ORDINANCE 2022-__0;7

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE 2011-01 THEREBY
REVISING CHAPTER 20, TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES, IN ITS ENTIRETY;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Walton County has previously adopted Ordinance 2011-01, on February 8,
2011 establishing Chapter 20 related to Traffic and Motor Vehicles, and;

WHEREAS, the County determines that it is in the best interests of the public to revise
that Chapter in its entirety, and;

WHEREAS, the County has further determined and desires to establish proactive
enforcement of certain violations of that Chapter in a limited geographic area, and;

WHEREAS, the limited geographic area is an initial approach to issues the County and
public face in those areas, and further due to the presently limited amount of personnel to
address these issues, but may be expanded in the future, and;

WHEREAS, the County has determined that Chapter 20 related to these issues should be
repealed and replaced with the following language contained herein. All provisions of Ordinance
2021-09 shall remain in effect.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Article I. The foregoing whereas clauses are hereby adopted as findings of fact.

Article Il. Chapter 20, Traffic and Motor Vehicles shall now read as follows, with any
numerical or heading information to be conformed at time of codification:

Chapter 20 TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL

Sec. 20-1. Enforcement officers.

The Sheriff, his deputies and any designated parking enforcement specialist as provided
by Florida Law, are hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter. Additionally,

Walton County Code Compliance Parking Enforcement Specialists (CCPES) are hereby created, so
designated, and in addition to being authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter are
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specially authorized to proactively enforce the provisions of this chapter along CR 30A, CR 393,
CR 83, CR 283, CR 395, Scenic Gulf Drive, and Inlet Beach roads south of US Highway 98, together
with and including all beach access parking areas.

Sec. 20-2. Operation of motor vehicles on posted property.

No person, firm, corporation, joint venture, partnership, or other legal entity shall operate
any motor vehicle in, on, or over any public land, right-of-way, or recreational area in the county,
unless the same shall have been issued a permit by the governing body of the county or is clearly
designated for vehicular traffic.

Sec. 20-3. Emergency preemption equipped traffic signals.

(1) Use limited to emergency vehicles. Use of preemption equipment shall be limited
to emergency vehicles owned and operated by the county, the sheriff, the municipalities, and the
fire districts. Use by private citizens is prohibited.

(2) Penalty. Violations of subsection (1) of this section are punishable pursuant to F.S.
§ 125.69. Violations of county ordinances shall be prosecuted in the same manner as
misdemeanors are prosecuted. Such violations shall be prosecuted in the name of the state in a
court having jurisdiction of misdemeanors by the prosecuting attorney thereof and upon
conviction shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment or by both such
fine and imprisonment.

Sec. 20-4. All terrain vehicle regulations.

(1) Definitions.

All terrain vehicle means any motorized off-highway vehicle 50 inches or less in width,
having a dry weight of 600 pounds or less, traveling on three or more low-pressure tires, designed
for operator use only with no passengers, having a seat or saddle designed to be straddled by the
operator, and having handlebars for steering control.

County roadway means that portion of a county highway improved, designed or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel, including right-of-way.

County street or highway means the entire width between the boundary lines of every
county right-of-way of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public
for purpose of vehicular traffic. This includes the right-of-way.

(2) Except as stated in subsection (4) of this section, it shall be unlawful for any person
to operate an all terrain vehicle on any county roadway, county street, county highway, or public
beaches.

(3) It shall be unlawful for any person to ride upon an all terrain vehicle in excess of
the manufacturer's seating capacity.
(4) An all terrain vehicle having four wheels may be used by law enforcement officers,

county, municipality and fire district employees or county approved contractors on public
beaches for the purpose of enforcing state laws and county ordinances and may be used by law
enforcement officers, county, municipality and fire district employees or county approved
contractors in the performance of their duties.



(5) Penalty. Any person violating any provision of this section shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor of the second degree.

Sec. 20-5. ATVs prohibited on unpaved roads.

The county is exempt from the provisions of F.S. § 316.2123, which allows ATVs to be
operated during the daytime on unpaved roadways where the posted speed limit is less than 35
miles per hour by a licensed driver or by a minor under the supervision of a licensed driver. ATVs
are defined in accordance within F.S. § 317.0003. ATVs may not be operated during anytime of
day or night on an unpaved roadway within the county.

