ORDINANCE 2024-

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA;
AMENDING ORDINANCE 1990-15 AS AMENDED, OTHERWISE
KNOWN AS THE WALTON COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN;
AMENDING THE TEXT OF THE TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT,
CHANGING THE NAME, REMOVING REFERENCE TO THE
PROPORTIONATE FAIR SHARE SYSTEM AND ASSOCIATED GOALS,
OBJECTIVES AND POLICIES, AND ADDING NEW GOALS, OBJECTIVES
AND POLICIES THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE ADOPTED MOBILITY
PLAN AND WITH FLORIDA STATUTES, AND, PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR
SCRIVENER’S ERRORS; PROVIDING FOR LIBERAL INTERPRETATION;
PROVIDING FOR MODIFICATIONS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Legislature of the State of Florida has, in Chapter 125, Florida St: ites,
delegated the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote
the public health, safety, and general welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statute § 163.3180(5)(i), encourages local governments to develop
tools and techniques including adoption of long-term strategies to facilitate development
patterns that support multimodal solutions, adoption of area wide service standards that: :not
dependent on any single road segment function, and establishing multimodal service standards
that rely primarily on non-vehicular modes of transportation where existing or planned
community design will provide an adequate level of personal mobility; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statute § 163.3180(5)(i), authorizes local governments to adopt an
alternative mobility funding system; and

WHEREAS, Walton County has adopted a mobility fee system, based on the mobility
projects included in a mobility plan, as an alternative mobility funding system consistent with
Florida Statute § 163.3180(5)(i); and

WHEREAS, Walton County has replaced its transportation concurrency and proportionate
share system with a mobility fee system consistent with the requirements for an alternative
mobility funding system pursuant with Florida Statute § 163.3180(5)(i); and

WHEREAS, Walton County no longer collect proportionate share mitigation from
development activity within the County; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 163, Florida Statutes requires Comprehensive Plans to include a
Transportation and Mobility Element addressing the provision of multimodal transportation; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Planning Commission conducted a public hearing, with due
public notice having been provided, on the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments on June



13, 2024 and the Walton County Board of County Commissioners held the first reading and
transmittal hearing on October 8, 2024 to consider the adoption of the proposed amendment to
its Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, after due public notice having been provided, the Walton County Board of
County Commissioners held a second public hearing on December 19, 2024 to consider the
adoption of the proposed amendment to its Comprehensive Plan, in accordance with Section
163.3184, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners considered all oral and
written comments received during such public hearings, including the date and analyses provided
for this amendment, the recommendations of the Planning Commission; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of Walton
County, Florida, that:

SECTION I. PURPOSE AND INTENT.

This Ordinance is hereby enacted to carry out the purpose and intent of, and to exercise the
authority set out in the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development
Regulations Act, Chapter 163, Part Il, Florida Statutes, as amended.

SECTION ll. TEXT AMENDMENTS.
The Board of County Commissioners hereby adopts the following text amendments to the
Comprehensive Plan which will be updated consistent with the action of the Board of County

Commissioners as set forth in this Ordinance:

TRANSPORTATION MOBILITY ELEMENT, GOALS, OBJECTIVES, &AND POLICIES
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Objective +-1-7-T-2.4: Walton County shall regulate the provision of roadway access to the
State Highway System and/or County Road Network for all development.

Policy +1.7%1-T ™ 4.1: Limit access to the State Highway System by controlling the number and
location of site access driveways and other intersecting roads according to the procedures and
standards outlined in FDOT Rule Chapters 14-96 and 14-97.

Policy 3-1-72T-2.4.2: Limit access to the County Roadway Network by complying with access
management standards as established in the LDC.

Policy +-1-73-T-2.4.3: Shared driveways or cross-access easements shall be required for
adjacent properties where feasible to promote interconnectivity.

Policy 1+744-T-2.4.4: The use of parallel roads and shared access drives separated from
through traffic shall be promoted to optimize the number of site access driveways and
intersecting roads, where necessary to maintain the safe and efficient operation of the
transportation system.

Policy +1-/5-T-2.4 =- No subdivision of lands shall occur within the County without an overall
internal multimodal circulation plan and access management plan to include easement
agreements between subdivided lands.

Policy T-2.4.6: The County shall establish LDC regulations and requirements for site related
multimodal and vehicular access and cross-access, internal multimodal and traffic circulation,
and the minimum number of primary, secondary, and emergency access connections for

development.

