ORDINANCE 2023- ‘1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE WALTON COUNTY LAND
DEVELOPMENT CODE, SUBSTANTIVELY AMENDING CHAPTER 5
DEVELOPMENT, DESIGN, AND IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS,
PERTAINING TO GENERAL DEVELOPMENT IN FLOOD ZONES,
INCOMPATIBLE USE LANDSCAPE BUFFERS, PARKING STANDARDS;
CLARIFYING STREET FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION; ADDING
STANDARDS FOR PRIVATE STREETS; CLARIFYING SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL ACCESS; AMENDING STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
STANDARDS FOR SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
OTHER DEVELOPMENT; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR SCRIVENER'S ERRORS;
PROVIDING FOR LIBERAL INTERPRETATION; PROVIDING FOR
MODIFICATIONS; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida Statutes,
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote
the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners wishes to update the Land Development
Code providing for consistency with the updated Comprehensive Plan and to provide internal
consistency with policy changes and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, the Walton County Planning
Commission conducted a public hearing, with due public notice having been provided, on the
proposed Land Development Code amendments on March 9, 2023, and the Walton County Board
of County Commissioners held a public hearing on May 23, 2023 to consider the adoption of the
proposed amendment to its Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, after due public notice having been provided, the Walton County Board of
County Commissioners held a public hearing on July 27, 2023 to consider the adoption of the
proposed amendment to its Land Development Code, in accordance with Section 163.3184,
Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners considered all oral and
written comments received during such public hearings, including the date and analyses provided
for this amendment, the recommendations of the Planning Commission; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton
County, Florida, that:
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SECTION I. PURPOSE AND INTENT.

This Ordinance is hereby enacted to carry out the purpose and intent of, and to exercise the
authority set out in the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development
Regulations Act, Chapter 163, Part Il, Florida Statutes, as amended.

SECTION Il. TEXT AMENDMENTS.

SEE ATTACHMENT A

SECTION Ill. CONFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES OR CODES.
All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances of the Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida, in
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION IV. SEVERAVBILITY.
If any provision of this Ordinance is held to be illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the other provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION V. SCRIVENER’S ERRORS.

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida and it is
hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the
Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida and to that end, the sections of this ordinance may
be renumbered or re-lettered and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section” or “article”
or other appropriate designation. Additionally, corrections of typographical errors which do not
affect the intent of this Ordinance may be authorized by the County Attorney without public
hearing, by filing a corrected or re-codified copy with the Clerk of Courts.

SECTION VI. ORDINANCE TO BE LIBERALLY CONSTRUED.
This ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes hereof
which are deemed not to adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare.

SECTION VII. MODIFICATIONS.

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, that the
provisions of this ordinance may be modified as a result of considerations that may arise during
a public hearing. Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version of the ordinance
adopted by the Board.




The effective date shall be as provided by law.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

scheduled public hearing on the 27th day of July, 2023.
WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

SECTION VIII. EFFECTIVE DATE.
Duly enacted by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, at a regularly

o By:
= Daniel Glidewell, Chairman
Board of County Commissioners
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CHAPTER 5. DEVELOPMENT DESIGN AND IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS
5.1.1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
5.1.2. Purpose and Intent.

The purpose of this chapter is to provide site design and improvement standards applicable toall
development activity in the County. The provisions are intended to ensure functional and attractive
development. The standards allow for flexibility in site design, while ensuring compatibility of
neighboring uses through design features such as landscaped buffers.

5.1.3. Minimum Lot Area Requirements.
A. Requirements for all Developments.

All developments shall have a total land area sufficient to meet all development design standards inthis
Code including, but not limited to, land required to provide for all setbacks, buffers, stormwater
management, off-street parking and circulation, utilities and infrastructure, protection of
environmentally sensitive lands, landscaping, open space,-and any other provisions which may require
land area to be set aside.

B. Requirements for Residential Development with Central Water and Sewer Services.

There is no minimum lot area for individual lots within a residential development that will be served by
both a central water and central sewer system, provided that all of the following requirements are met:

1. The land area for the total project is sufficient to meet standards of this Code as statedin
paragraph (A) of this section.

2. Residential density of the area shall not exceed the maximum densities specified in Chapter 2
(Zoning Districts) and those maximum densities found within the Walton County Comprehensive
Plan.

