Ordinance Number 2019-@@

AN ORDINANCE OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE WALTON COUNTY
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; SUBSTANTIVELY AMENDING CHAPTER 5 PERTAINING TO
DEVELOPMENT, DESIGN AND IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS; PROVIDING FOR
CONSISTENCY WITH THE ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, delegated
the responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to promote the public
health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners wishes to update the Land Development Code
providing for consistency with the updated Comprehensive Plan and to provide for internal consistency
and other policy related changes; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, the Walton County Planning
Commission and Board of County Commissioners have held public hearings with due public notice and
received public comments concerning the subject of amending the Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, after due public notice having been proivded, the Walton County Planning
Commission held a public hearing on May 10, 2018 and the Walton County Board of County
Commissioners held public hearings on December 11, 2018 and March, 12 2019 to consider the
proposed amendment included herein, in accordiance with Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes.

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners considered all oral and written
comments received during such public hearings, including the data and analyses provided for this
amendment, the recommendations of the Planning Commision; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County,
Florida, as follows:

SECTION I. PURPOSE AND INTENT.

This Ordinance is hereby enacted to carry out the purpose and intent of, and exercise the authority set
out in, the Local Governemnt Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act, Chapter
163, Part Il, Florida Statutes, as amended.

SECTION Il. Chapter 5 of the Walton County Land Development Code is amended as provided for in
ATTACHMENT A (new language).

SECTION III. CONFLICT.
Those portions of ordinances, whose subject matter is in Land Development Code, which are in
conflict, are hereby repealed.

SECTION IV.  SEVERABILITY.
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In the event that any portions of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional
by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and
independent provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this

ordinance.

SECTION V. CODIFICATION.
Chapter 5 of the Land Development Code, shall be codified as indicated in Section 2 above.

SECTION VIl.  EFFECTIVE DATE.
This ordinance shall become effective when filed with the Secretary of State.

Passed and duly adopted, by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida on

the 12" day of March, 2019.
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CHAPTER M-5. DEVELOPMENT DESIGN AND IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS
5.00.00. GENERAL PROVISIONS
5.00.01. Purpose and Intent.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide site design and improvement standards applicable to all
development activity in the County. The provisions are intended to ensure functional and attractive
development. The standards allow for flexibility in site design, while ensuring compatibility of

ndscaped buffers.-Al-developmentshall-be-desigred

neighboring uses through design features such as la i

5.00.02. Minimum Lot Area Requirements.
A. Requirements for all dDevelopments.

All developments shall have a total land area sufficient to meet all development design standards in this
eCode including, but not limited to, land required to provide for all setbacks, buffers, stormwater
management, off-street parking and circulation, utilities and infrastructure, protection of

environmentally sensitive lands, landscaping, open space,greenway-cerridors—recreational-areas and

any other provisions which may require land area to be set aside.

B. Requirements for Residential Development with Central Water and Sewer Services.

There is no minimum lot area for individual lots within a residential development that will be served by
both a central water and central sewer system, provided that all of the following requirements are met:

1. The land area for the total project is sufficient to meet standards of this eCode as stated in
paragraph (A) of this section.
2. Residential density of the area shall not exceed that the maximum densities specified in Chapter

2 (Zoning Districts) and those maximum densities found within the Walton County
Comprehensive Plan.

3. Land within the boundaries of a subdivision era-Neighberheed-Plan; exclusive of individual lots
to be conveyed in fee simple ownership, shall be owned and/or controlled and maintained

through a condominium association, property owners' association, or other similar private legal
entity, or may be conveyed to governmental or public not-for-profit organizations for the same
purpose. Recordable instruments providing for these common-ownership lands shall be
submitted for review with the application for development plan review.

C. Specific Requirements for Areas-Witheut Developments without Central Ytitities Water and Sewer
Services.

All proposed development in areas that will not be served by central water and central sewer shall
comply with the minimum lot sizes established by the Florida Department of Health ard-Rehabilitative
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ServicesRule-10D-6; Chapter 64E-6, F.A.C. Residential-density-of the-area-shall-not-exceed-thatspecified
in-the Walton.C c hensivePlan.

