


des’ ed for such navigation but used primarily as safety equipment. The term "aircraft" shall
include ultra-light aircraft and seaplanes not operated by author | personnel.

All-terrain vehicle means any motorized off-highway vehicle sixty-four (64) inches or less in
width, having a dry weight of 2,000 pounds or less, designed to travel on three (3) or more
nonhighway tires and not registered or licensed for highway use.

Animal means any animate being other than a human which is endowed with power of
voluntary motion.

Bather means any person who is in the same water as a vessel, whether said person is
swimming, wading, or engaged in any other activity in the water.

Bay means Choctawhatchee Bay.

Beach means the soft sandy portion of land lying seaward of the seawall or the line of
permanent dune vegetation.

Beach equipment means items generally used for swimming, sunbathing or beach recreation,
including, but not limited to, beach chairs, umbrellas, tents, hammocks, and volleyball nets.

Bloodbaiting means the use of blood or bloody fish parts to attract sharks.
Board means the Walton County Board of County Commissioners.
Boat. See “vessel.”

Camping means the erection of shelter or similar structures for the purpose of sleeping; or
lying upon the beach on a bedroll, blanket, or other protective garb for the purpose of sleeping.

Chumming means the throwing of bait or fish parts into the water to attract fish.

Commercial activity means an activity intended for exchange in the market for goods and/or
services to earn an economic profit.

Controlling interest in the property or that they are otherwise entitled means that the person
applying for the permit owns more than fifty (50) percent ownership interest in the property or has
a resolution, signed by the other owners of the property, which grants the person applying for
permit the authority to apply for the permit.

Designated limited access areas means the following described locations:

(1) Grayton Beach. An area extending the distance of beach described in the lease between
Walton County and State of Florida Internal Improvement Trust Fund/Bureau of State
Lands, Number 3884, dated October 1986.

(2) Inlet Beach. An area extending from the west boundary line of Lakeshore Drive eastward
for a distance of sixty-six (66) feet to be used for launching of a vessel only and not to
park or drive on the beach.

(3) Walton Park. An area extending from the west boundary line of Walton Park westward
for a distance of one thousand six hundred (1,600) feet (temporarily closed).

(4) Se: ove Beach. An area extending from the east boundary line of One Seagrove Place
eastward for a distance of one thousand six hundred (1,600) feet (temporarily closed).
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Direct control shall mean immediate and continuous physical control of an animal at all times
such as by means of a fence, leash, cord, or chain of sufficient strength to restrain the same, or in
a vehicle. Animals under direct control shall at all times have access to shelter, water, and food.
This does not preclude walking dogs on a leash.

Fireworks means and includes any combustible or explosive composition or substance or
combination of substances or any article prepared for the purpose of producing a visible or audible
effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or detonation. The term includes blank cartridges
and toy cannons in which explosives are used, the type of balloons which require fire underneath
to propel them, firecrackers, torpedoes, skyrockets, or any tablets or other device containing any
explosive substance.

Fireworks Display means large professional fireworks designed primarily to produce visible
or audible effects by combustion, deflagration, or detonation. This term includes, but is not limited
to, salutes containing more than 2 grains (130 mg) of explosive materials, aerial shells containing
more than 40 grams of pyrotechnic compositions, and other display pieces which exceed the limits
of explosive materials for classification as “consumer fireworks.”

Gulf means the Gulf of Mexico.

“Idle Speed No Wake Zone” and “Idle Speed” may be used interchangeably and mean that a
vessel must proceed at a speed no greater than that which will maintain steerageway and headway.
At no time is any vessel required to proceed so slowly that the operator is unable to maintain
control over the vessel or any other vessel or object that it has under tow.

Jet ski. See “personal watercrafi.”

Motor vehicle means any vehicle which is self-propelled, including golf carts and any rented
concession vehicle, but not including bicycles. Operate or operation means to navigate or
otherwise use any aircraft or vessel in or on the water.

Obstruction is an object that impedes, hinders, or prevents pedestrian and/or vehicular
passage. Obstructions include, but are not limited to, ropes, chains, and fences. This definition
shall not include a sign.

Permit means beach vendor's permit, vehicle permit, dog permit, special event permit,
commercial bay permit, county charter fishing permit, or scuba charter permit issued by the
County, and/or bonfire or fireworks permit issued by the South Walton Fire District.

Personal watercraft means a small A-1 or A-2 vessel which uses an outboard motor, or
inboard motor powering a water jet pump, as its primary source of motive power and which is
designed to be operated by a person sitting, standing, or kneeling on, or being towed behind the
vessel, rather than in the conventional manner of sitting or standing inside the vessel; or a craft
less than thirteen (13) feet in length designed to be operated by a person or persons sitting,
standing, or kneeling on the craft rather than within the confines of a hull.

Rafts, floats, and flotation devices mean any device, whether of canvas, vinyl, rubber,
Styrofoam, or other substance, intended or capable of assisting in the flotation of a person in or on
the water in the Gulf of Mexico, and all other waters of the State of Florida.