3. Land within the boundaries of a subdivision exclusive of individual lots to be conveyed infee
simple ownership, shall be owned and/or controlled and maintained through a condominium
association, property owners' association, or other similar private legal entity, or may be
conveyed to governmental or public not-for-profit organizations for the same purpose.
Recordable instruments providing for these common-ownership lands shall be submitted for
review with the application for development plan review.

C. Requirements for Developments without Central Water and Sewer Services.

All proposed development in areas that will not be served by central water and central sewer shall
comply with the minimum lot sizes established by the Florida Department of Health Chapter 64E-6,
F.A.C.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised lanuary 24, 2023
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5.1.4. Building Setback Requirements.

A. Setback requirements shall apply to all structures erected on property situated in unincorporated
areas of Walton County, Florida as specified in the Table 5-1 below:

Table 5-1: Building Setback Requirements

Structure Front (3) | Side (3) Rear (3)
Single-family Residential 20 feet 7.5 feet (4) 15 feet
Single Use Multi-family Residential (1-3 Stories) 20 feet 10 feet (1)(2) | 20 feet (1)(2)
a::?el)e Use Multi-family Residential (4 Stories or 20 feet 15 feet (1)(2) | 20 feet (1)(2)
All othgr primary structures (commercial, civic, 25 feet 10 feet (1)(2) | 20 feet (1)(2)
industrial etc.)

(1) Within the South Walton Planning Area, increase the abutting setback line(s) for single use
non-residential uses and single use multi-family residential uses adjacent to existingsingle
family residential uses by an additional one-half (1/2) foot for each one (1) foot increasein
building height above thirty-six (36) feet. This provision shall not apply internally tomixed
use developments having a common plan of design.

(2) Within the South Central, North Central, and North Walton Planning Areas, increase the
abutting setback line(s) for single use non-residential uses and single use multi-family
residential (greater than four units) uses adjacent to existing single family residential usesby
an additional one-half (1/2) foot for each one (1) foot increase in building height above fifty
(50) feet. This provision shall not apply internally to mixed use developments havinga
common plan of design.

(3) Where the landscaped buffer or scenic corridor requirements required by Subsections
5.01.02 and Chapter 6 of this Code the Land Development Code exceed the required
setbacks established above, those requirements shall control. New residential lots abutting
dedicated preservation areas such as wetlands or natural communities averaging at least 10
feet in depth along the lot line may reduce side and rear yard building setbacks to 5 feet
when abutting natural community preservation set aside areas provided the preservationor
wetland area is not included within the lot.

(4) All nonconforming, undeveloped residential lots less than or equal to 10,000 square feetin
size, platted or un-platted prior to June 1975, may be developed with a minimum five-foot
side setback if not otherwise indicated on the recorded plat.

(5) In all newly platted residential subdivisions, corner lot setbacks shall be increased to 20feet

on both street frontages in order to match the front setback of an abutting lot. (See Figure
5.1.)

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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Figure 5.1 Corner -side Setback Diagram

B. Methodology for Determination of Setback Requirements.

1. All setbacks referred to in this Chapter and elsewhere in the Land Development Code will be
measured from the nearest lot line to the closest vertical improvement on the subject
parcel.

2. Accessory structures and buildings as defined in Chapter 2 of the Land Development Code

are subject to the same setback requirements as the primary structure including, but not
limited to, both in ground and above ground swimming pools, hot tubs and similar
structures, and any decks or surrounding improvements associated with such accessory
structures.

a. Except that, non-elevated accessory structures such as walkways and at-grade patiosor
decking installed at a height of less than 6 inches from grade shall be allowed to
encroach into the setback area.

b. Except that, decks and patios less than two feet (2’) above finished grade on all sides
may be placed within building setbacks provided they are not located within fourfeet
(4') of any property line.

3. Architectural features and roof overhangs are also subject to setback requirements, except

the feature or roof overhang may extend a maximum of 18 inches into the setback if they
are at least eight feet above ground level.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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4. Mechanical equipment (HVAC condensers, pool pumps and filtration systems orwater
softeners) and stairs may encroach into side or rear setbacks only, provided they are not
located within 3 feet (3’) of any property line.

5: When a property is encumbered by an access easement, building setbacks shall be
measured from the easement line, not the property line.

5.00.04 Height Limitation, Exceptions, Exemptions, and Measurement Methodology for Building or
Structure Height.

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code, no man-made buildings or structures higherthan
heights established in the following height limitations for Walton County shall be permittedin
unincorporated areas of Walton County unless otherwise provided for herein.

