areas, dumpsters,
equipment storage and other open storage, buildings or overhangs.

2. Stormwater Retention/Detention Facilities. The Director of Planning and Zoning
shall be authorized to allow stormwater retention/detention facilities to encroach into
landscaped buffers a maximum of 40 percent of buffer width, where it is found that all
planting requirements of this section are met and the visual screen provided by the
landscaped buffer will be fully achieved.

H. Silviculture Buffers.

1. Buffer Required. There is hereby established a 25-foot-wide silviculture buffer along
all state and County rights-of-way.

2. Design Criteria. Within this buffer area, silvicultural activity shall be limited to the
extent that a maximum of 50 percent of the planted or naturally occurring pine trees may
be harvested from any existing stand or future planted stand.

. Agricultural Buffers.

1. Purpose. It is the County's specific intention to ensure compatibility of adjacent
agricultural and non-agricultural land uses and protection of the health, safety and
welfare of the residents engaged in each of these uses.

2. Buffers Required. The County hereby creates a required buffer area between these
two uses wherever they are proposed as adjacent uses in the future. A buffer must be
established between any new subdivision and active agricultural lands adjacent to such



subdivision. Similarly, a buffer must be established between any new agricultural use and
any existing subdivision adjacent to the agricultural use.

3. Functional Criteria. In order for the required buffering to be approved as effective, it
must serve the following functions:

a. The screening of each land use, one from the other;

b. The protection of the affected residential land uses from normal agricultural
operations that may create nuisances and other adverse impacts, such as odors, noise,
smoke, vibration, chemical spray, glare, or dust;

c. The protection of the affected agricultural land from intrusive activities of residential
land uses, such as trespass, pets, vehicles, and noise; and

d. The minimization or elimination of any incompatibility between the uses so that the
uses may be considered compatible and so that the long term continuance of both uses is
not threatened by the negative impacts of adjacent land uses upon each other.

4. Design Criteria. All required buffer areas shall comply with the following design
criteria in order to be presumed in compliance with the functional criteria provided in
Subsection 3 above:

a. Buffers shall be a landscaped strip along parcel boundaries and shall serve as an
attractive boundary of the parcel or land use and shall include landscaping and site
barriers.

b. Buffers shall be at least 50 feet in width; however, during the site plan approval
process the County may require buffers larger than the minimum established in this
policy, if deemed necessary to ensure the compatibility of adjacent land uses.

J. Resource Protection Buffers.

. Purpose. The purpose of the buffer is to protect natural resources from the activities
and impacts of development.

2. Buffers Required. Buffer requirements are established for the following
environmentally sensitive resource areas in the cited sections of Chapter IV of this Code:
a. Wetland Protection Zone - Section 4.01.02.

b. Shoreline Protection Zone - Section 4.03.02.

c. Coastal Dune Lake Protection Zone - Section 4.02.03.

d. Coastal Protection Zone - Section 4.02.02.

3. Functional Criteria. The buffer areas required for the areas specified above should
function to:

a. Provide protection to the natural resources from intrusive activities and impacts of
development such as trespassing, pets, vehicles, noise, lights, and stormwater runoff.

b. Minimize the negative impacts of the uses upon each other or, preferably, to eliminate
by the buffer such that the long-term existence and viability of the natural resources,
including wildlife populations, are not threatened by such impacts and activities. Any
incompatibility between the uses is eliminated and the uses may be considered
compatible.



4. Design Criteria. All required buffer areas shall comply with the following design
criteria in order to be presumed in compliance with the functional criteria provided in
Subsection 3 above:

a. Buffers shall primarily include native species plant material, preferably xeriscape in
nature, that is "wildlife friendly."

b. Buffers shall not include noxious or invasive exotic vegetation or trees.

c. The buffer may be a landscaped natural barrier, a natural barrier or a landscaped or
natural barrier supplemented with fencing or other man-made barriers, so long as the
function of the buffer and intent of this policy is fulfilled.

d. Buffers shall emphasize vegetation that will serve as a habitat component for species
likely to use the area.

K. Maintenance of Landscaped Buffer Areas. The maintenance of all landscaped
buffers shall be the responsibility of the property owner. Failure to maintain such
landscaped buffers in an attractive and healthy state shall be considered a violation of this
chapter subject to enforcement in accordance with Chapter XII of this Code.

5.01.03. Landscaping of Vehicular Use Areas.

A. Applicability.

. North Walton County. The requirements of this section shall apply to offstreet
parking facilities and other vehicular use areas in North Walton County that:

a. Have 40 or more parking spaces; or

b. Are designed to accommodate vehicles that are larger or smaller than automobiles
and are over 20,000 square feet in area.

2. South Walton County. The requirements of this section shall apply to offstreet
parking facilities and other vehicular use areas in South Walton County that:

a. Have ten or more parking spaces; or

b. Are designed to accommodate vehicles that are larger or smaller than automobiles
and are over 3,500 square feet in area.

