ORDINANCE 2021- 57—

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA;
AMENDING ORDINANCE 1990-15 AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE
KNOWN AS THE WALTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN;
AMENDING THE TEXT OF HOUSING ELEMENT POLICIES H-1.1.7, H-
1.2.5, H-1.2.6, H-1.2.11, AND H-1.2.12 TO INCLUDE ALL AFFORDABLE
HOUSING INCOME LEVELS, TO CREATE CONSISTENCY WITH FLORIDA
STATUTES, AND TO ALLOW FOR REDUCED REVIEW PROCEDURES FOR
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS, PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR LIBERAL INTERPRETATION;
PROVIDING FOR MODIFICATIONS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida Statutes,
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote
the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes requires Comprehensive Plans to include a
Housing Element addressing the Walton County housing stock availability and affordability; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Comprehensive Plan currently addresses affordable
housing; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Planning Commission conducted a public hearing, with due
public notice having been provided, on the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments on
August 12, 2021 and the Walton County Board of County Commissioners held a public hearing
on August 26, 2021 to consider the adoption of the proposed amendment to its Comprehensive
Plan; and

WHEREAS, after due public notice having been provided, the Walton County Board of
County Commissioners held a public hearing on the night of November 9, 2021 to consider the
adoption of the proposed amendment to its Comprehensive Plan, in accordance with Section
163.3184, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners considered all oral and
written comments received during such public hearings, including the date and analyses provided
for this amendment, the recommendations of the Planning Commission; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton
County, Florida, that:

SECTION I. PURPOSE AND INTENT.



This Ordinance is hereby enacted to carry out the purpose and intent of, and to exercise the
authority set out in the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development
Regulations Act, Chapter 163, Part Il, Florida Statutes, as amended.

SECTION Il. TEXT AMENDMENTS.

The Board of County Commissioners hereby adopts the following text amendments to the
Comprehensive Plan which will be updated consistent with the action of the Board of County
Commissioners as set forth in this Ordinance:

Policy H-1.1.7: The County shall support economic solutions to affordable housing, such as
establishing job training and job creation programs to assist extremely low, very low, low- and
moderate-income households, to include workforce housing. The County shall investigate and
support grant funding for the development of such programs if determined to be beneficial.

Policy H-1.2.5: To the extent feasible, Walton County shall expedite the approval process for
affordable housing projects by granting them priority in the review process. This may include
reduced review procedures for development projects that provide only affordable housing

units. Walton County shall prepare and produce a project approval process flow chart to
expedite development activities and set an approximate time-frame for completion of approval
process for all projects designed to provide affordable housing for extremely low, very-low, low,
and moderate income persons, including workforce housing;. Walton County shall also grant
priority to development projects providing housing for the elderly, the mentally or physically

handicapped and/or the disabledandlarge-households.

Policy H-1.2.6: Walton County will shall distribute publicly assisted housing equitably
throughout Walton County to provide a wide variety of neighborhood settings for extremely
low, very low, low, and moderate income persons, including workforce housing, and to avoid
undue concentration in any neighborhood.

Policy H-1.2.11: Walton County shall establish a Workforce Housing Program to allow new
residential developments the opportunity to provide housing units for lower income
households, as a means to meet the county’s affordable housing needs and to disperse that
needed housing throughout the unincorporated county. This program shall be based on
incentives to developers whose developments meet certain criteria. To be eligible for
incentives, Workforce Housing developments must include, but are not limited to, the following
criteria:
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3. Affordable housing units that are co-located with market-priced units must be
integrated within the project and meet overall compatibility standards;

4. Rental unit and resale unit affordability controls shall be guaranteed for a period of
10 years for ownership units and 20 years for rental units;

5. Affordable housing projects as defined in this section may be located in any land-use
categery residential Zoning District except: Residential Preservation (RP), Estate

Residential (ER), Rural Residential (RR), Large Scale Agriculture (LSA), Conservation
Residential (CR 2/1,1 /2.5, and 1/10), and General Agriculture (GA).

Developer incentives may include one or more of the following as determined by the Planning
and Development Services Division:

6. An expedited permit review and/or site plan approval process including engineering,
development review, and platting procedures;

7. Density bonuses of up to 100% of the permitted density may be allowed based on
the project’s location, and infrastructure availability. existing-afferdable-housingin
the-areaandland-usecompatibility. Permitted density bonuses shall be set in the

land development code for each category.

Policy H-1.2.12: Walton County may apply for and use federal, state or local funding for site
acquisition and improvement for extremely low, very low, low, and moderate income housing,
to include workforce housing and infrastructure needed to accommodate said housing.

SECTION Ill. CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES OR CODES.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances of the Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida, in
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION IV. SEVERAVBILITY.

If any provision of this Ordinance is held to be illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the other provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION V. SCRIVENER’S ERRORS.

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida and it is
hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the



Comprehensive Plan of Walton County, Florida and to that end, the sections of this ordinance
may be renumbered or re-lettered and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section” or
“article” or other appropriate designation. Additionally, corrections of typographical errors
which do not affect the intent of this Ordinance may be authorized by the County Attorney
without public hearing, by filing a corrected or re-codified copy with the Clerk of Courts.

SECTION VI. ORDINANCE TO BE LIBERALLY CONSTRUED.

This ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes hereof
which are deemed not to adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare.

SECTION VII. MODIFICATIONS.

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, that the
provisions of this ordinance may be modified as a result of considerations that may arise during
a public hearing. Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version of the ordinance
adopted by the Board.

SECTION VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The effective date shall be as provided by law.

Duly enacted by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, at a regularly
ey
scheduled public hearing on the tzi*w day of! Zm JE -ﬁ@fﬂi . 2021.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
/
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