Secs. 20-6—20-9. Reserved.
ARTICLE Il. STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING
DIVISION 1. GENERAL

Sec. 20-10. Parking vehicle for sale prohibited.

No person shall park a vehicle on a street, roadway, or county right-of-way for the sole
purpose of displaying such vehicle for sale. Vehicles in violation of this section shall be removed
in accordance with F.S. § 316.1951 and associated administrative rule.

Sec. 20-11. Parking on lawns, pathways, in front of driveways, on private property and
in certain rights-of-way.

(1) No vehicle shall be permitted to park on public building lawns, or in front of, or so
as to block entrances, driveways, or visibility into public or private property from streets,
avenues, highways or boulevards.

(2) No vehicle shall be permitted to park in any private alley, drive, driveway or on
other privately owned property without the permission or consent of the owners of such private
alley, drive, driveway or property.

(3) Temporary parking for construction vehicles, South Walton County only.

As part of a major development plan submittal for development of over 20 single family
lots, 30 multi-family units or 5,000 square feet, a parking plan for construction vehicles shall be
submitted with the development application. Parking alternatives such as remote parking, on-
site or other means may be proposed for approval during the review process. However, this
provision does not apply to the construction of individual single-family homes. "Construction
vehicles" shall be defined as any vehicle belonging to any vendor, supplier, contractor, builder, or
worker.

Signage must be placed at both ends of a construction zone within view of traffic. Along
any right-of-way or private street abutting the site of the construction activity, signage must
indicate "construction zone ahead" and remain in place for the duration or the construction
activity. Loading or unloading activity shall be conducted outside the county right-of-way unless



proper Temporary Traffic Control (TTC) measures have been implemented. No private
construction materials or roll-off containers shall be allowed within the county right-of-way.

It shall be incumbent upon the owner, developer and/or contractor to provide parking on
the construction site or utilize a temporary remote parking area. Such temporary remote parking
area may be an existing approved parking lot of a business or multifamily development, or an
existing cleared lot or parcel in a commercial or multifamily residential area. In the case of an
existing cleared lot or parcel, at a minimum, the parking and vehicle use areas shall be graded
and graveled and shall be subject to the storm water retention requirements of the Land
Development Code.

In all cases, the owner, developer and contractor shall obtain written permission from the
owner of the land where the temporary remote parking area is located and maintain a copy of
the written permission at the construction site at all times the remote parking area is utilized.
The owner of a parcel used for temporary parking may require the temporary parking area to be
restored to its original condition prior to its use as a temporary parking area.

Any disturbed right-of-way shall be restored to its pre-existing condition, including paving,
slope and percolation rate, sodding and shall be approved by the county engineer.

Upon inspection by appropriate county staff, any off-site infrastructure, including
roadways, bike paths, sidewalks, drainage structures, signage and vegetation, damaged as a
result of construction activities shall be restored to original condition by the
owner/developer/contractor prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. Assessment of
damage repair and restoration shall be performed by the county engineer, or his/her designee.

Sec. 20-12. Regulation of parking for persons with disabilities.

(1) Marking of parking spaces. All parking spaces which are required by law to be
specially designed and marked motor vehicle parking spaces for the exclusive use of those
persons who are physically disabled who have been issued an exemption entitlement parking
permit pursuant to F.S. § 316.1958 or § 320.0848, shall be prominently outlined with blue paint
and shall be posted with a permanent above-grade sign of a color and design in accordance with
F.S. §§316.1955 and 553.5041 and approved by the state department of transportation, bearing
the international symbol of accessibility and the caption "PARKING BY DISABLED PERMIT ONLY."
Such a sign erected after October 1, 1996, must indicate the penalty for use of the space. The
sign must also indicate "unauthorized vehicles may be towed at owners' expense." Any violation
of this section may not be dismissed for failure of the marking on the parking space to comply
with the above requirements if the space is in general compliance and is clearly distinguishable
as a designated accessible parking space for persons who are disabled. Only a warning may be
issued for unlawfully parking in a space designated for persons with disabilities if there is no
above-grade sign as provided in F.S. § 553.5041.

