
ORDINANCE 2020- 09 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA, RECOGNIZING A NATIONAL, 
STATE, AND LOCAL STATE OF EMERGENCY DUE TO COVID-19 
(NOVEL CORONAVIRUS DISEASE); CLOSING BEACHES 
WITHIN WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND PROVIDING AN END DATE. 

WHEREAS, Nove l Corona virus Disease 20 19 (COYID- 19) is a severe acute respiratory 
ill ness that can spread among humans through respiratory transmission and other potential 
methods, and presents symptoms similar to those of influenza; 

WHEREAS, in December of 20 19, a new and substantia l outbreak of COY ID- 19 emerged 
in Wuhan, China, and has since spread rapid ly throughout the world, includ ing the United States, 
and more specifically Walton County and other Counties in the State of Florida; 

WHEREAS, on March 11 , 2020, the World Health Organ ization (WHO) declared 
COVID-1 9 a pandem ic; 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has issued guidelines 
to prevent the spread of COY ID- 19; 

WHEREAS, a Nati ona l State of Emergency was declared by the President of the Un ited 
States on March 13, 2020; 

WHEREAS, a State of Emergency for the State of Florida was declared by the Governor 
by Executi ve Order 20-5 1 (March I , 2020), 20-5 1 (March 9, 2020), and 20-68 (March 17, 2020), 
authorizing in accordance with Section 252.38, Florida Statutes, each political subd ivision within 
the State to "waive the procedures and formalities otherwise required of the political subdivision 
by law pertain ing to ... [the] (p )erformance of public work and taking whatever prudent action to 
ensure the hea lth, sa fety, and welfare of the communi ty ; 

WHEREAS, on April I, 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order 20-9 1 which ordered 
all persons in Florida to li mit the ir movements and persona l in teractions outside of their home to 
on ly those necessary to obtain or prov ide essential services or conduct essential activities; 

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of Coun ty Commissioners declared a Local State 
of Emergency on March 16, 2020, which was ex tended on March 24, 2020 and March 31, 2020; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 125.66(3), Florida Statutes, the Board o f County 
Commissioners may declare an emergency ex ists and that immediate enactment of an Emergency 
Ordinance is necessa ry; 

WHEREAS, on March 19, 2020, the Walton County Board of Coun ty Commissioners 
adopted Emergency Ordinance 2020-08 which closed the beaches in Walton County to the public; 
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WHEREAS , th e Walton County Board of County Commiss ioners, the Walton Coun ty 
Sheriffs Office, the South Walton Fire District, and the Walton County Tourist Deve lopment 
Council Staff have continued to see widespread use of the beach on privately owned beach front 
property; 

WHEREAS , the Walton Coun ty Tourist Development Council Staff has noticed a trend 
whereby owner occupancy o f rental units has substantially increased in the last two weeks, thereby 
contributing to a growing number of non-residents entering Walton County despite a dec line in 
tourism and a state-wide ban on short term rentals; 

WHEREAS, it is necessary fo r Walton Coun ty to focus its limited resources on enforcing 
Executive Order 20-91 and continuing to police activity on the beach diverts scarce enforcement 
resources that are needed in other locations in Walton County; 

WHEREAS, th e Walton County Board of County Commiss ioners declares that an 
emergency continues to ex ist due to crowds on th e beaches of Walton Coun ty, that such crowding 
is li kely to lead to the spread of COV lD-1 9, and that immediate enactment o f an Emergency 
Ordinance temporarily c losing all beaches in Walton County, whether public or private, is 
necessary to prevent the spread of COV ID-1 9; 

WHEREAS, the Walton Coun ty Board of County Commissioners expressly dec lares that 
the temporary c losure of beaches due to the public hea lth emergency ari sing from the COY! D-19 
pandemic shall not be construed as an abandonment of the public's right to use the dry sand areas 
of the beaches; 

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of Coun ty Commiss ioners fi nds it necessary to 
amend and extend Emergency Ordinance 2020-08 as fo llows 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commiss ioners of 
Wa lton County, Florida, that Emergency Ordinance 2020-08 is amended as fo ll ows: 

I. All beaches within Walton Coun ty, Florida, are temporarily CLOSED to the publi c. 

2. It shall be unlawful for members of the publicany person to enter upon or remain ante 
ft€€es-5 the beaches within Wa lton Coun ty. 

3. Beach shall have the same de finition as contained in Chapter 22, Walton County 
Waterways and Beach Acti vities Ordinance. Wo rds not defined in thi s Ordinance shall 
be given the ir common and ordinary meaning. 

4. A violati on of this Ordinance shall constitute a criminal o ffense and shall be punishable 
as prov ided in Section 252.50 Florida Statutes. 

5. If any portion o f this Ordinance is determined by any Court to be in va lid , the inva lid 
portion shall be stricken, and such striking shall not affect the va lidi ty of the remainder 
of this Ordinance. If any Court determines that this Ordinance, or any porti on hereof, 
cannot be lega lly applied lo any individual(s), group(s), entity(ies), property(ies), or 
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circumstance(s ), such determination shall not affect the app I icab i lity hereof to any 
other indi vidual, group, entity, property, or c ircumstance. 

6. This Ordinance sha ll become effective immediate ly and shall be in effect for thirty (30) 
aaysuntil April 30, 2020, unless extended by the Walton County Board of Cou nty 
Comm iss ioners. 

PASSED AND DULY ADJ)PTED it emergency sess ion by the Walton County Board of 
County Comm iss ioners, this ~ day of , 2020. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Attest: ,,,1111111111,11,,,1 OF -aW ALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

~,,,,,, COMM 11111
1/. c ,/' :\~ ........ Js& % ~-~ -- ·-~~ 

~ . ( \\ ( ~<:y-· ·- ~~ 
Q,.L a A>--, LS:::r\c '&--QL(.) _-' _··.i"1"~ ~=-.:.__-:..........i.---- --*-----~c __ _ 

Alex Alford, C lerk of Cour~ : SEAL ~ "Bill" Cha an, Chair 
and County Comptro ller it··.. _:'S:ff 

%"0;;.. .--~# 
~ 'V c.v· • • ... "c.. (::,"~ 

~I//// • lJr,JT'{ I '\" ';.,,,,,"­

////IJ/f / 1111111\\\\\~ 

Page 3 of3 