Objective -1+8-T.2.5: Walton County shall throughout the planning time frame, ensure the
transportation system is coordinated with the land use designations on the Future Land Use
Map (FLUM). The transportation system elements shall complement the design of planned
development regarding scale, composition, and density. The application of multimodal
transportation strategies will be considered as appropriate.

Policy 8.1 ™™ = *1-Walton County shall ensure that al amendments to the Future Land Use

Map Series adopted by the County and-feundin-compliance-by-the Departmentof-Community
Affairs{DCA)-are-transmitted-to-the OWTRO on-a-Hmely-basisfor as well as any necessary traffic

information related to large scale development activities are utilized to update to the Florida
Standard Urban Transportation Model Structure (FSUTMS) model as deemed appropriate by the

manzging agencies which-israsintaired-ptheMost Flerids Poglonal Peariae Coura HAMERRC
FRE-DMTRO,




Policy -1.8:2 T.2.5.2: Walton County shall work with the WERRC staffto-the OV, ..'0
appropriate agency, to validate the FSUTMS model to ensure the transportation needs of the
County are accurately represented.

Policy 7-1-8:2 ™" = 3: Longrange plans shall be developed and programmed through the
Mobility Plan, the OWTPO LRTP and the County CIS as needed to ensure sufficient-capacity
Iasakiniaieiniete ~ gfthn ~d~mend | OS standards is-avaitable-in-the-future to accommodate the type
and intensity of development as indicated on the FLUM.

Policy T-2.5.4: The County shall maintain a Roadway Characteristics database that includes
robust transportation related data including functional classifications of roadwe* "~ *=-#+hi~ 4l

County.

Policy T-2.5.5: The adopted Mobility Plan shall contain the County’s long range transportation

) ﬂ" whrrmn mneeidorg map.

GOAL F-2-T-3: PROVIDE A MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMTHAT SERVES TO
INCREASE MOBILITY, PROMOTE MULTIPLE MODES OF OF TRAVEL , AND IMPROVE THE
QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE CITIZENS OF WALTON COUNTY.



Objective F2.1-T-3.1: Walton County-in-cooperation-with-Okaleosa-County Transit-{OCTH-and

the-OWTRQ, shall encourage reduced energy consumption by promoting actions to increase
the occupancy of vehicles (e.g., ridesharing, mass transit, etc.), reduce travel demanc -~duce
environmental pollutants, , promote multiple modes of travel, , and strive to provide transit
access for all major traffic generators and attractors.

Policy ¥2.1+1-T-3.1.1: Walton County shall continue to work with 8cFall possible transit
providing agenci~- to increase the efficiency of the fixed-route system by encouraging mass

transit use through the application of the Concurreney-Management Mobility Fee System, Site
Plan Review Process, and the implementation of @WFRG internal and external transit plans.

Policy 1:2T-3.1.2: Walton County shall prepare-a-Walten-County-park-&ride-planthat
evaluates provide for existing and potential park & ride lot and mobility hub locations

within the MObI|ItV PIan Waken—éeantwsha#eemmw#ﬁhe%@e—%am—wegﬁmef

Policy +2.1.3-T-3.1.3: Walton County will promote the development of paths and ways for
children, parents, and care givers to safely walk and bicycle around the vicinity of schools,
parks, and other facilities where opportunities exist to utilize utility rights-of-way, drainage
easements, and the right-of-ways previously accepted by Walton County.

Policy 2.4 ™  * - Walton County shall develep maintain an ongoing priority list by
Pecemb¢ 011 for the installation of bicycle lanes and multi-use paths on County roads.
Based on the Master Mobility Plan recommendations Walton County shall implement
sidewalk and multi-use path construction projects where necessary to close existing gaps
along arterial, collector, and localroads.

Policy +2.1:5-T-3.1.5: Encourage people walking and bicycling, and accommodate people
using mobility assisted devices, through connection of multimodal projects, excluding motor
vehicles, to link residential areas with recreational and commercial areas in a safe manner, in
part by requiring the construction of sidewalks, bike lanes, multi-use paths, installation of
signage, develop inter-connectivity, and/or striping of roadways to accommodate non-
motorized transportation facilities.

Policy F2-1+6-T-3.1.6: Walton County shall encourage developments to interconnect with
one another through the following methods:
1) extension of a public or private road from one project to another.
2) extension of a sidewalk from one project to another.
3) extension of a multi-purpose trail from one project to another.
4) internal connections with all new developments, existing developments, or
parcels adjacent to the development.



5) Curbless shared streets, play streets, or motor vehicle lite or free streets.