Sailcraft means a wind-propelled vessel used or capable of being used as a means of
transportation on or in the water, including sailboats, sailboards, and wind surfboards.
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Sand fence means a tool used in dune restoration projects for rebuilding sand dunes, which is
usually two (2) to four (4) feet high with a 1xim of 1(10) f long spurs spaced at a
minimum of seven (7) feet on an alignment diagonal to the Gulf.

Seaplane means any aircraft as defined herein that is capable of landing and/or lifting off from
a water surface.

Sea turtle nesting season means May 1 to October 31 of any given year. Solicit or canvass
means any act, delivery, or exchange not initiated by the prospective customer or which directs
attention to any business, mercantile or commercial establishments, or any other commercial
activity, for the purpose of directly or indirectly promoting commercial interests through sales,
rentals, or any exchange of value.

Security means any individual who, for consideration, advertises as providing or performing
bodyguard services or otherwise guards persons or property. All security officers shall be in
compliance with all applicable provisions of F.S.S. 493 “Private Investigative, Private Security,
and Repossession Services.”

Sheriff’s Office means the Walton County Sheriff’s Office.

Sign means any writing, symbol, pictorial presentation, number, illustration, decoration, flag,
banner, pennant, cone, or other device, which is supported by one or more columns, upright poles,
or braces extended from the ground, or that is erected on the ground, and which is used to
announce, direct attention to, identify, advertise, or otherwise make anything known.

Solicit or canvass means any act, delivery, or exchange not initiated by the prospective
customer or which directs attention to any business, mercantile, or commercial establishments, or
any other commercial activity, for the purpose of directly or indirectly promoting commercial
interests through sales, rentals, or any exchange of value.

SWED means the South Walton Fire District.
Special event means:

(1) Any use, activity, or event conducted or promoted on the beach that would constitute a
violation of any provision of this Chapter or any rule or regulation issued under the
authority of this Chapter;

(2) Any activity or event that is organized and promoted to attract, and is likely to attract, a
crowd of more than thirty (30) persons to a certain place on the beach at a certain time
under circumstances that are likely to create a need for additional police, lifesaving, or
other services; or

(3) Any activity or event on the beach that is promoted or sponsored by commercial interests,
results in private commercial gain or benefit or advertises or promotes private commercial
interests.

(4) Special events do not include private parties on private property, with no commercial gain
or benefit, hosted and attended by the owner of the property.

Surfboard means a fiberglass, epoxy, closed-cell neoprene, or Styrofoam instrument with one
(1) or more fiberglass fins or skegs attached or inserted into the belly or bottom of the surfboard.
This definition shall include windsurf boards and sailboards. This definition shall not include
rubber rafts, floats, belly boards, or boogie boards, but does include stand-up paddle boards.
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Surfing means the riding or paddling of a surfboard within the waters of the Gulf of Mexico
abutting or adjacent to the beach.

Tent means a portable shelter of skins, canvas, plastic, nylon, or the like, supported by one (1)
or more poles or a frame and secured in the ground. The term tent includes, but is not limited to,
camping tents, beach tents, and sun shelters, excluding umbrellas.

Temporary beach canvas covering means an approved container made of canvas or similar
approved by the County used to store beach items. See further requirements in sections 22-
54(g)(2) and (g)(4) through (g)(6) and 22-60(d)(6) through (d)(8).

Temporary beach storc _ - box means an approved container made of wood used to store beach
items. See further requirements in section 22-60(d)(6) through d(8).

Temporary Beach Storage Rack means an approved rack used to hold beach water items such
as kayaks and paddleboards. See further description and requirements in sections 22-54(g)(2) and
(g)(4) through (g)(7) and 22-60(b)(1) and (d)(6) through (d)(9).

Ultralight aircraft or ultralight means any heavier-than-air, motorized aircraft which meets
the criteria for maximum weight, fuel capacity, and airspeed established for such aircraft by the
Federal Aviation Administration under Part 103 of the Federal Aviation Regulations.

Umbrella means a device consisting of a circular canopy on a folding frame supported by a
central rod, used as protection against rain or sun.

Vehicle means any properly licensed, tagged, permitted device, in, upon, or by which any
pe i or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway.

Vending means offering for sale or rent or as part of any contract agreement, or the solicitation
thereof, any merchandise, services (excluding private security services), goods, materials, or
property of any kind of character on the beach or to be consumed or placed on the beach, in the
bay or in the gulf or their adjoining waters.

Vendor means any person, entity, or any person or entity associated with such a person or
entity, that engages in vending within the meaning of this chapter.

Vessel as defined in F.S. § 327.02(47), means a motor propelled or artificially propelled vessel
and every other description of boat, watercraft, barge, and airboat other than a seaplane on the
water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on or in the water, including jet
skis.

