
ORDINANCE 2025- \ \ -~--

AN ORDINANCE OF WAL TON COUNTY BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; ADOPTED 
UNDER THE EMERGENCY PROVISIONS OF 
FLORIDA LAW, AMENDING APPENDIX C OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, THE LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE, TO REPEAL 
PROVISIONS RELATED TO SHORT TERM 
RENTALS OF ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 
BASED UPON STATE PREEMPTION, AND 
REPEALING ALL PARTS OF ALL ORDINANCES 
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH, PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICTS AND SEVERABILITY, AND 
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has adopted and 
amended Appendix C of the Code of Ordinances, the Land Development 
Code, with the most recent substantial rewrite being adopted in 2018, and 
amended thereafter on occasions, and; 

WHEREAS, Florida law provides express preemption of regulation of 
short term rentals unless the provisions pre-date 2011, and; 

WHEREAS, Section 2.20.00(B)(J)(c) of the Land Development Code 
prohibits accessory dwelling units as short tenn rentals, and; 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to adopt this Ordinance to eliminate that 
provision based upon the potential preemption thereof by State law and because 
the Board has detennined that authorizing short term rentals of accessory 
dwelling units is both consistent with State law and in the best interests of the 
general public, and; 

WHEREAS, strict and prompt compliance with State law is of paramount 
concern to the Board, and the potential application of this provision may run afoul of 
State law and thus subject the County to potential liability and exposure, it is deemed 
to be an emergent circumstance with immediate need for repeal, and; 



WHEREAS, the Board discussed this matter in a public meeting on June 10, 
2025, and directed this Ordinance be brought back on June 23, 2025 to immediately 
remedy the issues addressed herein, and standard advertising was not possible due to 
publication deadlines, but the imminent need for redress outweighs any notice issues 
associated herewith. 

NO W THEREFO RE, the Board of County Commissioners of Walton 
County adopts the above recitals as true and correct, and does amend the Land 
Development Code by repealing and striking the following section: 

Section 2.20.00(B)(3)(c). 

The accessory dwelling unit shall not be available for short-term vacation 
rental. 

Conflicts, Severability. Should any prov1s1on hereof be deemed 
unlawful, unenforceable, become preempted by state or federal law, or be read 
to be in conflict with such other laws, said provision shall be deemed severed 
and stricken with the remaining provisions continuing on with full force and 
effect. 

Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon 

adoption. 

Passed and duly adopted in regular session by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, this 23rd day of June, 2025 . 

Attest: 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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