5.00.03. Building Setback Requirements.

A. Fhefollowing sSetback requirements shall apply to all structures erected on property situated in
unincorporated areas of Walton County, Florida as specified in the Table 5-1 below:

Table 5-1: Building Setback Requirements

Structure Front (3) | Side (3) Rear (3)
Single-family Residential 20 feet 7.5 feet (4) 15 feet

Single Use Multi-family Residential (1-3 Stories) 20 feet 10 feet (1)(2) | 20 feet (1)(2)

Single Use Multi-family Residential (4 Stories or
| More)

20 feet 15 feet (1)(2) | 20 feet (1)(2)

1

[~

|w

>

All other primary structures (commercial, civic,
industrial etc.) 25 feet 15 feet (1)(2) | 20 feet (1)(2)

Within the South Walton Planning Area, increase the abutting setback line(s) for single use

non-residential uses and single use multi-family residential uses adjacent to existing single
family residential uses by an additional one-half (1/2) foot for each one (1) foot increase in

building height above thirty-six {36) feet. This provision shall not apply internally to mixed
use developments having a common plan of design.

Within the South Central, North Central, and North Walton Planning Areas, increase the
abutting setback line(s) for single use non-residential uses and single use multi-family
residential (greater than four units) uses adjacent to existing single family residential uses by
an additional one-half {1/2) foot for each one (1) foot increase in building height above fifty

50) feet. This provision shall not apply internally to mixed use developments having a
common plan of design.

Where the landscaped buffer or scenic corridor requirements required by Subsections
5.01.02 and Chapter 6 of this Code the Land Development Code exceed the required

setbacks established above, those requirements shall control. New residential lots abutting
dedicated preservation areas such as wetlands or natural communities averaging at at least

10 feet in depth along the lot line may eliminate building setbacks beyond 5 feet for side
and rear yards provided the preservation or wetland area is not included within the lot.

All nonconforming, undeveloped residential lots less than or equal to 10,000 square feet in

size, platted or unplatted prior to June 1975, may be developed with a minimum five-foot
side setback if not otherwise indicated on the recorded plat.
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B. Methodology for Determination of Setback Requirements.

1. All setbacks referred to in this Chapter and elsewhere in the Land Development Code will be
measured from the nearest lot line to the closest vertical improvement on the subject
parcel.

2 Accessory structures and buildings as defined in Chapter 2 of the Land Development Code

are subject to the same setback requirements as the primary structure including, but not

limited to, both in ground and above ground swimming pools, hot tubs and similar

structures, and any decks or surrounding improvements associated with such accessory

structures.

a. Except that, non-elevated accessory structures such as walkways and at-grade patios or
decking installed at a height of less than 6 inches from grade shall be allowed to

encroach into the setback area.

b. Except that, decks and patios less than two feet (2') above finished grade on all sides

may be placed within building setbacks provided they are not located within four feet

(4’) of any property line.

|

Cantilevered features and roof overhangs are also subject to setback requirements, except
the feature or roof overhang may extend a maximum of 18 inches into the setback if they
are at least eight feet above ground level.
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4. Mechanical equipment (HVAC condensers, pool pumps and filtration systems or water
softeners) and stairs may encroach into side or rear setbacks only provided they are not
located within 3 feet (3’) of any property line.

5:06-06 5.00.04 Height Limitation, Exceptions, Exemptions, and Measurement Methodology for
Building or Structure Height.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this eCode, no man-made buildings or structures higher than
heights established in the following height limitations for Walton County shall be permitted in
unincorporated areas of Walton County unless otherwise provided for inSection{C}-Exceptionsor
Section{b}-Exemptiens herein.

A- Height Limitations in the South Walton Planning Area €ewhty

1. Ne-buildinzse eo-Gi e parmittedto-oxceed-HH OHectvholmatfor stnalefon

ermuti-familyresidentialuses: No buildings or structures higher than fifty (50) feet shall be
permitted south of Choctawhatchee Bay and the Intracoastal Waterway unless further
restricted as follows:

fAe No buildings or structures shall be permitted to exceed forty (40) feet in height in
GraytenBeach within the Grayton Beach Neighborhood Plan Area (See Map 5-1 for

Grayton Beach Neighborhood Plan Boundaries).