A. Height Limitations in the South Walton Planning Area

1. No buildings or structures higher than fifty (50) feet shall be permitted south ofChoctawhatchee
Bay and the Intracoastal Waterway unless further restricted as follows:

a. No buildings or structures shall be permitted to exceed forty (40) feet in height within
the Grayton Beach Neighborhood Plan Area.

b. No buildings or structures shall be permitted to exceed thirty-two (32) feet in height
within the Point Washington Neighborhood Plan Area (See Map 5-1 for Point
Washington Neighborhood Plan Boundaries).

c. The Inlet Beach Neighborhood Plan (Appendix NP-7) provides for limits on height by use
(See Map 5-1 for Inlet Beach Neighborhood Plan Boundaries).

B. Height Limitations within the South Central, North Central and North Walton Planning Areasshall
be as follows:

1. Single-family attached and single family detached residential uses may be permitted up toa
maximum of fifty (50) feet in height

2. Multi-family residential uses may be permitted up to a maximum of seventy-five (75) feetin
height except if further limited in Section C below within the Eglin Air Force Base Military
Influence Area. Buildings or structures adjacent to or within % mile radius of a municipal
boundary must be compatible in scale and character to buildings or structures located inthe
municipality.

3. Commercial or institutional uses may be permitted up to a maximum of seventy-five (75) feetin
height except if further limited in Section C below within the Eglin Air Force Base Military
Influence Area. Buildings or structures adjacent to or within % mile radius of a municipal
boundary must be compatible in scale and character to buildings or structures located inthe
municipality.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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4. Industrial uses may be permitted up to a maximum of one hundred (100) feet in height, exceptif
further limited in Section C below within the Eglin Air Force Base Military Influence Area.
Buildings or structures adjacent to or within % mile radius of a municipal boundary must be
compatible in scale and character to buildings or structures located in the municipality.

C. Height limitations within the Eglin Air Force Base Military Influence Overlay District MIOD) areas
follows and shown on Map 5-2.

Structures, facilities, and antennas within the Eglin Air Force Base MIOD shall be permitted up to the

following maximum heights:

Fifty (50) feet within the Impulse Area

Fifty (50) feet within the Critical Approach 1
Fifty (50) feet within the Critical Approach 2
Seventy-five (75) feet within MTR 1

One hundred-fifty (150) feet within MTR 2

UL s A e

Transmission facilities (poles and lines) and communication towers maintained and/or operated byan
electric utility or by Walton County may exceed these height limitations based on compliance withthe

following:
1. If the total height is less than 200 feet and is in compliance with Federal Aviation
Administration requirements and regulations and Section 5.07.10 of the Land Development
Code;

A determination of “No Hazard to Aviation” from the Federal Aviation Administration is
obtained and submitted as part of the application for development approval or issuance ofa
permit for these facilities; and

4, Development Plans are submitted to Eglin Air Force Base for review and comment priorto
acquiring a building permit or other required approval from Walton County.

Amateur radio antennas that conform with Federal Communication regulations and are exempt from
requirements of this Land Development Code regarding placement, screening, and height, pursuantto
Florida Statutes Section 125.561.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 2
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D. Height Exceptions in Walton County

Height exceptions to the height limitations stipulated above, may apply to the following, contingenton
review and approval, on a case by case basis, by the Board of County Commissioners. The case bycase
review and approval by the Board of County Commissioners for height exception is required for majoror
minor projects, and where applicable, review and approval by the Design Review Board:

Church steeples and spires.

Aircraft radio towers and navigational aids.

Private solar energy facilities or windmills.

Public and private utilities, civic uses, and public uses related to public safety and welfare.

N

Commercial or industrial buildings or structures that are part of an economicdevelopment
project located in north Walton County as recommended by the Economic Development
Alliance.

6. Height exceptions provided for in Section 6.11.06 Architecture, Height of Buildings for the U.S.
98 and U.S. 331 Scenic Corridors, provide that cupolas, towers, spires, etc. are allowed and may
extend twenty (20) feet above roof lines or allowable height, but they shall be non-leasable and
non-habitable.

7. Height exemptions are exemptions provided for by state or federal laws and administrative

codes. In instances where this Code may conflict with federal or state laws and codes; federalor

state laws and codes shall govern. Examples of exemptions are:
a. Bonafide agricultural non-residential farm buildings or structures on farms utilized for
agricultural operations;
b. Amateur radio antennas;
c. Utility distribution, transmission and generation facilities; and
d. Developments that area vested as to building heights.