B. Perimeter Requirements. A ten-foot-wide strip of land, located along the front
property line adjacent to the street right-of-way shall be landscaped. In no case shall this
strip be less than ten feet wide. Width of sidewalks shall not be included within the ten-
foot-wide front perimeter landscape area.

1. Landscaped material requirements in perimeter area.

a. One tree for each 25 feet of linear foot frontage along the right-of-way shall be
preserved or planted. Trees planted to meet this requirement shall measure a minimum of
three inches in diameter at breast height. The remaining area within the perimeter strip
shall be landscaped with other landscape materials.

b. Trees and other landscaping required in the perimeter strip shall be maintained to
assure unobstructed visibility between three and nine feet above the average grade of the
adjacent street and the driveway intersections through the perimeter strip.

C. Interior Planting Areas.



1. At least ten percent of the gross area of the interior vehicular use area shall be
landscaped. Interior planting areas are to be located within or adjacent to the parking area
as tree islands, at the end of parking bays, inside seven-foot-wide or greater medians, or
between rows of cars or as part of continuous street or transitional protective yards.
Interior planting areas shall be located to most effectively accommodate stormwater
runoff and provide shade in large expanses of paving and contribute to orderly circulation
of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

2. No more than ten parking spaces shall be permitted in a continuous row without being
interrupted by an interior planting area. The interior planting area shall include one shade
tree. Required trees shall be selected from the designated shade trees on the understory
and canopy tree lists (5.01.02.C.2) and shall be at least eight feet in height and two inches
in diameter at breast height.

3. Minimum size of interior planting areas.

a. A minimum of 90 square feet of planting area shall be required for each new small
shade tree.

b. A minimum of 125 square feet of planting area shall be required for each medium or
large shade tree.

4. A minimum planting area of 50 percent of the drip line area of the tree shall be
required for all existing trees. If conditions warrant that an area greater than 50 percent is
needed to preserve the tree, additional areas may be negotiated between the applicant and
the County.

5. In no case shall the minimum planting area be less than 90 square feet.

5.01.04. XERISCAPING.

A. Purpose and Intent.

In an effort to meet the water needs of Walton County in a manner that will ensure
adequate and dependable supplies of water, it is the intent of this section that xeriscaping
be an essential part of water conservation planning and regulation in Walton County.
"Xeriscaping" means quality landscapes that conserve water, protect the environment, are
adapted to local conditions, and utilize drought-tolerant appropriate plants. The principles
of xeriscape include planning and design, appropriate choice of plants, soil analysis,
which may include the use of solid waste compost, functional use of turf, efficient
irrigation, re-use of water, appropriate use of mulches, and proper maintenance.

(I)  The purpose of requiring xeriscaping is to further minimize impacts of
development county-wide, with greater restrictions within the Water Resource Caution
Area (WRCA) attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein.

(2) Xeriscape irrigation standards set forth herein are designed to conserve local
water supplies and minimize adverse effects on Walton County’s natural systems and
plant communities.

(3) This section establishes xeriscape standards and requires the use of water efficient
landscaping practices. Water efficient landscape standards promote efficient water use,



minimize polluted runoff, and utilize water, re-use conservation components and
equipment.  Fire adapted planting should also be considered in water efficient
landscaping practices.

(4) Landscaping plans which do not meet the provisions of this ordinance will not be
approved.

(5) Drought-tolerant plants not specifically listed in Waterwise Florida Landscapes
may be submitted to Walton County for consideration and approval by NWFWMD staff.
Materials may be placed on right of ways when approved by the public works
department.

(6) Whenever a system utilizing reclaimed water is in place and available users must
access and utilize that system.

B. Exemptions.

(1) Lots on which a single-family home or duplex is already constructed and
approved for occupancy are exempt from the provisions of these landscaping regulations
unless they are redeveloped or lose their status as a nonconforming use or structure. This
exemption shall not be construed to apply to new or redeveloped residential subdivisions
or other residential developments that require site plan approval. Any new development
or redevelopment of any residential use is subject to the requirements adopted herein.

(2) The use of hand watering and portable sprinklers are exempt from these
provisions;

(3)  Specialized athletic fields such as baseball fields are exempt from these
provisions;

The remainder of the grounds, other than the fields, however, shall comply with the
requirements of this ordinance. The specialized fields, while, exempt, are encouraged to
utilize water saving turf and irrigation systems as outlined in Section 5.01.04 (G) (J) of
this Ordinance.

(4) Areas of Walton County designated Agriculture or Silviculture by the Department
of Revenue Code assigned by the Walton County Property Appraisers’ office are exempt
from these provisions;

(5) Non-irrigated areas are exempt from these provisions.

C. Definitions.
For the purpose of this ordinance, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section.

Automatic Controller. A mechanical or electronic timer, capable of operating valve
stations to set the days and length of of a water application.