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design and Improvement Standards
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: ; re No buildings or
structures shall be permitted to exceed thlrty -two (32) feet in height within the Point
Washington Neighborhood Plan Area (See Map 5-1 for Point Washington Neighborhood
Plan Boundaries).

c. 5:The Inlet Beach Fraditional Neighborhood Plan (Appendix NP-7) -B-efthe \Walton
County Comprehensive-Plan provides for limits on height by use. vareus-buildingstories

B. Height Limitations within the South Central, North Central and North Walton Planning Areas Ceunty
shall be as follows:

1. Buildings-erstructuresfor sSingle-family attached and single family detached ewmuti-family
residential uses may be permatted up to a maximum of fifty (50) feet in height meeting-building

2 Bmng&e%%es—ﬁewagle—fam#y—e;mMultu fam|ly residential uses may be permitted up

to a maximum of seventy—flve (75) feet in height en—&et—s-er—pa;e&swheh—eawaeem%eéa%e—a
. d ~except if further limited

in Section C below within the Eglin Air Force Base Military Influence Area. Buildings or structures
adjacent to or within % mile radius of a municipal boundary must be compatible in scale and
character to buildings or structures located in the municipality.

3. Buildingserstructuresfor eCommercial or institutional uses may be permitted up to a maximum
of seventy-five (75) feet in height meeting buildingsetbacksas-providedforinsection 50003
Building-Setback-Reguirements except if further limited in Section C below within the Eglin Air

Force Base Military Influence Area. Buildings or structures adjacent to or within % mile radius of

mae an a - - ahaiah

a municipal boundary must be compatible in scale and character to buildings or structures
located in the municipality.

4. Bw@ngs—epstmetmes-femlndustnai uses may be permltted up to a maximum of one hundred
(100) feet in height meeti j
Reguirements-except if further limited in Section C below within the Eglln Air Force Base
Military Influence Area. Buildings or structures adjacent to or within % mile radius of a municipal
boundary must be compatible in scale and character to buildings or structures located in the
municipality.

C. Height limitations within the Eglin Air Force Base Military Influence Overlay District MIOD) are as
follows and shown on Map 5-2.

Structures, facilities, and antennas within the Eglin Air Force Base MIOD shall be permitted up to the

following maximum heights:

Fifty (50) feet within the Impulse Area

Fifty {50) feet within the Critical Approach 1
Fifty {50) feet within the Critical Approach 2
Seventy-five (75) feet within MTR 1

i O A
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5. One hundred-fifty (150) feet within MTR 2

Transmission facilities {poles and lines) and communication towers maintained and/or operated by an
electric utility or by Walton County may exceed these height limitations based on compliance with the
following:

1. If the total height is less than 200 feet and is in compliance with Federal Aviation
Administration requirements and regulations and Section 5.07.10 of the Land Development

2. Code;

3. A determination of “No Hazard to Aviation” from the Federal Aviation Administration is

obtained and submitted as part of the application for development approval or issuance of a
permit for these facilities; and

4, Development Plans are submitted to Eglin Air Force Base for review and comment prior to
acquiring a building permit or other required approval from Walton County.

Amateur radio antennas that conform with Federal Communication regulations and are exempt from
requirements of this Land Development Code regarding placement, screening, and height, pursuant to
Florida Statutes Section 125.561.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter S: Development, Design and Improvement Standards
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Figure 5-2: Eglin Air Force Base
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& D. Height Exceptions in Walton County

Height exceptions to the height limitations stipulated above, may apply to the following, contingent on
review and approval, on a case by case basis, by the Board of County Commissioners. The case by case
review and approval by the Board of County Commissioners for height exception is required for major or
minor projects, and where applicable, review and approval by the Design Review Board:

Church steeples and spires.
Aircraft radio towers and navigational aids.
Private solar energy facilities or windmills.

Publicl-owned-civic-buildings-erstruetures Public and private utilities, civic uses, and public
uses related to public safety and welfare.

-l ol |

5. Commercial or industrial buildings or structures that are part of an economic development
project located in north Walton County as recommended by the Economic Development
Alliance.