Water-based activities means those vendor operations in which the customer will participate
in an activity on or in the water. This includes, but is not limited to, ocean kayak rentals, water
trampolines, climbing walls, inflatable boat rides, personal watercraft rentals, and parasail
operations.

Water's edge means that portion of the shore at any given time of the day where the tide flows
and reflows along a water body.

Wind-surf board means a surfboard equipped with a sail and designed to be propelled by the
wind. The term "wind surfboard" shall be synonymous with the term "sailboard."
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Sec. 22-1—22-2.- Reserved

Sec. 22-3. No wake zones.
(a) The board reserves the right to declare restricted waterways within its boundaries.

(b) The areas of enforcement shall be all waters, creeks and canals located within the boundaries
described in this section for the purpose necessary to protect the safety of the public as such
restrictions are necessary based on boating accidents, visibility, hazardous currents or water
levels, vessel traffic congestion, or other navigational hazards in compliance with F.S. § 327.46.

(c) Implementation of the boating restricted areas is contingent upon receiving all applicable
state and/or federal authorizations to insure compliance with Chapter 68D-23, Florida
Administrative Code and to assist in navigation consistent with the United States Aids to
Navigation System.

(d) No person except a law enforcement officer, authorized emergency personnel, or other
person actually engaged in a rescue attempt, shall operate any vessel or sailcraft in excess of idle
speed, defined herein, in the following list of restricted waterways:

(1) Within 500 feet perpendicular from the water's edge where bathers are present,
except to go to and from the shore by the most direct means possible in a safe and
reasonable manner.

(2) Areas that have been clearly marked by buoys or some other distinguishing device
for bathing, swimming, or which has been otherwise restricted by the county.

(3) Within 500 feet offshore from all sandy beaches or shorefront bathing areas on the
gulf.

(4) In the areas designated by "No Wake Zone" signs in the following waterways:
a. Mack Bayou.
b. Buck Bayou.
¢. Black Creek at McDaniels Fish Camp.
d. Black Creek at Black Creek Lodge.
e. Black Creek at bridge on County Road 3280.
f. Lake Powell within Walton County.

. Basin Bayou.

=0

. Sister River at Steel Field.

Bunker Creek.

— o
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j. Hewett Bayou.
k. Hogtown Bayou.
1. Alaqua Creek.
m. Tucker Bayou.
n. Mallet Bayou.
0. Churchill Bayou.
p. Musset Bayou.

(5) Within 350 feet of any shore or dock along the entire shoreline of
Choctawhatchee Bay, Hogtown Bayou, Alaqua Bayou, LaGrange Bayou, Basin Bayou,
and Mallet Bayou, except that this provision shall not apply to the water encompassed by
the shipping channel in LaGrange Bayou and the water within the designated limits of the
Intracoastal Waterway.

Sec. 22-4—22-11. Reserved

Sec. 22-12. Vessel speed not to exceed reasonable speed under existing conditions.

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to authorize or approve the speed of
any vessel or sailcraft in excess of that which is reasonable and proper under the existing
conditions or circumstances including, but not limited to, the presence of water skiers, bathers,
fishermen, natural hazards or other water traffic.

However, the provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to restrict law enforcement
or rescue vessels, or vessels when conducting official duties or operating under emergency
conditions or to prohibit racing or exhibition of vessels or sailcraft during a publicly announced,
properly authorized, supervised and adequately patrolled regatta, speed trial or exhibition.

Sec. 22-13—22-30. — Reserved.

Sec. 22-31. - Animals on beaches.

(a)All animals shall be prohibited from public beaches of the County except:
(1) Dogs assisting those who are sight and hearing impaired or service animals; or

(2) Dogs owned by Walton County real property owners or permanent residents who have
obtained a permit and who maintain direct control of the dog on a leash. Proof of real
property ownership or County residency is required (such as deed, driver's license, tax
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(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

receipt, lease agreement, or voter's registration showing address). For property titled in
the name of a business, a person must show proof that tI rown a controlling interest in
the property to be considered eligible for a permit (copy of state or other document
showing percentage of ownership or list of officers). The permit will allow leashed dogs
on the beach between the hours of 3:30 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. of the following day. Any
Walton County real property owner or permanent resident desiring a permit shall be
required to pay a reasonable fee, which shall be set by resolution of the Board and
amended as necessary. Permits are non-transferable.

Owners of dogs shall be responsible for pick-up of their dogs' waste.

Permits may be issued by the Board's designee upon receipt of a completed application. All
permits issued shall be for a period of one (1) year and will expire on August 1 of each year
with a ace period until August 15 of each year. Proof of rabies vaccination in compliance
with Florida Statute 828.30(1) must be presented prior to obtaining a permit.

Owners of dogs shall ensure their dogs wear their permit dog tag on their collar, or the owner
shall keep their dogs' permit dog tag on their person while on any public beach in Walton
County.

Owners of animals with premises next to the beach are required to ensure that animals do not
run at large on the wet sand of the beach and must comply with Sec. 5-29, Walton County
Code of Ordinances.

