ORDINANCE 2022- [ 8

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WALTON COUNTY CODE OF
ORDINANCES CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE II- OUTDOOR EVENTS,
SECTION 4-26. DEFINITIONS, SECTION 4-27. PERMITS, AND
SECTION 4-28. VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida Statutes,
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote
the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, numerous outdoor events are held across Walton County which attracts a multitude
of citizens and visitors to attend the aforesaid events; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County, Board of County Commissioners finds it necessary for the
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of and visitors to Walton County to amend Chapter 4,
Article I1- Outdoor Events of the Walton County Code of Ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Planning and Code Compliance Departments conducted a
public hearing on July 7, 2022, with due public notice having been provided, on the proposed
Code of Ordinances amendment; and

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Walton County Board of County Commissioners
that Chapter 4, Article II, Sections 4-26. Definitions, 4-27. Permits, and 4-28. Violations;
penalties are hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 4-26. Definitions.

The following words or phrases, when used in this article shall have the meanings ascribed
to them herein except where the context otherwise requires:

Calendar of events means more than one outdoor event sponsored by the same individual or
group, which occurs on the same site, more than one time during a calendar year, and which
contains outdoor events similar in nature, with infrequent changes in detail.

Crowd Manager means the person(s) responsible for assisting persons in attendance at an
Outdoor Event to exits or evacuation routes, medical, safety, or emergency services, and
facilitates any safety or security measures necessary for general public safety. Crowd Mangers
must complete an approved State of Florida training and/or certification program. Crowd
Managers will wear either shirts, vests, or jackets that are clearly visibly marked with “Staff” or
a similar identifier. Applicants must provide the phone number(s) and name(s) of any crowd
managers for the event along with proof of their training and/or certification. This information
shall be provided to the South Walton Fire District and/or Walton County Fire Rescue a
minimum of 5 days prior to the scheduled event.

Outdoor event means any planned assemblage open to the general public held outdoors
within the unincorporated areas of Walton County which any of the following conditions occur:
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Admission is charged or there is a fee for the event,

o8

Booths, tables, or tents are available for rent,
Anticipate attendance in excess of 200 people or the sale of more than 200 tickets,
d. Blockage of roads or right of ways,

e. Any activity that would hinder the flow of traffic or fire/emergency access to any
residence, commercial, public, institutional, or industrial use of property, or

f.  Advertisement by signs, mailings, social media or by any other means that solicits the
attendance of the general public.

Outdoor events may include, but not be limited to, contests, fairs, carnivals, festivals,
concerts, seasonal or annual events, competitions, car shows, art/craft shows, or other
similar activities which meet the definition listed herein for outdoor events.

Multiple/Like Events may be permitted seasonally or annually upon review.

Multiuse Path means a paved or unpaved recreational trail, bicycle path or sidewalk,
maintained by Walton County within and without county road right of ways, on public or private
property, intended for and open to the use of the public for travel and recreation activities and are
not part of the County Road System. The multi-use path is not to be utilized to facilitate races.

Person means any natural person, firm, association, joint venture, partnership, estate, trust,
business trust, fiduciary, corporation, and all other groups and combinations.

Temporary structures and facilities include, but are not limited to, sheds, booths, bleachers,
canopies, tents, stages and fences, necessary site improvements, and right-of-way agreements for
temporary purposes during an event.

Sec. 4.27. Permits.

(a) Required. Tt shall be unlawful for any person to stage, promote, or sell tickets to or
conduct any outdoor event in Walton County without first obtaining a duly authorized outdoor
event permit from the Walton County Administration or designee once the application has been
reviewed and approved by the Outdoor Review Committee (ORC).

All outdoor events shall be held in full compliance with the Walton County Comprehensive
Plan, Land Development Code, and all other applicable state and federal laws, ordinances, and
regulations. Outdoor events must also comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.

'Special Events' (Outdoor Events) governed under the terms of the Beach Activities ordinance
may be subject to different requirements. Outdoor events shall not be approved on properties that
have current code violations.

(b) Exemptions. The following activities shall be exempt from the permitting and fee
requirements:

(1) County sponsored outdoor events,

(2) Outdoor events sponsored or approved by the school board conducted on school board
property or property under the control of the school board,
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(4)

(3)

Religious, private school, political and other 501(¢c)(3) nonprofit organization outdoor
events conducted on property owned or leased by those organizations and when no
public nuisance, risk, or liability exposure exists,

Existing businesses or entities that have development order approval for outdoor events
as an accessory use and when no public nuisance, risk, or liability exposure exists, or

Outdoor events that qualify for an exemption shall comply with the provisions of the
Fire, Life and Safety requirements and receive a fire/life safety inspection/review from
the appropriate fire and rescue agency.