(2) Permit required. It shall be unlawful for any person to stop, stand, or park a vehicle
within any parking space which is designated as parking for persons who are disabled, parking by
disabled permit only, or parking for persons who are disabled pursuant to F.S. § 316.1955, unless
such vehicle displays a parking permit issued pursuant to F.S. § 316.1958 or § 320.0848 or a



license plate issued under F.S. § 320.084, § 320.0842, § 320.0843 or § 320.0845, and such vehicle
is transporting a person eligible for the parking permit.

(3) Momentary parking. Any person who is chauffeuring a person who has a disability
is allowed, without need for a disabled parking permit or a special license plate, to stand
momentarily in any such parking space, for the purpose of loading or unloading the person who
has a disahility. A penalty may not be imposed upon the driver for such momentary standing.

(4) Penalties.

(a) Any vehicle parked in a properly designated parking space for persons who are
disabled in violation of F.S. § 316.1955, shall be fined in the amount of $250.00 for each such
occurrence payable to the clerk of court.

(b) A sign reading "$250 FINE" shall be attached to each permanent above-grade sign
indicating such restricted parking space; provided, however, the fact a space which is clearly
distinguishable as a designated accessible parking space for people who have disabilities is not
marked with a "$250 FINE" sign, whether due to full or partial absence, an inaccurate amount,
defacement, mutilation or otherwise, may not excuse a violation nor limit the fine set forth
above.

(c) Fines collected from violations of this section or F.S. § 316.1955(1) shall be
deposited in a separate county account to be used in the following manner:

1. One-third to be used to defray expenses for the administration of the collection
of fines.

2 Two-thirds to be used to provide funds to improve accessibility and equal
opportunity to qualified persons and to provide funds to conduct public awareness programs in
the county concerning persons who have disabilities.

(d) In addition to the fine set forth in subsection (a) of this section, whenever the sheriff
or his designee finds a vehicle in violation of this section, the sheriff or his designee may have the
unauthorized vehicle ticketed and removed or require the operator or person in charge thereof
immediately to remove the unauthorized vehicle from the parking space.

(5) Liens. Whenever any vehicle is removed under this section by the sheriff, or his
designated agent, to a storage lot, garage, or other safe parking space, the cost of such removal
and parking constitutes a lien against such vehicle as provided in F.S. § 316.1955.

(6) Exemption. Motor vehicle displaying a special license plate or parking permit
issued to a person who is disabled by any other state or district allowing such vehicle the special
parking privileges allowed in this section is exempted from the provisions of this section.

Sec. 20-13. Report of parking violations.

As an effort to decrease the number of parking violations occurring in the county each
year, the clerk of the county court shall provide the tax collector and the state department of
highway safety with a list of persons who have any outstanding violations of section 20-12 for
parking in spaces designated for the use by persons with disabilities or three or more unpaid
parking citations for violations of this chapter. No license plate or revalidation sticker shall be
issued by the tax collector until such registered owner presents a receipt from the clerk showing



that such parking fines have been paid or the person is removed from the list after an update by
the clerk.

Sec. 20-14. Responsibility of landowners.

(1) The landowner of any property in the county which leases, subleases, or contracts
out such property to any business venture, or which operates a business in the county shall
comply and shall require its tenants, subtenants and/or contractors to comply with any and all
statutes or parking ordinances enacted by the state or the board of county commissioners.

(2) Such landowner and its tenant, subtenant, and/or contractor shall provide in any
parking area owned or leased by them specially designed and marked parking spaces for the
exclusive use of disabled individuals.

(a) If parking spaces are to be provided for self-parking by employees or visitors, or
both, accessible spaces complying with ADA Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) 4.6 shall be
provided in each such parking area.

(b) Each such parking space shall be in accordance with the dimensions, markings,
and signage described in F.S. § 553.5041(5)(c)1, including appropriate access aisles.
(c) Each such space must be prominently outlined in blue paint and must be repainted

when necessary to be clearly distinguishable as a parking space for persons who have disabilities.
In the event a parking area is restriped, repainted or otherwise improved so as to necessitate a
site plan review of such improvements by the county, the landowner or other applicant shall pay
a $100.00 fee to the county for the cost of such review.