E. Methodology for Measurement for Building or Structure Height

Building or structure height is the vertical distance or measurement from the average elevation ofthe
existing natural ground beneath the footprint of the building or structure to the highest point at thetop
of the building or structure or the highest point of the coping of a flat roof, the deck line of amansard
roof, or the mean height level between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, domed, curved, and gambrel
roofs. Building or structure features such as chimney height as required by the Florida Building Code
shall not be included in the methodology for measurement for building or structure height.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January
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5.1.5. General Clustering Policy in all Districts.

The clustering of development units is encouraged on any development parcel for the purposes of
avoiding environmentally sensitive areas, creating open space and greenway areas, andencouraging
efficient infrastructure design.

A. The technique of clustering involves allowing development on the most suitable parts ofa
contiguous development site while avoiding environmentally sensitive areas of the site. Inorder
for clustering to be allowed, the following criteria must be met:

1. The resource to be protected must be clearly identified and delineated.

2. Density shall be clustered on the upland or non-environmentally sensitive
portion(s) of the proposed development site while avoiding the
environmentally sensitive area.

3. Limit the disturbance of the natural topography by requiring thatstructures
and roads be designed to maintain the natural topography to the maximum
extent feasible.

Figure: 5.1 Example of Clustering Residential Development

5.1.6. Methodology for Determination of Allowable Residential Density.

A. The maximum allowable base residential density for any specific assembled contiguous development
site or parcel of property shall be calculated by determining the gross acreage of the site and multiplying
the amount of acreage represented on the site by the maximum residential density provided in Chapter
2 for each zoning districts.

B. The specific flood protection or hazard Zones described in Chapter 4 of this Code may further limit
allowable density and/or intensity. Refer to Chapter 4 and Section 5.00.07 below which createsthese
zones to determine what, if any, density value may be transferred.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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C. The wetlands protection zones described in Section 4.01.00 of the Land Development Code may limit
the allowable density and/or allow for certain density values to be transferred from the acreage
contained in these zones to developable upland areas on the site. Refer to Chapter 4 of this the Land
Development Code which creates the wetlands protection zones to determine what, if any densityvalue
may be transferred.

D. Pursuant to Florida Statutes §163.3179, property subdivided for the use of an immediate family
member (grandparent, parent, stepparent, adopted parent, sibling, child, stepchild, adopted child, or
grandchild of the person who conveyed the parcel to said individual) may be permitted as anexception
to the density provisions contained in this Land Development Code with the exception of lots in platted
subdivisions. Such family member may be permitted to develop a single family residence on a smaller lot
provided that any such development must be consistent with the other provisions of the Land
Development Code, including concurrency requirements in Chapter 3. This exception shall apply only
once to any such family member.

5.1.7 General Development in Flood Zones.

A. Calculation of Flood Plain Density and Intensity. For the purpose of limiting new developmentwithin
areas of special flood hazard concern, the following limitations within flood prone areasapply:

1. Regardless of the density values established in Chapter 2 of the Land Development Code,
and except as otherwise provided herein, development within lands that are designated by
FEMA as with in a Coastal A Zone (CAZ), V or VE flood zone shall have a gross density ofone
(1) dwelling unit per twenty (20) acres, or one (1) unit per forty (40) acres for property
designated within the Large Scale Agriculture (LSA) Zoning District.

2. Residential density may be transferred from the regulated special flood hazard areas ofthe
property to those areas on the property at the underlying land use density not within the
regulated special flood hazard area.

3. Gulf front properties designated V or VE and located seaward of the CCCL may develop at
two (2) dwelling units per acre or at the underlying density if development is transferredout
of the regulated special flood hazard area.

B. Development of properties that contain FEMA designated flood zone A or AE may occur at thedensity
of the land-use zoning district in which the property is located, provided, however, that the developer

must:
1. Cluster development, to the greatest extent practical, on the areas of the site not withinthe
A or AE flood zone;
2. Protect the areas of the A or AE zone that are not impacted by recording permanent

development restrictions on the approved site plan or final plat, whichever isapplicable;

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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3! For development that does occur within the A or AE flood zone, the developer shall meet
the established criteria for building within that flood zone, including the requirements ofthe
Walton County Comprehensive Plan;

4, Limit fill to facilitate the infrastructure requirements necessary for the development,
including roadways, as necessary, not to exceed an average of one (1) foot (1) overthe
development site;

5. Provide hydrologically equivalent storage volume at a ratio of 1 to 1 or greater for thefill
volume proposed within the regulated special flood hazard area;
6. Construct the foundations of all residences and associated accessory structures, with the

exception of accessory structures less than 200 square feet and attached garages, utilizing

one of the following methods:

Open elevated foundations utilizing piers or pilings

Stem wall foundations with crawl spaces with hydrostatic flood openings that meet the

minimum requirements of FEMA and the Walton County flood protection regulations.
c. Fill placed outside of the building footprint shall be comprised of well-draining soils that

Clayey-seils-that-inhibit-exhibit infiltration rates similar to or better than native soils. Fill

that impacts flood attenuation is prohibited.

