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ORDINANCE 2023- ILQ

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WALTON COUNTY LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE, SUBSTANTIVELY AMENDING CHAPTER 5
DEVELOPMENT, DESIGN AND IMPROVEMENT STANDARD, ADDING
REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVEWAY CONNECTION PERMITS AND
SPECIFYING PERMIT CONDITIONS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SCRIVENER’S
ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR LIBERAL INTERPRETATION; PROVIDING
FOR MODIFICATIONS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida Statutes,
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote
the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners wishes to update the Land Development
Code providing for consistency with the updated Comprehensive Plan and to provide internal
consistency with policy changes and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, the Walton County Planning
Commission conducted a public hearing, with due public notice having been provided, on the
proposed Land Development Code amendments on April 13, 2023, and the Walton County Board
of County Commissioners held a public hearing on May 23, 2023 to consider the adoption of the
proposed amendment to its Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, after due public notice having been provided, the Walton County Board of
County Commissioners held a public hearing on July 27, 2023 to consider the adoption of the
proposed amendment to its Land Development Code, in accordance with Section 163.3184,
Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners considered all oral and
written comments received during such public hearings, including the date and analyses provided
for this amendment, the recommendations of the Planning Commission; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton
County, Florida, that:

SECTION I. PURPOSE AND INTENT.

This Ordinance is hereby enacted to carry out the purpose and intent of, and to exercise the
authority set out in the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development
Regulations Act, Chapter 163, Part I, Florida Statutes, as amended.
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SECTION Il. TEXT AMENDMENTS.

5.04.04. Access Management and Permitting.

€. Access Standards and Permitting for County Maintained Facilities.

1. Permit Required: A driveway connection permit shall be required for any connection to a

County maintained facility. A Development Order, as described in Chapter 1, may serve as the

required permit for projects located in unincorporated Walton County. A driveway connection
permit issued by Walton County Public Works shall otherwise be required for:

a. Single family residential attached/detached projects and short term vacation

rental units not subject to a Development Order proposing access to a County

maintained facilities;
b. Any development project proposing to access any County maintained facility
that is receiving a Development Order from any incorporated municipality

within Walton County; and

c. Any other proposed use proposing access to a County maintained facility not

subject to a Development Order within either the unincorporated or
incorporated areas of the County such as agricultural uses, silvicultural uses or
recreational uses.

1. Permit Conditions: As a condition of a driveway connection permit a traffic impact analysis

or traffic operational analysis may be required to determine if operational improvements

are warranted for enhanced safety or traffic flow.
A. General Standards. All proposed development or redevelopment projects within the County

shall meet the following standards for vehicular access and circulation in relation to the
development site. The following standards shall apply to all driveways or access points from a
lot or parcel onto a public street:

1. Access points from all local, collector and arterial streets into the site must be sized to
accommodate all vehicles which are reasonably anticipated to use the site, including
delivery vehicles. All access points shall either be exclusive one-lane, one way drive or
minimum two-lane, two way drive. Vehicles must be able to enter a site without
encroaching on the exit lane of a two way drive-way.



2. All access points must provide sufficient on-site lane storage to accommodate queued to
park or exit without using any portion of the street right-of-way or interfering with street
traffic flow.

3. Number of Access Points.

a. For non-residential and new larger scale residential developments accessing local,
collector, or arterial roadways, a maximum of one access point shall be permitted to a
particular site from each abutting street. When it is determined by the County Engineer to
be in the best interest of good traffic circulation in the vicinity of a particular development
site, one additional access point along a boundary with a continuous frontage of more than
300 feet or two additional access points along a boundary with a continuous frontage of
more than 600 feet may be allowed. This section shall not apply to new small scale
residential subdivisions accessing local or residential streets with an existing pattern of
residential units accessing the street at the discretion of the County Engineer.

b. For the purposes of this section, dual one-way access drives will be considered one access
point, if they do not conflict with the distance requirements of an intersection or adjacent
existing drives.

4. Separation of Access Points.

a. The separation between access points on state-maintained roads shall be in compliance with
process and requirements of Chapters 14-96 and 14-97, F.A.C., as administered by the Florida
Dept. of Transportation.

b. On streets which are not maintained by the State, the separation between access points onto
arterial and collector roadways, shall meet at least the minimum distances provided in the
following table:

Street Classification Distance Between Access Points
Majer Principal Arterial 175 feet

Minor Arterial 100 feet

Major/Minor Collector 50 feet

c. Driveways shall be located as far as possible from the intersections of collector, arterial
and/or major local roads. Corner clearance is measured from the closest edge of the driveway
connection to the closest edge of the parallel roadway. A minimum corner clearance of 125 to
230 feet, depending on existing conditions, may be required by the County Engineer or
designee.



d. The distance between access points shall be measured from the centerline of the proposed
driveway or roadway to the centerline of the nearest adjacent driveway or roadway.
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1. 5. Driveway access to detached single-family residential uses or short term vacation rental uses

in single family detached structures shall be from an adjacent public or private street. In the

event the property abuts two streets, one point of access is permitted on the street of lower
functional classification, as determined by the County Engineer. Single family residential
driveways shall be limited to a maximum of 20 feet in width when caonnecting to a County
maintained roadway. Dual one-way access is permitted provided the combined width of the
connections do not exceed 20 feet.

E6. Service Roads, Joint Access, Shared Access.

1. Joint use driveways and cross access easements shall be established for non-residential
development along arterial and collector streets, unless there is an existing physical or other
barrier preventing such cross access. Waivers to this requirement may be granted by the
County Engineer or designee for these circumstances.

2. A Unified Access and Circulation System plan between adjacent properties and/or internally
for larger developments will be required for all new development and redevelopment
projects which abut or load directly onto arterial streets. These plans shall include
coordinated access facilities and shared parking areas wherever feasible and shall utilize
service roads or internal cross access in their access and circulation plans to minimize the
number of site access driveways and intersecting roads loading onto higher capacity
roadways.

SECTION Ill. CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES OR CODES.
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances of the Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida, in
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION IV. SEVERAVBILITY.
If any provision of this Ordinance is held to be illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the other provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION V. SCRIVENER’S ERRORS.

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida and it is
hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the
Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida and to that end, the sections of this ordinance may
be renumbered or re-lettered and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section” or “article”
or other appropriate designation. Additionally, corrections of typographical errors which do not
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affect the intent of this Ordinance may be authorized by the County Attorney without public
hearing, by filing a corrected or re-codified copy with the Clerk of Courts.

SECTION VI. ORDINANCE TO BE LIBERALLY CONSTRUED.
This ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes hereof
which are deemed not to adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare.

SECTION VII. MODIFICATIONS.

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, that the
provisions of this ordinance may be modified as a result of considerations that may arise during
a public hearing. Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version of the ordinance
adopted by the Board.

SECTION VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE.
The effective date shall be as provided by law.
Duly enacted by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, at a regularly

scheduled public hearing on the 27th day of July, 2023.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
i, WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
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Daniel Glidew'ell, Chairman
Board of County Commissioners

ATTEST:

iﬂ/) e, Nens/

Clerk of Court