(d) The parking space must be posted with a permanent sign of a color and design
approved by the state department of transportation bearing the internationally accepted
wheelchair symbol and the caption "Parking by Disabled Permit Only" and an additional sign
indicating the $250.00 fine, as prescribed by F.S. § 553.5041(6). This sign is intended for
informational purposes.

(e) The number of accessible parking spaces must comply with the parking
requirements of ADAAG 4.1 and the number of parking spaces for persons who have disabilities
must be increased on the basis of demonstrated and documented need. The signs must be
repainted when necessary to be clearly distinguishable.

(3) Violation by a landowner, its tenant, subtenant, or contractor of this section shall be
punishable under Chapter 12 of the Walton County Land Development Code.

Sec. 20-15. Parking in front of a fire hydrant or fire lane prohibited.

No person shall park within 15 feet of any fire hydrant or in such a manner as to obscure
any fire hydrant or park within a fire lane designated pursuant to Chapter 18, NFPA 1, National
Fire Protection Association, as amended from time to time.

Sec. 20-16. Parallel parking and angle parking.
(1) Parallel parking.



(a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, every vehicle stopped or parked upon
a two-way roadway shall be so stopped or parked with the right-hand wheels parallel to and
within 12

inches of the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway;

(b) Every vehicle stopped or parked upon a one-way roadway shall be so stopped or
parked parallel to the curb or edge of the roadway, in the direction of authorized traffic
movement, with its right-hand wheels within 12 inches of the right-hand curb or edge of the
roadway, or its left wheels within 12 inches of the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway.

(2) Angle parking. Angle parking may be permitted on streets and/or roadways; provided
that a proper and documented traffic engineering study is performed, either by the public works
division, or by a private consultant and approved by the public works division.

Sec. 20-17. Parking vehicles with expired tags.

It shall be unlawful for any person to stop, stand or park any motor vehicle upon any
street, alley, sidewalk, sidewalk area, right-of-way, public park, county owned or operated
parking space, parking lot or other parking facility, any other property owned by the county or
any other public place (not privately owned), if such vehicle does not have attached thereto a
registration license plate and validation stickers for the current registration period in accordance
with the laws of the state.

Secs. 20-18, 20-19. Reserved.
DIVISION 2. PARKING REGULATIONS AND NO-PARKING ZONES

Sec. 20-20. Authority.

This division is enacted pursuant to F.S. Ch. 316, also known as the State Uniform Traffic
Control Law, which authorizes counties in the state to regulate the parking of vehicles and to
enforce regulations relating to disabled persons parking.

Sec. 20-21. Adoption of state law; violations generally.

(1) For the purpose of this division, the county hereby adopts the provisions of F.S.
§§ 316.1945—316.1967, inclusive, as its regulations pertaining to the parking of vehicles on
county owned or county-leased property, and pertaining to parking in spaces designated as
disabled persons parking. The provisions of F.S. §§ 316.1945—316.1967 are by reference
incorporated in this section and made a part hereof as if set out in full. Parking in violation of
these state statutes or any section of such statutes is a violation of this division.

(2) Additionally, it shall be a violation of this division for any person to stop, stand or
park a vehicle within any area, whether privately owned or publicly owned, where such area is
designated and/or set aside as a fire or emergency lane. Any such fire emergency lane shall be
posted with either a permanent above grade sign or permanent painted pavement markings in
red or yellow, indicating such area as a fire or emergency lane and that no parking is allowed.



Sec. 20-22. Designating no parking areas, limited time parking areas and parking meter

zones.

Notwithstanding section 20-21, the county administrator or his designee shall be
empowered to designate certain public areas within the unincorporated sections of the county
to be "no parking" areas, limited time parking areas, or parking meter zones. In determining the
necessity for the designation of an area, the county administrator or his designee shall evaluate
the safety hazard within a given area that public parking would pose to other vehicle or
pedestrian traffic, right-of-way damage or such other factors as the county administrator may
deem reasonably appropriate. However, this section shall not apply to law enforcement, fire or
ambulance, or county vehicles that are parked in furtherance of their public service
responsibilities.