Conviction for violation of Sec. 22-31 pursuant to 22-62 shall result in revocation of any
permit.

Sec. 22-32—22-52. — Reserved.

Sec. 22-53. Application.

This chapter shall govern conduct on the beach and water bodies south of Highway 20.

Sec. 22-54. - Regulation of use and conduct on the beach and water bodies.

(a)

Overnight camping. 1t shall be unlawful to camp overnight on the beach.

(b) Fires and Fireworks.

(1) Fires.

a. It shall be unlawful for any person to ignite or maintain, or participate in the
maintenance of, a bonfire, campfire, or other activity that results in an open flame on the
beach of the Gulf of Mexico, without a permit as provided herein.

b. No fires will be allowed within 200 feet of a marked turtle nest.

c. No fire shall be within 50 feet of the vegetation line or within 100 feet of any habitable
structure.
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)
(k)

)

can be heard by a person usit 1« al hearing faculties, at a distance of 75 feet or more from
the source of the sound.

Removal of beach sand. No beach sand may be removed from the beach.

Digging holes on the beach. Holes dug on the beach are required to be attended, shall be filled
prior to leaving the beach, and cannot be larger than 3 feet x 3 feet and no deeper than 2 feet.

Removal of water. No water may be pumped from the Gulf except for permitted construction
under guidelines established by the County. Additionally, pumping or conveying through
channels or piping of water into the Gulf is prohibited without proper permits.

(m) Use of rafts, floats, and other flotation devices. No person shall use any raft, float, body board,

(n)

(0)

(p)

or other flotation device of any description, except for a vessel, sailcraft, stand-up paddle
board, or surfboard, more than 500 feet from the water's edge.

Breach of the peace; disorderly conduct. No person shall commit such acts as are of a nature
to corrupt the public morals, or outrage the sense of public decency, or affect the peace and
quiet of persons who may witness them, or engage in brawling or fighting, or engage in such
conduct as to constitute a breach of the peace or disorderly conduct.

Generators on the beach. 1t shall be unlawful to use a generator on the beach unless it
conforms to the following specifications:

(1) Noise output must be less than or equal to sixty (60) decibels;

(2) Power output must be less than or equal to one hundred twenty (120) volts, two thousand
(2,000) watts (sixteen (16) amps);

(3) Engine displacement must be less than or equal to one hundred (100) cubic centimeters;

(4) Physical size must be less than or equal to twenty-four inches by twelve inches by eighteen
inches (24°x127x18”);

(5) Generators must have an integrated fuel tank;
(6) Generators must be contained in a sound reducing box of appropriate size while in use;
(7) Fuel shall not be stored on the beach or boardwalks;

(8) A fire extinguisher, ten (10) pounds, Class ABC, shall be required for use of generators
on the beach.

Steel blade shovel or other metal tools on beach. It shall be unlawful for any person, other
than an employee of the County, the Sheriff’s Office, SWFD, or a specific place vendor or his
or her agent, to use or possess a steel blade shovel or other metal tools made for
digging/excavating sand on any beach owned, leased, dedicated to, or maintained by Walton
County.

(q) Tents. It shall be unlawful for any person to use, erect, or possess a tent with a total footprint

la=~=r than ten feet by ten feet (10’ x 10’), on any beach owned, leased, dedicated to, or
maintained by County. Tent use as provided in this section shall be limited to the upland one-
half (1/2) of the beach, except Grayton Beach, and have a (4) four-foot walkway between tents
for the purpose of ingress and egress to the water. In no event shall this provision prohibit
private property owner, or his or her guest or agent, from using, erecting, or possessing a tent
of any size on his or her real property between one hour after sunrise and one hour after sunset.
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(8)

(h)

®
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(k)

M

o

Applicant must provide proof of general liability insurance not less than
$1,000,000.00 per occurrence. Walton County shall be named as certificate holder
and additional insured prior to beingreceiving permit.

d. Proof of required licensure, certifications, and insurance must be presented to the
Board’s designee at the time of application.

€. Applicant must hold a current OUPV Captain License and must be a certified dive
guide or dive master (or equal) accredited by a scuba industry agency.

f.  Must be certified by the American Red Cross in CPR / AED and as a first responder.

g. Additional requirements regarding beach/gulf operations, life safety vessel
requirements, and dive operations are listed on the permit application. Failure to
comply with any permit requirements may result in permit revocation.

At all times while a properly permitted boat trailer is on the designated limited access area,
the properly permitted boat trailer shall remain connected to the properly permitted vehicle.

The board's designee will issue the permits annually upon receipt of a completed application.
If the board's designee is a constitutional officer, they shall retain a processing fee as set by
the board by resolution. On or about April 1 of each year the board's designee shall submit to
the board of county commissioners a written report of the number of permits that have been
issued during the current year.

Only four-wheel drive vehicles that have a current motor vehicle registration to be driven on
the highways shall be permitted.