7 Construct non-residential structures in accordance with FEMA construction guidelinesand
minimize fill to an average of one (1) foot (1’) over the development site. The applicantshall
submit a topographical survey and engineering calculations demonstrating that the
development meets the fill limitation.

C. In order to discourage filling in any A or AE flood zone, if a developer proposes to fill an A or AEflood
zone (other than for infrastructure as provided in (B) 4. above) to remove it from the regulated areaof
special flood hazard through FEMA’s conditional letter of map revision based on fill (CLOMR-F) process
or the letter of map revision based on fill (LOMR-F), the allowabhle density for the filled portion shallbe
one (1) dwelling unit per 20 acres, fill shall be limited to an average of one foot (1’) overthe
development site, and the developer must provide hydrologically equivalent storage volume at a ratioof
1 to 1 or greater for the fill proposed. Equivalent storage shall be available in addition to post
development attenuation volumes associated with stormwater management facilities. To the extentthe
A or AE flood zones are avoided, other than for infrastructure as provided in paragraph (B) 4 above, the
developer shall be entitled to receive the underlying density of the land-use district in which the
property is located, which shall be clustered on the upland portions of the property.

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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5.1.8 Finish Floor Elevation (FFE) Requirements

A. FFE approved by a Development Order (DO)

Once an FFE has been established within an approved Development Order, this shall be
considered the minimum FFE required. However, approved construction may have an FFE thatis
higher provided that the approved grading and drainage plans are not altered and provided that
the maximum building heights specified elsewhere in this Code are not exceeded. A marginof
error during construction of +/- 6 inches will be tolerated for single family residential.

B. The (FFE) approved by Building Permit Review (BPR) for plans requiring onsite stormwaterplans
per the requirement of Section 5.06.01 B. of this Code.

Once an FFE has been established within an approved plan, this shall be considered final andnot
subject to change. A margin of error during construction of +/- 6 inches will be tolerated.

C. The FFE approved by Building Permit Review (BPR) for plans utilizing the BMP’s found in Section
5.06.01 A. of this Code or projects that are located north of the Choctawhatchee Bay. Amargin
of error during construction of +/- 6 inches will be tolerated.

Residential structures shall be constructed with the lowest floor elevation (excluding non-
habitable garages) not less than one (1) foot above the average of the highest elevation of the
street abutting the subject property. The following exemptions apply to thissubsection:

1. Residential structures located on lots that are one (1) acre in size or greater are exempt
from this requirement provided that:

a. The proposed structure is sethack at least 100-feet from the propertyline
abutting the road; and

b. The minimum proposed finished floor elevation is least one foot (1’) above the
highest adjacent existing ground elevation or any applicable established base
flood elevation whichever is greater; and

c. Positive drainage may be achieved without the potential for back up or flooding.

2. Other exemptions to these requirements may occur only where an undue hardship due
to the terrain of the land exists (manmade hardship, like design error, construction
error, etc. does not qualify) and is supported by adequate technical data provided bya
Florida licensed civil engineer and approved by the County Engineer or his designee, or
stormwater management improvements are provided, and the improvements are
approved by the County Engineer. Please request a submittal checklist prior to
submitting this request. The following minimum criteria shall be used in granting an
exemption by the County Engineer or designee:

WALTON COUNTY LANDDEVELOPMENT CODE | Chapter 5: Development, Design, and Improvement Standards Revised January 24, 2023
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a. On lots north of the Choctawhatchee Bay there will be positive drainage from
the lot without the potential for backup or flooding of the lot, adjacent lots, and
structures. Buildings with an FFE less than one foot (1’) above the highest
adjacent existing ground elevation may be subject to additional requirements
and will require additional engineering review and a pre-approval from the
building department.

b. On lots south of the Choctawhatchee Bay the building minimum proposed
finished floor elevation is at least one foot (1’) above the highest adjacent
existing ground elevation and there will be positive drainage from the lot
without the potential for backup or flooding of the lot, adjacent lots, and
structures.