Sec. 20-23. No parking areas.

Those areas designated as "no parking" areas shall be posted with "no parking" signs
spaced at such intervals as to place a motorist on notice of that area's designation. After a public
area has been designated and posted as a "no parking" area, no vehicle shall be permitted to park
therein. However, this section shall not apply to law enforcement, fire or ambulance, or county
vehicles that are parked in furtherance of their public service responsibilities.

Sec. 20-24. Limited time parking areas.

When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle
for longer than the time designated by such signs at any time between those hours so stated by
such signs.

Sec. 20-25. Parking meter zones.

(1) When parking meters are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall stop,
stand or park a vehicle in any metered parking zone for a period of time longer than designated
by such parking meters upon the deposit of a coin of United States currency of the designated
denomination.

(2) Every vehicle shall be parked wholly within the metered parking space for which
the meter shows parking privilege has been granted.
(3) It is a violation of this section for any person to deposit or attempt to deposit in

any parking meter anything other than a lawful coin of the United States, or any coin that is bent,
cut, torn, battered or otherwise misshapen. It is a violation of this section for any unauthorized
person to remove, deface, tamper with, open, willfully break, destroy, or damage any parking
meter, and no person shall willfully manipulate any parking meter in such a manner that the
indicator will fail to show the correct amount of unexpired time before a violation.

Sec. 20-26. Parking spaces marked.
(1) The county engineer, or his/her designee, shall clearly mark designated parking
spaces by placing lines upon the curbs and streets of the county. It shall be unlawful to park a



vehicle across a line or marking so that the vehicle is not entirely within the area for parking
designated by lines or markings.

(2) At each place where individual parking spaces are so marked off, each vehicle shall
be parked entirely within an individual parking space.
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle or allow any vehicle to be

parked in a manner that occupies more than one marked parking space, regardless of whether
that space is metered. A separate citation may be issued for each marked parking space, other
than the one parking space allowed under this section, which is either partially or wholly occupied
by any vehicle not parked in accordance with this section.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle or allow any vehicle to be
parked in a direction or manner that is in violation of, or contrary to, the requirements of this
section or posted signs regulating the direction of parked vehicles in marked spaces, regardless
of whether the spaces are metered. Vehicles shall be parked with the front end of the vehicle to
the curb, unless parallel parked or unless a posted sign requires the vehicle to be parked with the
rear-end of the vehicle to the curb.

(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to park or allow for more than one vehicle to
be parked in a parking space. However, two motorcycles or low speed vehicles (LSV) may occupy
the same parking space so long as all portions of the vehicles are within the designated space.

Sec. 20-27. Authorization to impound vehicles.

The sheriff shall be vested with the authority and duty to impound any unoccupied vehicle
parked in violation of this division or any other parking regulation of the county and to release
any such vehicle to the duly identified owner thereof, subject, however, to the payment of all
fines together with all storage, towing and other impounding charges; however the law
enforcement officers of the county shall follow the procedures outlined in section 20-44 below.

Secs. 20-28, 20-29. Reserved.
DIVISION 3. CITATIONS

Sec. 20-30. Enforcement procedures.

If the sheriff or CCPES discovers a vehicle parked in violation of sections enumerated in
sections 20-10 through 20-13, sections 20-21 through 20-25, section 20-45 or section 20-50, as
well as in violation of Florida Statutes, he shall issue a notice of violation to the vehicle in the form
of a citation as described in section 20-32 and approved by the county administrator, and place
a copy of the citation in a conspicuous place on the vehicle. The original citation shall then be
filed with the clerk of the circuit court's traffic division which shall process it in accordance with
F.S. § 316.1967(1)— (4). The citation provided to the violator and the clerk shall identify the
vehicle, license plate number, time, date, location and violation charged. Additionally, the citation
shall inform the violator that he has been charged with a non-criminal infraction and that he may
elect to either:



(1) Pay the appropriate fine in accordance with section 20-31 to the clerk of the court
within 30 calendar days of the date of the citation; or

(2) Waive the scheduled fine and request a hearing with the traffic division by
notifying the clerk of the court within 30 calendar days of the date the citation was issued. At
such hearing the presiding judge shall, upon a finding that the violator committed the infraction
charged, impose a civil penalty not to exceed $100.00 plus court costs.