The fees for the designated limited access area permit described above shall be set by
resolution of the board. One decal (vehicle permit) shall be issued for each vehicle authorized
to use the limited access area. Replacement permits, for newly purchased vehicles or lost
permits, will be issued to the original permittee for the processing fee only. A detailed
explanation, accompanied by proof, such as a law enforcement report or signed affidavit, is
required for lost or stolen permit decals. Residents with permanent mobility disabilities, upon
proof of such disability (disability parking permit/placard, disability license plate, or
Veteran’s Administration 100% disability letter), may be issued an annual permit for the
processing fee only.

In addition to the designated limited access area permit described in subsection (¢), individuals
launching boats shall be required to have a corresponding trailer decal for each trailer, for an
additional fee as set by the board. The decal shall be pla. . on the tongue of the trailer.

The speed limit of authorized vehicles along the designated limited access on the public
beaches of the county shall be five miles per hour.

Any reckless driving along the designated limited access of the public beaches shall constitute
a violation of this article.

(m) Conviction for violation of this article shall result in fines imposed and could result in

revocation of the vehicle permit.
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All equipn it shall be maintained so as to promo  in attract; ypearance and to ensure
safety of operation and quality of services. Beach chairs and ellas be,  a lon
the dry beach:

a. Walton County Public Beaches

1. at beaches owned, leased, dedicated to, or maintained by the County,
items must be set up and maintained on the dry sand;

2. at a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the seawall, toe of the dune, or
line of permanent dune vegetation (whichever is closer seaward);

3. must allow for a ten (10) foot clear corridor from the lifeguard towers to

the water and from lifeguard towers to the seawall, toe of the dune, or line
of permanent dune vegetation (whichever is closer seaward); and

4. must allow for private set up space; and one continuous eight (8) foot
access aisle through the middle of vendor zone for access to the water.

b. Walton County Private Beach Parcels with Vending

1. at any beach parcel along Walton County beaches where a vending permit
has been issued, items must be set up and maintained on dry sand to ensure
beach patrons the ability to traverse the beach unobstructed;

2. at a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from the seawall, toe of the dune, or
line of permanent dune vegetation (whichever is closer seaward); and

3. must allow for a ten (10) foot clear corridor from the lifeguard towers to
the water and from lifeguard towers to the seawall, toe of the dune, or line
of permanent dune vegetation (whichever is closer seaward).

All activities related to the business operation of each vendor must be confined within its
assigned and designated area. During the sea turtle nesting season, vendors shall be
allowed access to the beach between 7:30 a.m., or after the morning sea turtle nesting
survey has been completed, or whichever is earlier, and one hour after sunset.

Each vendor shall have a trash receptacle on the site, and shall, at the end of each business
day, be required to ensure that all trash resulting from operations within a distance of 100
feet measured in any direction is removed from the beach.

Temporary beach canvas coverings_that have received all necessary federal, state, and
local permits shall be allowed on the beach by permitted site specific vendors but must
be placed as far landward as possible but seaward of the vegetation lines. Only vendors
that have direct drive-ona  :ss may use temporary beact o el 'inl” of canvas
coverings. Temporary beach storage boxes or canvas coverings must be removed entirely
from the beach, beach dune systems, boardwalks, or parking areas in the event of a
declared state of emergency and can be no larger than four feet by four feet by eight feet.
Temporary beach storage boxes shall be constructed of wood and painted white (any
exception must be approved by code compliance), alternatively, canvas coverings may
be utilized subject to the same color and dimensional requirements.
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Multiple temporary beach storage boxes or canvas coverings at a site-specific_vending
location shall be plar | at least twenty feet apart and positioned so they arep _ >nd lar
to the water’s edge (any exception must be approved by code compliance). Each vendor
shall ensure that all equipment is removed from the beach, dune system, boardwalks, or
parking areas or stored in a temporary beach storage box or canvas coverings within one
(1) hour after sunset. Failure to do so may result in fines or the revocation of the permit.
For vendors that vend on beach of 1,000 linear feet or greater, owned by the same owner
or controlled by the same owner/association, are allowed up to one temporary beach hut
per each 500 linear feet (i.e. 1,200 feet = maximum of two beach huts). The gross square
footage of the footprint of huts, including decks, must be no more than 144 square feet.
Huts must be removed from the beach for declared state of eme :ncy and cannot have
permanent utilities (i.e. must be hose/cord connected).

Temporary beach storage rack(s) that has received all necessary federal, state, and local
permits shall be allowed on the beach by permitted vendors but must be placed as far
landward as possible but seaward of the vegetation lines. All temporary beach stor:
rack(s) must be indicated on the vendor site plan and approved by code compliance.
. vmporary beach storage racks must be removed entirely from the beach in the event of
a declared state of emergency, must have three (3) feet vertical clearance from the beach,
and can be no wider than needed to hold (2) two paddleboards or kayaks. The beach
permit number must be displayed on all separate pieces of the temporary beach storage
rack and easily visible.