Policy 22:3-T-3.1.7: Walton County shall facilitate the provision of bus transit stop
improvements and pullout bays along roadways through the application of the LDC and
through the site plan review process.

Policy ¥2.3-2-T-3.1.8: Walton County shall periodically optimize and coordinate signal
timing plans to reduce vehicular delay and vehicle emissions.

Policy ¥2.3+3-T-3.1.9: Walton County shall encourage the development of multimodal
travel modes to maximize energy efficiency and reduce environmental pollutants.

GOAL +3-T-4: PROVIDE A SAFE AND EFFICIENT MULTIMODALTRANSPORTATION
SYSTEM THAT IS COORDINATED WITH FEDERAL, STATE, REGIONAL,AND LOCAL
AGENCY PLANS, AND REGULATIONS.

Objective -3-1-T-4.1: Walton County shall actively participate andcoordinate throughout
the planning period with the goals and objectives of the OWTPO, and other local, state, and
regional transportation planning organizations.



Policy +3-1.1-T-4.1.1: Walton County shall actively participate during all phases of
the OWTPQ’s continuing transportation planning process.

Policy ¥3+1-2T-4.1.2: Walton County shall review all plans and proposals throughout the
planning process as it pertains to the OWTPO’s LRTP and Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) to ensure the County’s best interests are represented and coordinate the
OWTPOQ’s LRTP and TIP with the County’s €MS; CIS, and this element to ensure consistency.

Policy ¥3.1:3-T-4.1.3: Walton County shall work with the OWTPO and all the cities within
Walton County to review the feasibility of a comprehensive traffic management system.

Policy 7-3.1:4-T-4.1.4: Walton County shall utilize the OWTPO’s Congestion Management
Process (CMP) to help identify small-scale transportation improvements needed on congested
facilities.

Policy ¥-3+1:5-T-4.1.5: Walton County shall continue to cooperate through inter-local
agreements with the City of DeFuniak, City of Freeport, and the Town of Paxton in an effort to
improve and maintain all common transportation corridors within the County.

GOAL T-5: WALTON COUNTY WILL FA™"' '™~ ECONOMIC EXPANSION WITH STRATEGIC
SUPPeT nF ainnnnTe ann MARITIME PORTS

Ok i~-~--~T 5,1: Stimulate economic development in Walton County throug“ ~ooperati~-
with federal, state, regional and local agencies and plans to promote the growth and
expansion of airports and ports.

Policy 74-1+3-T-5.1.1: Walton County shall coordinate with DeFuniak Springs Airport and
the City of Freeport Port and work to incorporate them into the Counties CIE.

Obj ~e Policy F4-2T-5.1.2: Coordinate planned expansions of the airport and port
facilities with federal, state, regional and local agency plans.

Policy ¥-4-2+1-T-5.1.3: Walton County shall work with the City of DeFuniak Springs and the
City of Freeport to submit all eligible capital improvement projects to the appropriate funding



agencies for approval and funding assistance.

Policy +4-22 ™ £.1.4: Walton County shall, where feasible, work with the City of
DeFuniak Springs and the City of Freeport to facilitate expansion of the Airport and Port
facilities.

SECT*~M "' ~~NFLICT WITH OTHER ORDINANCES OR CODES.

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances of the Code of Ordinances of Walton County, Florida, in
conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SEC™™N IV. SEVERAVBILITY.

If any provision of this Ordinance is held to be illegal, invalid, or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the other provisions of this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION V. SCP™EM=P’c ERRORS.

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida and it is
hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made a part of the
Comprehensive Plan of Walton County, Florida and to that end, the sections of this ordinance
may be renumbered or re-lettered and the word “ordinance” may be changed to “section” or
“article” or other appropriate designation. Additionally, corrections of typographical errors
which do not affect the intent of this Ordinance may be authorized by the County Attorney
without public hearing, by filing a corrected or re-codified copy with the Clerk of Courts.

SECTION VI. ORDINANCE TO BE LIBERALLY ~™*STRUED.

This ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes hereof
which are deemed not to adversely affect public health, safety, or welfare.

SECTION VII. **~D'F'"ATINNS,

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, that the
provisions of this ordinance may be modified as a resuit of considerations that may arise during
a public hearing. Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version of the ordinance
adopted by the Board.



SECTION VIIl. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The effective date shall be as provided by law.

Duly enacted by the Board of C~**=** Commissinners of Walton County, Florida, at a regularly
scheduled public hearing on the lay of _ , 2024,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
WALTON COUNTY, FHORIDA

’ By:

e

Donna Johns,
Board of County Commissioners

Alex Altord
Clerk of Court