Sec. 20-31. Fine schedule.
Fines for violation of this article are as follows:
(1) Any violation of this chapter, $100.00.

(2) Parking in a posted "disabled person" parking space, $250.00 pursuant to section
20-12.

Sec. 20-32. Form of citation.

The county shall design and have printed citations to be issued to violators of this division.
Such citation form shall contain, at a minimum, the following information: date, time, type and
location of the violation, designated fines; description of the offending vehicle, including make,
color, tag number and state of registration; and the issuing officer's name and identification
number. The citation form shall further direct that the person, to whom the citation was issued,
shall within 30 days either pay the designated fine by mail or in person, or appear in person at
the clerk of the circuit court and request a hearing in county traffic court. The address where fines
may be paid shall be plainly printed on the citation form.

Sec. 20-33. Violations declared civil infractions.

Violations of sections 20-10 through 20-13, sections 20-21 through 20-25, section 20-45
and section 20-50 are hereby declared to be non-criminal, civil infractions and may be prosecuted
in the name of the county, in a county court civil traffic hearing, by the sheriff's deputy or CCPES
who issued such citation.

Sec. 20-34. Disregard of violation citation; warning of arrest. (Repealed)

Sec. 20-35. Duty of vehicle owner to name operator in violation; failure deemed prima
facie evidence of owner as operator.

Upon receipt of the citation set forth in section 20-30 above, if the owner of the vehicle
was not the operator of the vehicle at the time and place that the violation occurred, such owner
shall inform the agency issuing the citation of the operator's name and address within the five-
day period set forth in section 20-34.

Sec. 20-36. Failure to comply with citation, pay fine or contest.

Any violator of the restrictions of stopping, standing, or parking under this article who
does not timely pay or lawfully contest any citation issued hereunder, and which citation has
been affixed to the registered motor vehicle to which it was issued, as evidenced by the notation



on the face of the citation that it was served personally to the registered vehicle owner or placed
on the vehicle itself by the issuing officer, shall be subject to the levy and imposition of the fine
amount together with late fees and interest as may be set by law in the form of a lien on the title
to the motor vehicle referenced herein.

Sec. 20-37. Proof of violation, violator.

In any prosecution charging a violation of any ordinance governing the stopping, standing
or parking of a vehicle, proof that the particular vehicle described in the citation was parked or
operated in violation of any such ordinance or regulation, together with proof, that the defendant
named in the citation was at the time of such stopping, standing or parking the registered owner
of such vehicle, shall constitute a prima facie presumption that the registered owner of such
vehicle was the person who stopped, stood or parked such vehicle at the point where, and for
the time during which, such violation occurred.

Sec. 20-38. Duties of clerk of court; disposition of fines.

The clerk of the circuit court, or their duly authorized representative, is authorized, in
addition to other duties imposed in this chapter, to accept fines paid within the time limit
prescribed in section 20-30, issue receipts therefore, schedule court appearances for those
persons requesting such court appearances, and establish procedures and provide other services
necessary to carry out his duties under this division. Fines collected by the clerk of the circuit
court shall be accounted for and paid monthly in the sheriffs office traffic and parking
enforcement fund. Fines collected by the Clerk of Circuit Court for CCPES shall be accounted for
and paid monthly into the County General Fund. The clerk shall be entitled to retain a $10.00
administrative fee for each citation processed.

Sec. 20-39. Reserved.
DIVISION 4. TOW-AWAY ZONES

Sec. 20-40. Designation of tow-away zones.