Beach vendors shall be required to remove any expired vendor permit numbers and
display the entire current beach vendor permit number (example 22-0000) on each outside
panel of any temporary beach canvas covering or storage box. Beach vendors shall be
required to remove any expired vendor permit numbers and display the entire current
beach vendor permit number (example 22-0000) on each separate piece of any temporary
beach storage rack. The permit number shall be at least four inches tall, but no more than
six inches tall, and must be black or selected from the list provided by the County.

No vending on private property shall occur without written and notarized annual
authorization from the property owner on a form prescribed by the Code Compliance
Department. No vending shall occur on beaches seaward of the erosion control line
established pursuant to Chapter 161, Florida Statutes, without written annual
authorization from the county and any private property owner whose southern property
line is contiguous to the proposed vending location.

(10) Vendor driving on the beach. Vendor permits that specifically permit driving on the

beach by off road, light weight vehicles must adhere to the following: During the sea
turtle nesting season (May 1 through October 31, or the last marked 1t has hatched,
whichever is later), provide vehicles involved in vending operations or special events
permitted by the county shall be allowed access to the beach between 7:30 a.m. or after
the morning sea turtle nesting survey has been completed, and sunset, and can only be
used for activities associated with the permitted vending activity as specified on their
permit. Outside of the sea turtle nesting season, vehicular beach access shall be restricted
to the period between sunrise and sunset and can only be for activities associated with the
permitted vending activity as specified on their permit. Vehicles shall not encroach on
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(e)

marked sear turtle nests or posted shorebird nestii sites, and under no circumstances
shall vending equipment and/or supplies be placed within a nest barrier. Vendors shall
not be allowed to drive through state parks. See section 22-57(r) for restrictions on vendor
driving.

(11)Beach vendors’ operations are limited to no more than 50 percent of the public beach
frontage at any public beach access. The frontage shall be designated by the Walton
County Code Compliance each year. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this ordinance
for any person to move or manipulate the device used to designate the vendors’ operation
limits.

(12)No beach vendor activities that require permanent installation of electricity or running
water will be permitted as a vending operation by the county unless properly permitted
with DEP and the building department.

(13) At beaches owned, leased, dedicated to, or maintained by the County, it shall be unlawful
to vend food or beverage on the beach or in the parking lot.

(14) Vending of tents greater than ten feet by ten feet (10°x10°) shall be prohibited at beaches
owned, leased, dedicated to, or maintained by the County. Vending of tents, as provided
in this section, shall be limited to the upland one half (1/2) of the beach.

Operations and maintenance for water-based activity operations. In addition to the
requirements in subsection (d), vendors of water-based activity operations shall be subject to
the following:

(1) The vendor must have an operations center located at a land-based location with direct
access to the beach in the immediate area where the vending services are being provided
for public use.

(2) The vendor must provide "access corridors" for jet propelled boats or vessels entering
into the Gulf of Mexico. Such "access corridors" shall be designated by the board of
county commissioners or its designated representatives and shall be posted as such. The
"access corridors” shall not exceed 50 feet in width leading to the shore for pick-up or
drop-off, and shall be marked by at least two orange or red buoys not less than 60 inches
in circumference and anchored 150 feet from the shoreline, two orange or red buoys not
less than 60 inches in circumference and anchored 300 feet from the shoreline, and two
orange or red buoys not less than 60 inches in circumference and anchored 750 feet from
the shoreline, and two orange or red cones or signs not less than 28 inches high erected
at the waterline.

(3) The vendor must have a motorized chase boat or personalized watercraft in good running
condition in the water. The chase boat must meet all U.S. Coast Guard safety
requirements. It must remain at the vendor's base of operation during all hours of vendor's
operations to be available to respond to emergencies. ...€ chase boat shall be _uipped
with operational marine radio or cellular phone.

(4) All vendors involving water sports and their designated employees shall be required to
obtain and maintain a current certification ir. ..LS/CPR for rescue professionals and water
safety certification recognized by the American Red Cross or industry equivalent. Proof
of certification must be provided with the license application and upon request.
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(5) There shall be no storage of hazardous materials (such as fuel) on the beach.

(f) Operations and maintenance for parasail operations. In addition to the requirements in
subsections (d) and (e), vendors of parasail operations shall be subject to the following.

(1) Each towboat rented, leased, or hired within the county to pull a parasail, kite or the like,
shall be registered with the county. The applicant for registration shall provide:

)

&)
4

The name, residence, and mailing address of the owner;

The name, location, and mailing address of the parasail amusement offering the
device;

A description of the tow boat and device to be pulled, including a copy of the
certificate of title where applicable;

Evidence of Florida registration;

A certificate of the insurance required by subsection (h) issued in favor of the county
and stating that the county shall receive 30 days written notice in advance of
cancellation;

Current United States Coast Guard Certification that the parasail operator is a
registered boat captain;

A letter of approval or a contract from the abutting property owner or condominium
allowing the operator to establish a pull-in site behind an individual's or
condominium association's property or condominium;

Each such towboat shall be the subject of a single application and each application
shall be accompanied by a registration fee defined in section 22-61(c).