Drought Resistant/Tolerant. A plant which requires low amounts of water to survive.
Emitter. Devices which are used to control the application of irrigation water. This term
is primarily used to refer to the low flow rate devices used in microirrigation systems.



Landscape. The development and decorative planting of gardens, yards, grounds, parks,
and other planned green outdoor spaces.

Native Vegetation.. Any plant species with a geographic distribution native to all, or part,
of Walton County.

Plant Communities. A natural association of plants that are dominated by one or more
prominent species, or a physical attribute.

Rain Sensor Device. A low voltage electrical or mechanical component placed in the
circuitry of an automatic lawn irrigation system which is designed to turn off a sprinkler
controller when precipitation has reached a pre-set quantity.

Redevelopment. When a lot or parcel of land is split, has a change in future land use or
change in intensity or density of use affecting previously approved site or landscape plans
or is rebuilt after being more than 50% destroyed or demolitioned.

Runoff. Water which is not absorbed by the soil or landscape to which it is applied and
flows from the area.

Site Plant. A selection of plant material that is particularly well suited to withstand the
physical growing conditions that are normal for a specific location.

Soil Texture. The classification of soil based on the percentage of sand, silt, and clay in
the soil.

Turf and/or Turfgrass. Continuous plant coverage grass species suited to growth in
Walton County.

Water Use Rate. The rate at which a plant will use water for plant systems and protection
from solar radiation. Water use rates are measured in relation to climate conditions.

D. Landscape Requirements.

(1 Seventy-five percent (75%) of any landscaping within a site plan shall be native
plants or plants listed as xeriscape species.

(2) Allowable xeriscape species are those listed in the book Waterwise Florida
landscapes , Florida’s Water Management Districts (2001), attached as Exhibit C and
incorporated herein. Plants and materials shall be selected from the appropriate zones (8a
and 8b) and plant communities available for Walton County.

(3) Any new development or redevelopment of any residential use is subject to the
requirements adopted herein.

E. Prohibited Plants.

The placement or use of non-native noxious invasive plants is prohibited (FL.62C-
52.001). For the purposes of this section, this means those plants listed in Section
369.25(2), F.S., and the memorandum of agreement with the Division of State Lands and
Rule 62C-20, F.A.C., and the “prohibited” species listed in the Institute of Food and
Agriculture Science-Univ. of FL ( IFAS) invasive plant list, the Florida Exotic Pest Plant
Council list of applicable plant communities located within Walton County list, and the
list of prohibited exotic, invasive and noxious plants found in Exhibit B. All existing site



environmental assessments shall identify prohibited plants, exotic species of plants and
trees and landscape plans shall provide for the removal of these when they exist prior to
development of the site and throughout the development process. Fill material shall be
inspected to insure that invasive or noxious species are not introduced by contaminated
soil or otherwise.

Palm trees must not exceed more than 25% of the landscape plan, with the exception of
Saw Palmetto, Scrub Palmetto, and Cabbage Palm, which are native Walton County
drought tolerant species.

F. Xeriscape plan. Applications for development approval shall be accompanied by a
landscape plan which includes xeriscaping in compliance with this ordinance, including
drawings of landscaped areas required by the Walton County Land Development Code.
Such drawings shall be of sufficient size and detail to allow adequate review and shall be
prepared by a landscape architect or other person authorized pursuant to Chapter. 481,
Part II, Florida Statutes. Landscaping plans shall expire at the time of the development
order’s expiration. Once expired, the plans must be resubmitted in full. Landscaping
plans and drawings shall include the following information.

(1) Date, scale, north arrow, title, project name, owner's name, and the preparer's
name.

(2) Site boundaries and dimensions, location and names of adjacent streets, location
of driveways, and location of underground utilities.

(3) Location of visibility triangles (if applicable).

(4) Natural features such as ponds, streams, shorelines, wetlands, etc., each named
accordingly and specifically noted as to the type of water body, the name of record if
applicable, and whether it is located within the WRCA.

(5) The natural topography of the land, including natural drainage features.

(6) The location of all proposed buildings, stormwater retention ponds, parking areas,
islands, and medians.

(7) A landscape materials schedule showing the location, species, height and spacing
of landscaping materials, an identification of (a) the xeriscape species, (b) any non-
xeriscape species, (c) natural vegetation being preserved on site and (d), the location,
functional use and type of any turf grass being utilized. The correlation of the location of
plants shall conform to the General Provisions and Design Standards of Section 5.01.04
(I) of this Ordinance to promote the water conservation principal that grouped plants
should have similar water requirements.

9) An environmental assessment which shall identify the prohibited plants and
trees on the site and shall provide a plan for the removal of such plants and trees, and;
(10) A maintenance schedule and procedure in accordance with Section 5.01.04 (K) of
this Ordinance.

G. Required Water Efficient landscaping.