(c) Annual Entertainment Permit. For Inter-resort events in Planned Unit Developments
(PUD), the County may issue an Annual Entertainment Permit for inter-resort events in a PUD as
long as the following criteria are met:

(1)

2)

3)

“)

Event must be located on an open space (ie green or plaza) designed for such use and
encompass no more than 5,000 sq ft of area,

No arts or entertainment fees, taxes, or other compensation will be collected at the
event or location or by restaurants or businesses abutting such event or location,

Events shall be limited to movies or the showing of other video entertainment or
limited musical or entertainment performances. and

No food or beverage sales or other forms of vending shall be allowed.

The county reserves the right to revoke the annual entertainment permit or approval

when any of the above criteria are violated or a breach of peace is observed at an event.

(d) 304 and Connector Road Races and Road Closure Events. In an effort to limit the
traffic, congestion, and related impacts of races and other road closure events on 30A and
connector roads including but not limited to County Highway 393, County Highway 83, County
Highway 283, and County Highway 395, the County has established the following criteria to aid
in the selection of the events and to limit the number of events per year:

&y
2
3)
“

&)

(6)
(7

No more than 5 road closure events per year will be permitted.
The event must benefit a Walton County Charity — 501 (c2) or (c3)
The event must be hosted by a non-profit organization.

Priority in the selection process will be given to events having a long-standing history
and well-established safety record and good attendance.

No portion of the multi-use path may be utilized for the event. The Multi-use path must
remain open for the public’s use and enjoyment.

No single lane closures will be permitted for the events.

All requirements and provisions of Walton County Emergency Management, South
Walton Fire District, and Walton County Sheriff’s Office must be met to insure the
public’s and the participants’ safety.
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Completed applications for races and road closure events must be submitted and
received no less than 90 days prior to the scheduled event.

(e) Application. A completed application for an outdoor event (or calendar of events) shall be
submitted to Walton County Administration or designee at least 45 days in advance of the date of
commencement of the outdoor event(s) and appear before the Outdoor Review Committee
(ORC) for approval. All required forms and documentation, as well as forms requiring
signatures, must be signed and received before an application is deemed complete. The
application shall contain the following:

(1
(2)

3)

“

)

(6)

(M

()

)

The name(s) of all persons promoting or conducting the outdoor event,

The name(s) of all persons who will provide event-related services to the outdoor event
and executed copies of all contracts or agreements with such persons or groups,

Proof of ownership of the property on which the outdoor event is being held or in the
alternative proof of a contractual agreement to use the property of another,

The exact date and time of commencement and the exact date and time of the
conclusion of the outdoor event as well as the hours live music or any amplified noise
will be performed, not to exceed 10pm,

A geographic description and scale map or plan of the outdoor event site depicting the
location of all required facilities,

A provision for security and traffic control. If the outdoor event requires services
beyond those that are regularly provided by Walton County such as additional sheriff
services, the number of officers to be retained and any associated fees shall be
determined by the Sheriff's Office on a case-by-case basis,

A provision for parking facilities, both on and off site. Such plan shall provide for on-
and off-site parking in areas clearly designated as parking areas with appropriate
lighting for safety. No parking shall be allowed on internal neighborhood streets
unless duly authorized,

Any necessary temporary improvements (i.e. signage) or road closures. No signage
shall be authorized in any public right-of-way unless prior written approval is obtained
from Public Works,

A provision for an emergency services plan with the level of service and associated
fees being determined by the South Walton Fire District or the Walton County Fire
Rescue and documented on a case-by-case basis by means of an Event Action Plan,

(10) The name(s), phone numbers, and e-mail addresses of onsite contact and back-up

person(s) to contact during the event and after hours for emergency situations,

(11) Upon recommendation by the ORC, the applicant may be required to provide a

Dynamic Message Board 7 days prior to the Outdoor Event, notifying the public of the
pending Outdoor Event and the impact to vehicular traffic,

(12) A minimum of one crowd manager shall be required per every 250 persons in

attendance at the event. Applicant must submit the estimated number of people in
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attendance and number of crowd managers that will be present at the event as part of
the application and will be required to submit a minimum of 5 days before the
scheduled event the name(s), phone number(s), and their proof of training/certification
to the South Walton Fire District and/or Walton County Fire Rescue, and

(13) If the event requires a road closure, the Applicant must complete the Walton County

