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ORDINANCE NUMBER 2023- ‘ %

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON
COUNTY; AMENDING WALTON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 8.5 -
EMERGENCY REGULATIONS AND SERVICES, TO ADD ARTICLE Ill. - COMPREHENSIVE
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW, TRAINING AND EXERCISE
REQUIREMENTS, AND PROCEDURES FOR THE HEALTH CARE INDUSTRY, SEC. 8.5-50
- DEFINITIONS; SEC. 8.5-51 - APPLICABILITY; SEC. 8.5-52 - EMERGENCY PLAN
REVIEW; SEC. 8.5-53 - TRAINING AND EXERCISE; SEC. 8.5-54 - CERTIFICATION; SEC.
8.5-55 - FEES; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, due to the proven vulnerability of healthcare facilities to the impacts of emergencies
and disasters, the Board of County Commissioners finds there is a need for a dedicated Emergency
Management - Healthcare Operations Program to increase patient safety during emergencies and to
establish a more coordinated response to disasters; and,

WHEREAS, in order to implement this Program, the Board finds that a fee should be collected from
participating facilities to fund the Healthcare Operations Program to conduct all annual medical facility
comprehensive emergency management plan (CEMP) reviews, facilitate at least two annual training
opportunities, and facilitate at least two exercise opportunities annually using techniques that will ensure
that the healthcare facilities under review will meet the requirements of the Florida Agency for Health Care
Administration (AHCA) and the requirements implemented on November 15, 2017 by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Florida Administrative Code (FAC); and,

WHEREAS, Rule 27P-20.003, FAC, establishes the fees the County may collect for CEMP review; and
Chapter 59A, FAC, sets out the CEMP preparation and training requirements for healthcare facilities; and,

WHEREAS, Section 252.38, Florida Statutes, establishes the emergency powers of Florida political
subdivisions and such powers include the review of CEMPs prepared by healthcare facilities; and,

WHEREAS, the training and exercise opportunities will be scheduled to provide opportunities
throughout the County (using north and south locations), as well as the annual Countywide Emergency
Management exercise which will include a health and medical component which could be inclusive of the
annual statewide emergency exercise as executed by the Florida Division of Emergency Management; and,

WHEREAS, Rule 27P-20.003, FAC, addresses comprehensive emergency management plan
review fees only but does not provide a fee for providing CMS required annual training and exercise
requirements from applicable healthcare facilities; and,

WHEREAS, to provide these services in accordance with Chapter 59A FAC and AHCA
regulations, Walton County Emergency Management is best suited and directed by FAC and ACHA
regulations to act in this role to ensure adherence, alignment, and conformity of healthcare facilities
to the County's overall Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and its annexes; and,
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WHEREAS, to provide these services in accordance with the applicable rules for the AHCA and
CMS, a fee would need to be collected from the facility to cover expenses accrued for development of
healthcare facility training and exercise in accordance with the CMS rule implementation; and,

WHEREAS, some facilities are not required to have a reviewed plan but are required to attend
annual training and exercises, and these facilities would be charged a per bed fee to attend trainings

and exercises provided by the County each year; and,

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners to collect these fees from each
facility that attends a county training and/or exercise event to fund the Healthcare Operations Program

and other associated costs.

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida
that Chapter 8.5, the “Emergency Regulations and Services” is hereby amended as follows:

ARTICLE Ill- Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan Review, Training and Exercise Requirements,
and Procedures for the Health Care Industry.

Sec. 8.5-50 - Definitions.

For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them
by this section:

Department means the Walton County Emergency Management Department.

Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations means the federal or state regulations or law establishing the
emergency planning criteria which includes a required whole community training and exercise element for
which a certificate of participation must be issued by the local Emergency Management Agency, as they
may be amended.

Private property means all property that is not owned or controlled by a governmental entity.

Facility(ies) mean those healthcare facilities covered by this Article pertaining to Local Emergency
Management Agency including:

(1) Residential Treatment Centers for Children and Adolescents

(2) Hospitals

(3) Ambulatory Surgical Centers

(4) Nursing Homes

(5) Intermediate Care Facilities

(6) Transitional Living Facilities

(7) Assisted Living Facilities (facilities designed to provide “personal care services” to include,
but not limited to senior living facilities, senior adult housing, aging in place facilities,
memory care facilities, etc.)

(8) Adult Day Care Centers.

