ORDINANCE NO. ;2“;2(2 "0{

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WALTON FOREVER LAND
ACQUISITION PROGRAM; AMENDING PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES TO DEFINE THE PROGRAM AND AMEND SECTIONS OF
THE CODE RELATED THERETO: DESIGNATING THE TYPES OF LANDS
SUBJECT TO THIS PROGRAM WITH PRIORITY BEING GIVEN TO
AGRICULTURAL PROPERTIES; CREATING A COMPETITIVE
SELECTION PROCESS FOR AN INDEPENDENT ENTITY TO SELECT,
ACQUIRE, AND MANAGE THE CONSERVATION EASEMENTS
ACQUIRED UNDER THIS PROGRAM: PROVIDING DEDICATED
FUNDING AND IDENTIFYING FUNDING SOURCE(S) FOR THE
PROGRAM: REQUIRING THAT ANY FUTURE CHANGES TO THIS
ORDINANCE BE BY A SUPERMAJORITY VOTE; PROVIDING FOR
CODIFICATION IN THE WALTON COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS AND SEVERABILITY: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, Walton County ("County") has many natural and scenic lands of great ecological,
educational. and agricultural significance to its citizens and the greater population of Northwest
Florida; and

WHEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners ("Board") has
endeavored to maintain the County's natural character and scenic attributes, and has adopted
“Pride Preservation Conservation™ as part of its official seal and logo and determined that
preservation and conservation is in the best interests of the public; and

WHEREAS, Walton County can protect and conserve lands by preserving environmentally
sensitive lands, water resources, forests, and agricultural lands; and

WHEREAS, Walton County aims to create a process that begins by focusing on preserving
lands, specifically agricultural lands, through the funding of a conservation easement program to

encourage and incentivize the preservation and conservation of such lands: and
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WHEREAS, Walton County wishes to fund its own program in order to protect, conserve, and
provide opportunities for future generations to enjoy and benefit from the existence of these lands, and
desires to commence the program through an agricultural conservation easement program, with the
opportunity to expand the program in future years if and when success in this initial endeavor has been
demonstrated.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1. Incorporation of Recitals. The above recitals represent the legislative findings of the
Walton County Board of County Commissioners supporting the need for this Ordinance.

Section 2. The "Walton Forever Land Program" is hereby created and codified into the Walton

County Code of Ordinances as a new Chapter Walton, and shall read as follows:

WALTON FOREVER LAND PROGRAM
Sec. 25.101. Legislative Intent.
The purpose of this Part is to establish regulations relating to the Walton Forever Land Program.
The County commits to providing funding, through a duly selected not-for-profit entity, for the placement of
agricultural lands into conservation as demonstrated by the recording of a conservation easement onto such lands

through Walton Forever.

Sec. 25.102. Definitions, Reserved.
This section shall be deemed reserve for the creation of definitions that shall apply to this
part should the Board later expand this program.
Sec. 25.103. Dedicated Funding of Walton Forever.
At part of the “pilot” program of Walton Forever, the County shall allocate and appropriate

annual funding for Walton Forever via resolution dedicated specific funding it deems appropriate..
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(a) The allocated and appropriated annual funding shall be segregated as a separate fund,
maintained in trust by the Board, solely for the purposes to advance the goals of Walton Forever, and shall
not be commingled with any other County funds.

(b) The County shall allocate certain funding from a designated funding source to the program.
A combination of applicable funds may be applied to meet the needs of the program.. Any use of funds
shall require review and approval by the Chief Financial Officer and the County Attorney before

funding is designated and pledged.

(c) Funding for Walton Forever will be evaluated every year. Funding will not preclude the County
from continuing the program using funds from grants, matching funds, and donations, nor will it preclude
the County from continuing to manage already acquired properties.

(d) For the purpose of this calculation, revenues are based on actual revenues collected
in the last completed, audited fiscal year. The Office of Management and Budget, under the Chief
Financial Officer’s discretion, must perform the calculation.

(e) At the discretion of the Board of County Commissioners, the County may issue bonds for
special purposes related to conservation.

() Nothing here precludes a privately led initiative by the public.

Sec. 25.104. Partnerships & Additional Funding Sources.

To achieve maximum impact, Staff may continue to seek partnerships with nonprofit groups and join
in cooperative efforts to best achieve the goals of Walton Forever. Partnerships may also include coordinated
efforts with the local cities who have matching dollars for properties that fit the criteria for acquisition.

Additional funding sources may include, but shall not be limited to:

1. Florida Forever;

2. Florida Communities Trust Fund;

3. Land and Water Conservation Fund;
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4. Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program;

5. Recreational Trails Program;

6. Natural Resources Conservation Service;

7. Rural and Family Lands Protection Program: and

8. Tax Increment Financing.

In addition to seeking partnerships and additional funding sources, Staff shall continue to seek
volunteers from the community to help support Walton Forever.

Sec. 25.104. Selection of Not-For-Profit Conservation Partner.

The County shall, through a competitive procurement, solicit, evaluate, and select a not-for-
profit entity, duly organized under the laws of the State of Florida, that shall be responsible for
identifying agricultural lands upon which the dedicated funding shall be used to secure a conservation
easement on, and thereafter shall hold an manage the conservation easement to ensure the preservation
and conservation of the property as only agricultural use.

Sec. 25.105. Criteria for Selecting Properties.

The County declares the priority of this program to be the placement of properties deemed
consistent with the goals of Walton Forever under conservation easements. In selecting properties, the
entity selected under Section 25.104 of this Ordinances shall adhere to the criteria set forth by The
Board of County Commissioners in resolution, with a priority granted to agricultural lands.

Sec. 25.106. Supermajority Required to Change any part of Ordinance or Repeal.

If the County desires to change any part of this ordinance or to repeal this ordinance, an affirmative
vote of four (4) members of the Board of County Commissioners is needed..

Secs. 25.107-300. Reserved.

Section 3. Codification. It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners that the
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provisions of this Ordinance will become and be made a part of the Walton County Code, and that the
word "ordinance" may be changed to "section", "article", or other appropriate word or phrase and the
sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intention, except that
Sections 1, 3, 4 and 5 of this Ordinance are not to be codified.

Section 4. Severability. If any provision or application of this Ordinance to any person or
circumstance is held invalid. then it is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners that such
invalidity will not affect other provisions or applications of this Ordinance that can be given effect
without the invalid provision or application and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are declared
severable.

Section 5. Effective date. This Ordinance will take effect upon filing a copy of this Ordinance with

the Department of State by the Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners.

Walton County , Florida, this 13th day of January, 2026
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2

Attest: %}»
»,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Do Glollge

Tony Andeﬂ)n, Vice-Chair

------

Crystal
Circuit Court And Comptroller
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