Roadway Activities Application — Road Closure Request to be submitted to Public
Works for review and approval; once approved by Public Works, the Applicant must
submit a Citizen Request Form to Administration to be placed on a BCC Agenda (7+
days prior to the next scheduled BCC Meeting) to request BCC approval during a
Regular Commission Meeting. Due to both ongoing traffic impacts and related safety
concerns with the closure of County Highway 30A for run/walk/bike race events, the
number of road closures impacting this roadway will be limited to no more than five
(5) approved closures per calendar year. The events will be limited to events conducted
by non-profit entities and further conducted to benefit local Walton County causes.
Where applicable, the applicant shall provide historical information on the event,
including number of similar prior events conducted, the safety record of those past
events and the number of participants generated by those events. The ORC shall
prioritize events which have more years of established safe operational history and/or
higher number of participants for approvals. The application shall also specify that any
multi-use path located in public right of way along the proposed road closure segments
shall remain open for public use and not to be used to facilitate any part of the event
during the approved closure. The multi-use path is not to be used for races or any other
event purpose that may hinder or affect the public’s use of the path.

63) Application review. All applications for outdoor event permits shall be reviewed by the
ORC. The ORC consists of the following agencies:

(1
)
€)
“)
&)
(6)
k2]

Planning and Development Services Division.
Engineering Department.

Code Compliance Department.

Walton County Sheriff's Office.

South Walton Fire District or Walton County Fire Rescue.
Walton County Emergency Management.

Walton County Public Works.

South Walton Fire District will be responsible for the review of applications that occur
within its jurisdiction and Walton County Fire Rescue will be responsible for the review of
applications that occur within its jurisdiction. Ifan event is going to occur geographically within
the jurisdiction of both South Walton Fire District and Walton Fire Rescue, both agencies will
review the application.

(2) Establishment of additional conditions and denial of application. The county reserves the
right to establish such additional conditions, criteria, or detailed specifications for the outdoor
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event permit as it may deem necessary to carry out the intent of this article, for the protection of
the public health, safety, and general welfare. Any event application may be denied by the
Walton County Sheriff’s Office or the South Walton Fire District or the Walton County Fire
Rescue upon the determination that available resources are not sufficient to provide adequate
health and safety measures or the event creates a nuisance that will negatively impact the
community. The County will deny a permit if the applicant refuses to accept any conditions of
the permit recommended by the ORC.

(h) Fees. There shall be a nonrefundable fee of $100.00 for obtaining an outdoor event
permit. Additional fees may be assessed to cover the costs of any additional services beyond
those that are regularly provided by Walton County.

(1) Liability insurance. A written public liability insurance policy insuring the person or
entity, staging, promoting or conducting the outdoor event against any and all claims and
demands made by any person for injuries received in connection with the staging, promoting,
conducting or attendance of or at such outdoor event, written with limits of not less than
$300,000.00 for damage or injury to any one person for bodily injury or otherwise, plus
$25.,000.00 for damages to property, and for not less than $500,000.00 for damages incurred or
claimed by more than one person for bodily injury or otherwise, plus $50,000.00 for damage to
property. Walton County and either South Walton Fire District or Walton County Fire Rescue,
depending on whichever jurisdiction the event takes place within, shall be named as additional
insureds on all such policies. If an event occurs within both the jurisdiction of South Walton
Fired District and Walton County Fire Rescue, both shall be named with Walton County as
additional insured on all such policies. The original or duplicate of the policy shall be attached to
the application for an outdoor event permit, together with adequate evidence that the premiums
are paid.

Sec. 4-28. Violations; penalties.

(a) Any person who violates any provision of this article shall be subject to the penalties set
forth in section 1-6 of the Walton County Code of Ordinances. A violation of this ordinance
shall also result in the denial of any Outdoor Event application the following calendar year
for the same or similar event at the same or similar location by the same applicant, host,
entity, or agent.

(b) The county may revoke the outdoor event permit granted under this article upon the
occurrence of any violation of this article.

(¢c) Persons or entities that do not obtain a permit as required by section 4-27 shall be fined
$500.00, issued a citation, and not be able to obtain additional Outdoor Event permits until
all associated fees and fines are paid and the citation is resolved. Failure to obtain a permit
for an Outdoor Event as required by this ordinance is a misdemeanor of the second degree,
punishable as provided in Section 775.082 or 775.083, Florida Statutes.

SEVERABILITY
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If any portion of this Ordinance is determined by any Court to be invalid, the invalid portion
shall be stricken, and such striking shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance.
If any Court determines that this Ordinance, or any portion hereof, cannot be legally applied to
any individual(s), group(s), entity(ies), property(ies), or circumstance(s), such determination shall
not affect the applicability hereof to any other individual, group, entity, property, or circumstance.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by the Walton County
Board of County Commissioners, as provided by law.

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED in rcgular session, by the Board of County
Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, this _/ ( day of (¢ 110 /)E/\ 2022.

Attest:

%/‘/\/\ F&\r’h . Ry
Alex Alford, Clerk ofCucmt Coun e S
and County Comptroller /Iy 7 O
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