The county shall assign a permit decal, including a number or letter and a colored field,
for each towboat and personal watercraft that is rented.

Each registration shall expire on February 1.

It shall be unlawful for any person to conduct or assist in conducting, in whole or in part
within the county, a parasail, kite, or similar ride on or above the waters of the Gulf of
Mexico or Choctawhatchee Bay in exchange for a fee or value, or solicit the same within
the county, unless:

a.

The tow boat and parasail, kite or the like used in such ride are insured and registered,
and each person and business offering or assisting such ride is insured, as required
under this division.

There is a minimum of 2,000 feet between the land-based operations of vendors.
Permanent restroom facilities are provided.
The tow boat maintains an idle speed when within 750 feet (250 yards) of the shore.

The tow boat nor a parasailer does not come within 750 feet (250 yards) of the
shoreline during actual operation (an exception exists when the tow boat is taking
customers to and from the operational area to the shoreline).
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f.  ..ere is provided for each rental location a water channel or access corridor
perpendicular to the shoreline, not less than ten feet in width nor wider than 50 feet
leading to the shore for pick-up or drop-off, and marked by at least two orange or red
buoys not less than 60 inches in circumference and anchored 150 feet from the
shoreline, two orange or red buoys not less than 60 inches in circumference and
anchored 300 feet from the shoreline, and two orange or red buoys not less than 60
inches in circumference and anchored 750 feet from the shoreline, and two orange
or red cones or signs not less than 28 inches high erected at the waterline.

g. There is a minimum of 2,000 feet between airborne parasailers.

h. A ground crew is provided that has both a cellular phone for emergencies and a shore-
to-towboat radio. A chase boat and/or jet ski shall also be at the operational site to
assist the towboat in the event of an emergency.

i. A current registration decal issued under this section is permanently affixed to the
towboat.

j.  Parasail operation shall only be allowed from the western edge of Topsail Hill State
Preserve to the Okaloosa-Walton County line.

k. Vessel launch system. Ev  towboat used for parasail operations shall have a vessel
launch system with an operable winch attached.

l.  Landing and take-off zones.

1. A landing and take-off zone measuring 30 feet wide, and 50 feet long is
established offshore. This area shall be clearly marked on the shore indicating
the landii  and take-off zone in the Gulf of Mexico.

2. Except in cases of emergency, the landing or take-off of such ride is made from
and to such zone established (beach launches and recoveries of airborne
parasailers are strictly prohibited).

3. No person shall knowingly swim within any channel properly marked pursuant
to subsection (2)f.

4. No person shall knowingly remain within any properly sized and clearly marked
landing and take-off zone established pursuant to this subsection.

5. Parasail towboats shall be prohibited from operation in any coastal dune lake of
South Walton County.

m. In the event there is an accident involving a parasail amusement, the permitted
vendor shall immediately notify the county in accordance with 46 CFR 4.05-1,
Notice of Marine Casualty.

(g) Operations and maintenance of personal watercraft. In addition to the requirements in
subsections (d) and (¢), vendors of personal watercraft rentals shall be subject to the following.

(1) ~ ‘hpersonal watercraft rented, leased, or hired shall be registered with the county. The
_lication for registration shall include:

a. The name, residence, and mailing address of the owner;
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b. The name, location, and mailing address of the personal watercraft vendor offering
the ¢ rice;

Evidence of Florida registration;

d. A certificate of the insurance required by subsection (h) issued in favor of the county
and stating that the county shall receive 30 days written notice in advance of
cancellation;

e. A letter of approval or a contract from the abutting property owner or condominium
allowing the operator to establish a pull-in site behind an individual's or
condominium association's property or condominium; and

f.  Each personal watercraft shall be the subject of a single application and each
application shall be accompanied by a registration fee defined in section 22-60(c).

(2) The county shall assign a permit decal, including a number or letter and a colored field
for each personal watercraft that is rented.

(3) Each registration shall expire on February 1.
(4) Personal watercraft vendors shall be subject to the restriction in section 22-56.
(h) Insurance.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any vendor to operate unless the vendor shall have first procured
and filed with the county a liability insurance policy, or a duly executed certificate of
insurance, the terms, and conditions of which shall provide for the protection of :
persons suffering injury, loss, or damage to the person, or to property, by reason of the
operation of any beach concession.

(2) The insurance policy or certificate of insurance shall provide comprehensive general
liability coverage in the amount of $500,000.00 and shall be executed by an insurance
company authorized to do business in the State of Florida. Additionally, each person and
business renting such devices, or offering or assisting such rides, within the county shall
be insured against general public liability in an amount not less than $500,000.00
combined single limit per occurrence, and against property damage in an amount not less
than $50,000.00 per occurrence.

a. The insurance policy or certificate of insurance shall contain a provision whereby
every company executing the same shall obligate itself to notify the county in writing
at least 30 days before any alteration, modification, or cancellation of such policy.
Walton County Board of County Commissioners shall be listed as certificate holder
and additionally insured on the insurance policy.

b. No authorization shall be issued to operate any concession unless and until such
liability insurance policy or certificate of insurance is filed with the county, and
failure of the vendor to procure a liability insurance policy as described in this section
and keep such policy on file with the county at all times shall be grounds for
suspension of the authorization until such time as insurance is obtained.