(1) The county administrator is hereby authorized by the board of county commissioners
to designate certain areas as no parking tow-away zones. He or she shall implement such zones,
as determined by the traffic engineering safety studies, for all county roads, streets, highways,
easements, bridges, or related facilities and upon the recommendations of the county engineer.
In determining the necessity for the designation of an area, the county administrator or their
designee shall evaluate the safety hazard within a given area that public parking would pose to
other vehicle or pedestrian traffic, right-of-way damage or such other factors the county
administrator may deem reasonably appropriate. Those areas designated as "tow-away" zones
shall be posted with "tow-away zone" signs spaced at such intervals as to place a motorist on
notice of that area's designation. After a public area has been designated and posted as a "tow-
away zone," no vehicle shall be permitted to park therein. However, this section shall not apply



to law enforcement, fire or ambulance, or county vehicles that are parked in furtherance of their
public service responsibilities.

The "tow-away zone" signs shall indicate that the vehicle may be towed and provide a
contact number for vehicle owners to call to determine the location of towed vehicles.

The county administrator shall state, with specificity, the reason or reasons for the
designation of such no parking tow-away zones as described above. Each such decision of the
county administrator, including decisions on public requests as outlined below, shall be
reviewable by the board of county commissioners which may affirm, modify, or overturn the
decision of the county administrator. Public requests for such permanent or temporary zones, as
provided below, may be made verbally or in writing to the county administrator. For such a
particular area, a citizen may submit to the county administrator a petition requesting parking
restrictions or prohibitions for that area. The minimum limits for such a request shall be the
length of one block or 500 feet, whichever is less, and may include one or both sides of a street
or roadway. The petition shall be signed by 80 percent or more of property owners that abuts or
is directly across from the portion of the roadway on which parking restrictions or prohibitions
are requested. A lessee or current resident may sign such a petition in lieu of the property owner
if the property owner's address of record with Walton County is outside the county. Said petition
shall include the following information:

(a) Statement of reason for the request;

(b) Exact location (road name) and side(s) of road where parking restrictions or
prohibitions is requested;

(c) Time of day and day of week parking is to be restricted, or at all times, if applicable;

(d) Signatures, printed name, addresses, and telephone numbers of those in favor of

the request.

If the public request is approved by the county administrator, the county shall erect
regulatory signs at such designated locations in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices and Florida Department of Transportation specifications.

(2) Permanent zones. The county administrator is authorized by the board of county
commissioners to prohibit the stopping, standing, or parking of all or certain types of vehicles
and other objects on certain portions of county roads, streets, highways, easements, bridges or
related facilities and designate as tow-away zones those portions of county roads, streets,
highways, easements, bridges or related facilities, found to be partially congested, in which traffic
is impeded by the stopping, standing or parking of such vehicles or other objects, or in which the
stopping, standing or parking of such vehicles or other objects would constitute a danger or
threat to the health, safety or welfare of the traveling public. For the purposes of this section
"vehicle" shall have the meaning provided by F.S. § 316.003. The board of county commissioners
hereby directs the county administrator to erect an official sign or signs notifying the public of
any area designated by the administrator as a tow-away zone.

(3) Temporary zones. Whenever a street or road lying within the county is scheduled
to be paved or repaved, or other construction work is to be carried out upon such street, road or
right-of-way, the county administrator may, in writing, declare such an area a temporary no-
parking, towaway zone for a specified period of time. Such area shall then be posted by the



placing of signs at intervals, not to exceed 100 feet between such signs, notifying the public that
such area has been so designated, and that vehicles and other objects in the area must be
removed by the owner before the specified period of time or the vehicle or object will be
removed by enforcement officers in accordance with the provisions of this division. Such signs
shall be posted in the affected area not less than one week before the removal of any vehicle or
other object takes place. Upon completion of the work in the specified area, such signs shall be
removed by county personnel and the area shall revert to its former status.

Sec. 20-41. Unlawful to stop, stand or park in tow-away zone.

It shall be unlawful and a violation of this division for any person to stop, stand or park a
vehicle, as defined in F.S. § 316.003(76), or other object which might constitute an obstruction,
upon or alongside any road, street, highway, bridge or other related facility, designated by an
official sign or signs approved and placed by resolution of the board of county commissioners as
a tow-away zone in accordance with this section. However, this section shall not apply to law
enforcement, fire or ambulance, or county vehicles that are parked in furtherance of their public
service responsibilities. Violations of this section shall be punishable as provided in F.S. § 316.655.