3. Maximum building or structure height allowable shall be measured as follows: The
vertical distance or measurement from the minimum finish floor elevationrequirement
per Section 5.00.08 C. to the highest point at the top of the building or structure orthe
highest point of the coping of a flat roof, the deck line of a mansard roof, or the mean
height level between eaves and ridge for gable, hip, domed, curved, and gambrelroofs.
Building or structure features such as chimney height as required by the Florida Building
Code shall not be included in the methodology for measurement for building or
structure height.
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5.1.1. LANDSCAPING
5.1.2. General Provisions.

A. Purpose. The purpose of this section is to protect the quality of water resources from future
degradation by maintaining vegetative cover and controlling disturbances to vegetation, to
encourage the selection of native plant species for vegetation, to reduce the impact ofurban
and suburban development on remaining stands of natural vegetation, to provide shade, to
reduce heat and glare, to abate noise pollution, to provide habitat for living things, and to buffer
incompatible uses.

B. Exemptions. Lots or parcels of land on which a single-family home or duplex is used asa
residence shall be exempt from the provisions of these landscaping regulations. Thisexemption
shall not be construed to apply to residential subdivisions or other residentialdevelopments
that require a development order.

C. Landscape Material. Diversity of plantings should be strived for in all required landscape
plantings, and in no case should one species constitute more than 50 percent of a planting
landscape plan. Seventy-five percent (75%) of any plant material within a landscape plan shall
be native plants. Palm trees must not exceed more than 25% of the landscape plan, with the
exception of Saw Palmetto, Scrub Palmetto, and Cabbage Palm, which are native WaltonCounty
drought tolerant species.

D. Prohibited Plants. The placement or use of non-native noxious, invasive plants isprohibited.
Prohibited plants are defined as those prohibited exotic, invasive and noxious plants as
identified by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council and published on their Invasive PlantSpecies
List, or otherwise prohibited by UF/IFAS Center for Aquatic and Invasive Plants.

1. All existing site environmental assessments shall identify prohibited plants, exotic speciesof
plants and trees and landscape plans shall provide for the removal of these inlandscaped
areas when they exist prior to development of the site and throughout the development
process.

E. Any part of the development site which has been disturbed and is not required for naturalareas
preservation, buildings, structures, private residential yards, loading and vehicular access ways,
streets, parking and utility areas, pedestrian walks and hard-surfaced activity areas shall be
landscaped.

F. Alllandscaped areas shall be finished with a natural topping material that may include, butis

not limited to, the following: groundcover planting, hydroseed, or mulch (organic orinorganic)
of at least two (2) inches in depth.
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G. Minimum Size of Plant Materials. All newly planted landscape material to meet the
requirements of this Land Development Code shall conform to the latest version ofthe
American Standard Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1). Unless otherwise specified in the Land
Development Code, the following minimum size requirements apply to all planted material:

1. Canopy trees (Type 1 and Type 2 Shade Trees) shall be a minimum of 3inches
caliper.

Evergreen canopy trees shall be a minimum height of 8 ft.

Under story trees shall be a minimum of # 15 container class.

All shrubs and accent plants shall be a minimum of # 3 container class.

All groundcover plants shall be a minimum of #1 container class.
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H. Understory trees or shrubs shall be substituted for canopy trees when conflicts withoverhead
utility lines occur.

I. Earth berms shall have adequate plant material and groundcover treatment to prevent erosion.

J. Street Frontages in South Walton County, South Central Walton County and North Central
Walton County. All street frontages along streets classified as collector or higher and contiguous
with the proposed development and/or; located within the interior of the proposed
development and not used for street pavement, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, or driveways shallbe
landscaped as provided below:

1. The installation of street trees (canopy unless prohibited by overhead utilities),
shrubs, and vegetative ground cover shall be required for projects ata
minimum of one (1) tree preserved or planted for every twenty-five (25) feetof
street frontage, and vegetative ground cover or other landscape materials.

2. The required plantings shall be located within the street frontage areaand
within a minimum ten (10) foot wide planted area, and shall be designed and
located to enhance the proposed development project and the streetscape.

3, Such planting requirements shall be in addition to the landscape requirements
found elsewhere in this Section. All additional plantings in excess of the
requirement may be used to satisfy the on-site landscaping or buffering
requirements.

4, Trees and other landscaping required within the street frontage area shall be
maintained to protect required sight triangles.

5. Additional landscaping within the street rights-of-way may be required by the
County.
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