(1) Acknowledgment. All vendors shall sign an acknowledgment that he or she has read this
section and understands its terms. In addition to those penalties in section 22-62, the vendor
permit may be suspended and/or revoked for violation of this Ordinance.
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() Flag system. Beach vendors will be required to provide and display a sign or placard on the
beach at each pe tted site specific vending location, describing the established County
colored flag system. During double red flag conditions, the vendor shall have a sign or placard
placed at every site-specific location and at least every 250 feet where the permitted location
is greater than 250 feet, indicating double red flag conditions, water closed, and any violations
may result in a $500.00 fine. The vendor must also warn guest verbally of the conditions.

Sec. 22-61. - Public beach parking.

No overnight parking or blocking of parking spaces or blocking of emergency vehicle access
points is permitted in the county maintained beach access parking lots.

Sec. 22-62. - Penalty; fees and fines.

(a) A violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a civil infraction punishable by a
fine not to exceed $500.00. Each occurrence of a violation, or, in the case of continuing
violations, each day a violation occurs or continues, constitutes a separate offense. The
Board of County Commissioners is authorized to set the amount of any fee or fine that is
designated in this chapter by a resolution of the Board and may amend such resolution as the
Board determines is necessary. In addition to issuance of fines, the County shall use any
other lawful methods of enforcement and remedy to gain compliance with the provisions of
this chapter.

(b) Deputies of the sheriff's office and code compliance officers shall be responsible for the
issuance of citations for any violation of the provisions of this chapter. Any fees and/or fines
collected pursuant to this chapter are to be remitted through the Clerk of Court and placed in
the general fund of the Board of County Commissioners. A person cited for a violation may
elect to either:

(1) Pay the scheduled fine plus administrative costs to the Clerk of Court within 30
calendar days of the date of the citation, or

(2) Waive the scheduled fine and request a hearing before the County’s Code
Compliance Special Magistrate by notifying the Clerk of the Court in writing, by
phone, or in person within 30 calendar days of the date of the citation. The violator
must appear in person at the hearing. At such hearing the Code Compliance Special
Magistrate shall, upon finding that the violator committed the infraction charged,
impose a fine plus administrative costs.

(c) Specifically, as it relates to beach vendor permits, violations of any provision of this chapter
may additionally be enforced through vendor permit suspension and revocation as set forth by
the Board of County Commissioners, and as may be amended from time to time. Accordingly,
the Board of County Commissioners is authorized to, by resolution or ordinance, adopt a
violation schedule setting forth a system under which a vendor is subject to suspension or
revocation of any or all permits issued, and may base that system upon the number of violations
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of provisions of this chapter, a point-based calculation whereby points are assessed per
violation and suspension or revocation is based on cumulative points received within defined
time periods, or any other suspension and revocation methodology determined by the Board of
County Commissioner and duly adopted. Upon adoption of such system(s), County Code
Enforcement officials are hereby empowered to issue such suspensions or revocations in
accordance therewith. An appeal of any such suspension or revocation shall be to the
magistrate assigned to hear code matters. A vendor must submit in writing to code compliance
their request for appeal and reason within 48 hrs. of being notified that their permit will be
suspended.

(d) In addition to any suspension or revocation system adopted and implemented above, the failure
to pay or timely challenge any citation shall result in the immediate and automatic revocation
of all permits issued to the offending vendor, and reinstatement of said permits and issuance
of any new p¢  its to said vendor shall not occur until said vendor has paid all fines due related
to said citation(s), together with a non-payment penalty equal to the amount of the original
citation multiplied by the total number of days the citation(s) have remain unpaid, and the
amount of any permit application costs which must be remitted for reinstatement. Payment of
the issued citations shall be made to the Clerk of Court and a receipt showing payment in full
produced to the County, and all other payments for penalties and application costs shall be
made directly to the County. If additional citations have been issued or are outstanding, the
vendor subject to revocation under this subsection must either pay those citations in full at the
time of applying for reinstatement or show proof where the vendor has filed a timely notice to
contest those citations.

Severability. If any provision or portion of this Ordinance is declared by any court of
competent jurisdiction to be void, unconstitutional, or unenforceable, then all remaining
provisions and portions of this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Effective Date. This _.dinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption by the
Board of County Commissioners.

Passed and duly adopted in reqular session by the Board of County Commissioners of

~ W T 2024

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
C. WAL. N C_JINTY, FLORIDA

/25%*/ %«/_

ony “Tony” Anferjon Chair

and County Comptroller O
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