6. 7 Height exceptions provided for in Section 6.11.06. 43-02.03 {6} Architecture, Height of
Buildings for the U.S. 98 and U.S. 331 Scenic Corridors, provide that cupolas, towers, spires, etc. are
allowed and may extend twenty (20) feet above roof lines or allowable height, but they shall be
non-leasable and non-habitable.

Bl B T —"

1-8. Height exemptions are exemptions provided for by state or federal laws and administrative codes.
In instances where this éCode may conflict with federal or state laws and codes; federal or state laws
and codes shall govern. Examples of exemptions are: a) Bonafide agricultural non-residential farm
buildings or structures on farms utilized for agricultural operations; b} Amateur radio antennas; c) Utility
distribution, transmission and generation facilities; and d) Developments that area vested as to building

heights. previded-in-AppendicA.

E. Methodology for Measurement for Building or Structure Height

Building or structure height in-Seuth-er-Neorth-\Walten-County is the vertical distance or measurement

from the average elevation of the existing natural ground beneath the footprint of the building or
structure to the highest point at the top of the building or structure or the highest point of the coping of
a flat roof, the deck line of a mansard roof, or the mean height level between eaves and ridge for gable,
hip, domed, curved, and gambrel roofs. Building or structure features such as chimney height as
required by the Florida Building Code shall not be included in the methodology for measurement for
building or structure height.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design and Improvement Standards
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5-00-08:5.00.05. General Clustering Policy in all Districts.

Histheintention-ofthe County-to-encourage £The clustering of development units is encouraged on any
development parcel for the purposes of avoiding environmentally sensitive areas, creating open space
and greenway areas, and encouraging efficient infrastructure design.

A. The technigue of clustering involves allowing development on the most suitable parts of a

contiguous development site while avoiding environmentally sensitive areas of the site. In order
for clustering to be allowed, the following criteria must be met:

1. The resource to be protected must be clearly identified and delineated.

2. Density shall be clustered on the upland or non-environmentally sensitive
portion(s) of the proposed development site while avoiding the
environmentally sensitive area.

3. Limit the disturbance of the natural topography by requiring that structures
and roads be designed to maintain the natural topography to the maximum
extent feasible.

Figure: 5.1 Example of Clustering Residential Development

::___\_,

c
N
L

5.00.09, 5.00.06. Methodology for Determination of Allowable Residential Density.

A. The maximum allowable base residential density for any specific assembled contiguous development
site or parcel of property shall be determined-calculated by determining the tetalretdevelopable gross
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acreage of the site and multiplying the amount of acreage ineachland-usecategory represented on the
site by the maximum residential density provided in this Chapter 2 for each eftheseland-use zoning
districts.

B. The specific flood protection or hazard Zones described in Seetien- Chapter 4 of this Code may
further limit allowable density and/or intensity aHew-fercertain-densityvaluesto-betransferred-from

acreag j j o = evelopableupland-erless-hazardousareas-en-thesite-Refer to
the Subsectionof Chapter B4 4 and Section 5.00.07 below efthisCode which creates these Zzones to
determine what, if any density value may be transferred.

a¥a a a con nad-in-thao fatal =

C. The wetlands protection zones described in Section 4.01.00 of the Land Development Code may limit

the allowable density and/or allow for certain density values to be transferred from the acreage

contained in these zones to developable upland areas on the site. Refer to Chapter 4 of this the Land

Development Code which creates the wetlands protection zones to determine what, if any density value

may be transferred.

D. Pursuant to Florida Statutes §163.3179, property subdivided for the use of an immediate family
member (grandparent, parent, stepparent, adopted parent, sibling, child, stepchild, adopted child, or
grandchild of the person who conveyed the parcel to said individual) may be permitted as an exception
to the density provisions contained in this Land Development Code with the exception of lots in platted

subdivisions. Such family member may be permitted to develop a single family residence on a smaller lot

provided that any such development must be consistent with the other provisions of the Land

Development Code, including concurrency requirements in Chapter 3. This exception shall apply only

once to any such family member.