Whole Community means involvement from the following members of the community: residents,
emergency management practitioners, organizational and community leaders, and government officials.
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County Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan means those plans developed by the Department
according to the provision of Chapter 9G FAC, under the authority provided in Section 252.38, Florida
Statutes.

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan or “Plan” means the plan that is created and submitted by
the Facilities as required by the Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations.

Sec. 8.5-51 - Applicability.
This Article shall apply to Facilities that are subject to the Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations

which include a whole community training and exercise element; and
(a) This Article shall apply to the Facilities that are required to have an Emergency Plan Review,
and
(b) If additional healthcare Facilities are in the future subjected to the Emergency Planning
Criteria Regulations, those Facilities will automatically fall into their applicable category(ies)
upon notification pursuant to Florida Statutes, FAC, AHCA, and/or CMS.

Sec. 8.5-52 - Emergency Plan Review.
(a) Facilities subject to Plan review. The Facilities required to have their plans reviewed and approved

the Department as required by the Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations include:

(1) Residential Treatment Centers for Children and Adolescents

(2)  Hospitals

(3)  Ambulatory Surgical Centers

(4)  Nursing Homes

(5) Intermediate Care Facilities

(6)  Transitional Living Facilities

(7)  Assisted Living Facilities (facilities designed to provide “personal care services” to
include, but not limited to senior living facilities, senior adult housing, aging in place
facilities, memory care facilities, etc.)

(8)  Adult Day Care Centers

(b) The Department is the sole authority for review of a Facility's Plan that has emergency plan
review requirements at the county level.

(c) The Department will not write the Plan for Facilities. They will only review based on criteria set
forth by Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations.

(d) The Department will work with these Facilities to accomplish an approved Plan each year.

(e) The criteria and policy for plan reviews will be made available via the Department web page.

(f) Walton County based Facilities shall have a "Regional Disaster Impact Annex" that will address
how their facility plans to evacuate residents and personnel to an area outside of the following
counties: Walton, Okaloosa, Bay, and Holmes, when this entire region is threatened by a disaster.

(g) The Plan review fee charged by the County shall follow provisions set forth in Rule 27P-20.003,
F.A.C.

Sec. 8.5-53 - Training and Exercise.
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(a) The Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations and the CMS Emergency Preparedness Rule require
Facilities to participate in training and exercise by November 15" of each year.

(b) The Emergency Planning Criteria Regulations and the CMS Emergency Preparedness Rule require
Facilities to participate in one (1) community wide or whole community exercise per year.

(c) The Department will provide a minimum of two (2) training opportunities and two (2) exercise
opportunities for Facilities to complete their training and exercise requirements each year.

(d) Thetraining and exercise calendar is based on the County's Fiscal Year (October 1 - September 30)

Sec. 8.5-54 - Certification.
(a) The Department is recognized by the State of Florida (State Operations Manual Appendix Z) as an

authority for certification of a Facility that participates in a whole community training or exercise
event.

(b) The Department will issue Facilities certificates of participation in whole community training or
exercise events within five (5) business days of completion of the training or exercise event.

(c) Certificates will be issued to both the Facility/entity and the individual(s) participating in the
training and/or exercise event.

(d) Certificates will be issued in accordance with requirements set forth in applicable rules, codes,

and/or statutes.

Sec. 8.5-55 - Fees.
(a) Fee Calculation for Emergency Plan Review, Training and Exercise, and Certification:

(1) A maximum yearly fee of $250.00 for facilities licensed for 16 beds or fewer and a
maximum yearly fee of $500.00 for facilities licensed for greater than 16 beds.
(2)  This rate may change each fiscal year and will be determined based on the fee calculation
set forth in Rule 27P-20.003.
(b) The Department shall post via the Walton County Emergency Management web page the
estimated cost for the next fiscal year by August 1 of each year.

CONFLICTS

The provisions of this Ordinance shall supersede all Walton County Ordinances, or parts thereof, in
conflict herewith to the extent such conflicting ordinances, or parts thereof, regulate healthcare plan
review, training, and exercises.

SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, all other
provisions thereof shall remain in force and effect.

CODIFICATION
It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners that the provisions of this Ordinance shall

be included in the Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida, and that any re-lettering re-numbering of
the various sections is hereby authorized as necessary to achieve this directive.
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EFFECTIVE DATE
This Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State in accordance with the

law.

PASSED AND QROPTED in a regular meeting of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County,

, 2023,
Gef st

Danny Glidewell, Chairman
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lex Alford, Clerk of Court

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
éﬁ

%Aa’k,inson,’i\cting County Attorney

Page 5 of 5