Sec. 20-42. Unlawful to disregard citation to remove obstruction from county road.

It shall be unlawful and a violation of this division for any person to disregard a citation to
remove an object placed or constructed upon any county road, street, bridge, alleyway, easement
or other related facility in the county without authorization from the county.

Sec. 20-43. Appeals concerning vehicles or other objects removed from tow-away

zones.

If the owner contests the legality of the charges imposed, he may request a hearing before
the traffic division.

Sec. 20-44. Enforcement in non-tow-away zones; authorization to impound vehicles.

(1) Procedure. In the event any vehicle or other object is placed or constructed upon any
county right-of-way, road, street, bridge, easement, alleyway or other related facility without
authorization from county, or in violation of any provision of this chapter, the sheriff is authorized
to direct the removal of such vehicle or other object in accordance with the provisions of this
section.

(a) Nuisances or dangers. If such vehicle or object is deemed to be a nuisance or
danger to the traveling public by the sheriff, the sheriff may direct its immediate removal,
impoundment and disposition in accordance with the provisions of section 20-43.

(b) Vehicle or object not constituting nuisance. If the vehicle or object is not deemed
to be a nuisance or a danger to the traveling public, the sheriff is hereby authorized to remove a
vehicle or object and to cause the same to be impounded when it is left unattended for 24 hours
after a citation issued to the owner pursuant to section 20-30 has been posted on the vehicle or
object, and the sheriff has attached an orange or bright colored decal upon some part of the
vehicle or object which shall consist of substantially the following:



(2) Notice to the owner and all persons interested in the attached property. This property,
to-wit: (setting forth brief description) is unlawfully upon public property known as (setting forth
brief description of location) and is in violation of Walton County Ordinance Number __, and
must be removed at the owner's expense within 24 hours from the date of this notice. Otherwise,
it may be removed and disposed of by order of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton
County, Florida, and the costs thereof may be assessed against you.

You must contact the following person within the next 24 hours if you have reason to
contest this action:

Dated this: (setting forth the date of posting of notice).

Signed: (setting forth name, title, address, telephone number of enforcement officer).

(a) Such notice shall not be less than eight inches by ten inches and shall be
sufficiently weatherproof to withstand normal exposure to the elements for a period of 24 hours.
(b) If such vehicle or object is not removed within the time specified in the notice, the

sheriff, in addition to the penalties spelled out in this chapter, may cause the removal and
disposal of the object in the same manner as set forth in section 20-44.

(3) Reclamation of vehicles removed from non-tow-away zones. The owner of any vehicle
or other object, which has been removed from a non-tow-away zone pursuant to this section,
may obtain possession thereof upon showing to the sheriff proper proof of ownership, and paying
all costs which may be incident to its removal, storage and which may be incident to the location
and notification of the owner. This section shall be specific authority for the county administrator
to establish and assess reasonable charges for the costs mentioned in this division for storage.

Sec. 20-45. Unlawful to injure or damage rights-of-way by placing vehicles, etc.,

thereon.

It shall be unlawful and a violation of this division for any person to willfully injure or
damage any county property, bridge, road, street, easement, alleyway, right-of-way, or other
related facility in the county by placing or constructing thereon, in violation of this division, any
vehicle or other object and shall be subject to the issuance of a citation pursuant to section 20-
30. In addition to a citation issued pursuant to section 20-30, any person shall be civilly liable to
the county for such actual damage to any county property, bridge, road, street, easement,
alleyway or other related facility, which damage may be recovered by suit, and when collected
shall be paid into such fund of the county as the board of county commissioners may deem
appropriate.

Sec. 20-46. Unlawful to fail to pay costs.
It shall be unlawful and a violation of this division to fail to pay any cost lawfully assessed
in accordance with the provisions of this division.

Sec. 20-47. Tow-away zones on county-owned or leased property.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the county may establish and enforce
parking restrictions at county-owned or leased facilities by following the procedures of F.S. (1997)
§ 715.07, and as subsequently amended, the application of which shall be determined by the