5.00.07 General Development in Flood Zones.

A. Calculation of Flood Plain Density and Intensity. For the purpose of limiting new development within

areas of special flood hazard concern, the following limitations within flood prone areas apply:

1. Regardless of the density values established in Chapter 2 of the Land Development Code,
and except as otherwise provided herein, development within lands that are designated by
FEMA as with in a V or VE flood zone shall have a gross density of one (1) dwelling unit per
twenty (20) acres, or one (1) unit per forty (40) acres for property designated within the
Large Scale Agriculture (LSA) Zoning District.

2. Residential density may be transferred from the regulated special flood hazard areas of the

property to those areas on the property at the underlying land use density not within the

regulated special flood hazard area.

Gulf front properties designated V or VE and located seaward of the CCCL may develop at

two (2) dwelling units per acre or at the underlying density if development is transferred out

of the regulated special flood hazard area.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design and Improvement Standards
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B. Development of properties that contain FEMA designated flood zone A or AE may occur at the density

of the land-use zoning district in which the property is located, provided, however, that the developer
must:

1. Cluster development, to the greatest extent practical, on the areas of the site not within the
A or AE flood zone;

2. Protect the areas of the A or AE zone that are not impacted by recording permanent
development restrictions on the approved site plan or final plat, whichever is applicable;

3. For development that does occur within the A or AE flood zone, the developer shall meet
the established criteria for building within that flood zone, including the requirements of the
Walton County Comprehensive Plan;

4, Limit fill to facilitate the infrastructure requirements necessary for the development,
including roadways, as necessary, not to exceed an average of one (1) foot (1’) over the

development site;
S. Provide hydrologically equivalent storage volume at a ratio of 1 to 1 or greater for the fill

volume proposed within the regulated special flood hazard area;

6. Construct the foundations of all residences and associated accessory structures utilizing one

of the following methods:

a. Open elevated foundations utilizing piers or pilings

b. Stemwall foundations with crawl spaces with hydrostatic flood openings that meet the
minimum requirements of FEMA and the Walton County flood protection regulations.

¢. Exceptions: Accessory structures less than 200 square feet and attached garages

7. Construct non-residential structures in accordance with FEMA construction guidelines and

minimize fill to an average of one (1) foot (1') over the development site. The applicant shall
submit a topographical survey and engineering calculations demonstrating that the
development meets the fill limitation.

C. In order to discourage filling in any A or AE flood zone, if a developer proposes to fill an A or AE flood
zone (other than for infrastructure as provided in (B) 4. above) to remove it from the regulated area of
special flood hazard through FEMA'’s conditional letter of map revision based on fill (CLOMR-F) process
or the letter of map revision based on fill (LOMR-F), the allowable density for the filled portion shall be
one (1) dwelling unit per 20 acres, fill shall be limited to an average of one foot (1’) over the
development site, and the developer must provide hydrologically equivalent storage volume at a ratio of
1 to 1 or greater for the fill proposed. To the extent the A or AE flood zones are avoided, other than for
infrastructure as provided in paragraph (B) 4 above, the developer shall be entitled to receive the
underlying density of the land-use district in which the property is located, which shall be clustered on
the upland portions of the property.

5.680,10 5.00.08 Minimum Finish Floor Elevation Requirement

This section applies to the design of all new development or redevelopment on all residential or
commercial structures after the effective date of this ordinance. Once a Finished Floor Elevation (FFE) is

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design and Iimprovement Standards



[— [ —— ——

Page 13 of 127

approved by a Development Order (DO) or Building Permit Review (BPR) it shall be considered final and
not subject to change except that a margin of error during construction of +/- 6-inches will be tolerated.
This section will not and is intended not to make existing residential or commercial structures
nonconforming.

A. No residential or commercial structure shall be constructed with the lowest floor elevation (excluding
non-habitable garages) not less than one (1) foot above the average of the highest elevation of the
street abutting the subject property. Except that, Residential structures located on lots that are 4 acres
or greater are exempt from this requirement provided that:

1. The proposed structure is setback at least 100-feet from the property line abutting the road;
and

The minimum proposed finished floor elevation is least one foot (1') above the highest
adjacent existing ground elevation or any applicable established base flood elevation
whichever is greater; and

3. Positive drainage may be achieved without the potential for back up or flooding.

Other Eexemptions to these requirements may occur only where an undue hardship due to the terrain
of the land exists (manmade hardship, like design error, construction error, etc. does not qualify) and is
supported by adequate technical data provided by a Florida licensed registered-prefessienal civil
engineer and approved by the County Engineer or his designee, or stormwater management
improvements are provided, and the improvements are approved by the County Engineer. Please

request a submittal checklist prior to submitting this request. The following minimum criteria may shall
be used in granting an exemption by the County Engineer or designee:

1. Onlots north of the Choctawhatchee Bay there will be positive drainage from the lot without
the potential for backup or flooding of the lot, adjacent lots, and structures. Buildings with an
FFE less than one foot (1) above the highest adjacent existing ground elevation may be subject
to additional requirements and will require additional engineering review and a pre-approval
from the building department.

2. 1-0nlots south of the Choctawhatchee Bay the building minimum proposed finished floor

elevation is at least one foot (1') above the highest adjacent existing ground elevation and there
will be positive drainage from the lot without the potential for backup or flooding of the lot,
adjacent lots, and structures.

B. If a structure is located within a flood zone area, as identified by the most recent Flood Insurance Rate
Map (FIRM), the most restrictive minimum finish floor elevation shall rule.

C. So this minimum finish floor elevation requirement does not affect the building or structure height in
Walton County per Section 5.00.86;-€ 04, the methodology for measurement for building or structure
height shall be as follows:

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design and Improvement Standards
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Building or structure height in Walton County is the vertical distance or measurement from the
minimum finish floor elevation requirement per Section 5.00.2808, or minimum finish floor elevation
established elsewhere in this Code (flood zone related) or by design, whichever is less, to the highest
point at the top of the building or structure or the highest point of the coping of a flat roof, the deck line
of a mansard roof, or the mean height level between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, domed, curved, and
gambrel roofs. Building or structure features such as chimney height as required by the Florida Building
Code shall not be included in the methodology for measurement for building or structure height.

{Ord—No-2015-30,5-2,-12-8-15}

5.01.00. LANDSCAPING

5.01.01. General Provisions.

A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to protect the quality of water resources from future
degradation by maintaining vegetative cover and controlling disturbances to vegetation, to
encourage the selection of native plant species for vegetation, to reduce the impact of urban
and suburban development on remaining stands of natural vegetation, to provide shade, to
reduce heat and glare, to abate noise pollution, to provide habitat for living things, and to buffer
incompatible uses.

B. Exemptions. Lots or parcels of land on which a single-family home or duplex is used as a
residence shall be exempt from the provisions of these landscaping regulations. This exemption
shall not be construed to apply to residential subdivisions or other residential developments

that require site-plan-approvala development order.

C. Landscape Material. Diversity of plantings should be strived for in all required landscape
plantings, and in no case should one species constitute more than 50 percent of a planting
landscape plan. Seventy-five percent (75%) of any plant material within a landscape plan shall
be native plants. Palm trees must not exceed more than 25% of the landscape plan, with the
exception of Saw Palmetto, Scrub Palmetto, and Cabbage Palm, which are native Walton County
drought tolerant species.

D. Prohibited Plants. The placement or use of non-native noxious, invasive plants is prohibited.
Prohibited plants are defined as those prohibited exotic, invasive and noxious plants as

identified by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council and published on their Invasive Plant Species
List, or otherwise prohibited by UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants.

1. All existing site environmental assessments shall identify prohibited plants, exotic species of

plants and trees and landscape plans shall provide for the removal of these in landscaped
areas when they exist prior to development of the site and throughout the development

process.

E. Any part of the development site which has been disturbed and is not required for natural areas
preservation, buildings, structures, private residential yards, loading and vehicular access ways,
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streets, parking and utility areas, pedestrian walks and hard-surfaced activity areas shall be
landscaped.

All landscaped areas shall be finished with a natural topping material that may include, but is
not limited to, the following: groundcover planting, hydroseed, or mulch (organic or inorganic)
of at least two (2) inches in depth.

Minimum Size of Plant Materials. All newly planted landscape material to meet the
reguirements of this Land Development Code shall conform to the latest version of the
American Standard Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1). Unless otherwise specified in the Land

Development Code, the following minimum size requirements apply to all planted material:

Canopy trees (Type 1 and Type 2 Shade Trees) shall be a minimum of 3 inches
caliper.

Evergreen canopy trees shall be a minimum height of 8 ft.

Under story trees shall be a minimum of # 15 container class.

All shrubs and accent plants shall be a minimum of # 3 container class.

=
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All groundcover plants shall be a minimum of #1 container class.

Understory trees or shrubs shall be substituted for canopy trees when conflicts with overhead

utility lines occur.

Earth berms shall have adequate plant material and groundcover treatment to prevent erosion.

Street Frontages in South Walton County, South Central Walton County and North Central
Walton County. All street frontages along streets classified as collector or higher and contiguous

with the proposed development or; located within the interior of the proposed development
and not used for street pavement, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, or driveways shall be landscaped as

provided below:

1. The installation of street trees (canopy unless prohibited by overhead utilities), shrubs,
and vegetative ground cover shall be required for projects at a minimum of one (1) tree

preserved or planted for every twenty-five (25) feet of street frontage, and vegetative

ground cover or other landscape materials.

2. The required plantings shall be located within the street frontage area and within a
minimum ten (10) foot wide planted area, and shall be designed and located to enhance
the proposed development project and the streetscape.

B Such planting requirements shall be in addition to the landscape requirements found

elsewhere in this Section. All additional plantings in excess of the requirement may be
used to satisfy the on-site landscaping or buffering requirements.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design and Improvement Stanc
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4. Trees and other landscaping required within the street frontage area shall be
maintained to assure unobstructed visibility between three (3) and nine (9) feet above

the average grade of the adjacent street and the driveway intersections.
5. Additional landscaping within the street rights-of-way may be required by the County.

5.01.02. Landscaping Requirements for Vehicular Use Areas.

A. The requirements of this section shall apply to off street parking facilities and other vehicular use
areas in North Walton Planning Area that have 40 or more parking spaces; or are designed to

accommodate vehicles that are larger or smaller than automobiles and are over 20,000 square feet in
area.

B. The requirements of this section shall apply to off-street parking facilities and other vehicular use

areas in the South Walton County, South Central Walton County and North Central Walton Planning
Areas that have ten or more parking spaces.

1. Surface Parking. A minimum of ten percent (10%) of parking lot areas, shall be

landscaped. Interior planting areas are to be located within or adjacent to the parking
area as tree islands, at the end of parking isles, inside seven foot wide or greater
medians, or between rows of cars or as part of continuous street or transitional
protective yards. Interior planting areas shall be located to most effectively

accommodate stormwater runoff and provide shade in large expanses of paving and
contribute to orderly circulation of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

2. Parking Space islands
a. One (1) parking lot island with raised concrete curbing shall be provided

for every ten (10) parking spaces. In addition, landscape islands shall be
provided at the end of each parking row.

b. Landscape islands shall be a minimum of seven (7) feet in width as
measured from the back of curb and shall equal the length of the parking
stall(s}. The landscape island shall contain one (1) canopy tree and three
(3) shrubs.

C. Shrubs within a landscape island or median shall be maintained to a
maximum height of three (3) feet, and all trees at maturity within such

planters shall maintain a minimum clearance of six (6) feet from the
lowest branch to the adjacent grade elevation.

3. Parking Row Medians for Large Parking Areas over 200 Spaces.
a. Every sixth row of parking spaces shall be separated by a landscaped
median measuring a minimum of seven (7) feet wide (inside of curb to
inside of curb) running the length of the parking row. Pedestrian
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walkways, four (4) feet in width, may be provided inside the curb, running
the length of the parking row and meandering around the trees.
Bioretention or other stormwater facilities are also permitted within this
median.

b. An alternative to the requirements of this Section may be approved by the
Director of Planning provided the intent of the landscape median is
satisfied.

4. Multi-level Parking Structures

a. For projects that utilize multiple level parking structures, a minimum ten
(10) foot wide landscape area shall be located around the perimeter of

the structure. The landscape area provided at the perimeter of multiple
level parking structures shall contain one (1) tree and three (3) shrubs for
every 20 feet of the structure perimeter.

b. For projects that utilize both surface and multi-level parking structures
the required parking area landscape shall be the combined requirements
of this Section.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5; Development, Design and Improvement Standards
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Figure 5-3 Sample Vehicular Use Landscape Area
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5.01.03 Drainage Facilities Landscaping. Drainage facilities shall be completely landscaped with
plantings and ground surface materials. Such landscaping shall provide for erosion protection while
allowing for the efficient utilization of the site.

5.01.04. Building Foundation Landscaping. Single Use Non-residential and multi-family residential
buildings shall include a landscape foundation planter with a minimum width of five (5) feet between
the building and parking lot and along any facade fronting a public street.
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A. This foundation planter area shall comprise a minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the facade(s)
length. A deviation or alternative to this requirement may be considered by the Director of
Planning and Development Services.

B. Building foundation planter areas shall include one (1) shrub for every five (5) linear feet. All
plantings within building foundation planter areas may be used to satisfy the landscape
requirements found elsewhere in this Section.

C. A deviation or alternative to this requirement, including but not limited to, raised planters with
seat walls, decorative planter boxes, potted trees / shrubs, may be considered by the Director of
Planning and Development Services provided the intent of the building foundation planter is

Figure 5-4: Sample Building foundation Landscape Area

1 Parking Area, Typ.
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Multi-Family
Building

Landscape Foundation
Planting Area
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Public Road - ROW Varies

FOUNDATION PLANTING (not to scale)
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5.01.05 Drive-through services. Drive-through windows and stacking lanes shall be screened from

adjacent properties and public thoroughfares with a five (5) foot wide landscape island. Screening shall
be a minimum of three (3) feet in height. The screen shall be located on the outside of the drive-through
lane and shall screen gueuing automobiles from any adjacent use.

5.01.06 Xeriscape. In an effort to meet the water needs of Walton County in a manner that will ensure

adequate and dependable supplies of water, it is the intent of this Section that Xeriscaping be an
essential part of water conservation planning and regulation in Walton County and be an essential

component of any approved landscape plan.

"Xeriscaping” means quality landscapes that conserve water, protect the environment, are adapted to
local conditions, and utilize drought-tolerant appropriate plants. The principles of xeriscape include
planning and design, appropriate choice of plants, soil analysis, which may include the use of solid waste
compost, functional use of turf, efficient irrigation, re-use of water, appropriate use of mulches, and
proper maintenance.

A. Whenever a system utilizing reclaimed water is in place and available users must access
and utilize that system.

Plant material not listed on the Approved Plant List, but listed in Waterwise Florida
Landscapes (current edition) may be submitted on a code minimum landscape plan, but
must be notated as such on the landscape plan.

|®
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Moisture-sensor and/or rain shut-off switch equipment shall be required on automatic
irrigation systems to avoid irrigation during periods of sufficient rainfall. Said equipment
shall consist of an automatic mechanical or electronic sensing device or switch that will
override the irrigation cycle of the sprinkler system when adequate rainfall has
occurred. The use of low volume emitters or target irrigation is required for trees,

shrubs, and ground covers to minimize irrigation overthrow onto impervious surfaces.
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5.01.06. Approved Tree and Plant List

The materials listed below have been approved for inclusion in code minimum landscape plans and

landscaped buffers submitted as part of a development order. Unless specified, all species include

cultivars of that species. Cultivars shall meet the minimum size requirements for the designated
category. Additional materials shall be accepted on a case-by-case basis.

1. Canopy trees are expected to reach a height of 40 feet or greater at maturity and produce
significant shade. Understory trees are small to medium sized trees that reach a height of 15

feet to 40 feet at maturity.

2. Specific trees are allowed to be used as canopy trees adjacent to vehicular use areas and street

trees. These trees have been identified with an asterisk (*).

3. Plants identified with a plus sign (+) have demonstrated moderate salt tolerance and may be
appropriate for locations at the back of dunes where salt spray is less frequent. Plants for sandy
beach and dune planting should be both drought and salt tolerant.
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