
ORDINANCE 2026- U- 7

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WALTON COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 20- TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES TO CORRECT A SCRIVENER’S
ERROR IN SEC. 20-35.- DUTY OF VEHICLE OWNER TO NAME OPERATOR IN
VIOLATION; FAILURE DEEMED PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE OF OWNER AS
OPERATOR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS AND SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Walton County Code of Ordinances Chapter 20- Traffic and Motor Vehicles
was repealed and replaced by a vote of the Board of County Commissioners of Walton County
(the "Board") on October 28, 2025; and

WHEREAS, since the passage, a scrivener's error was noticed in Sec. 20-35.- Duty of
vehicle owner to name operator in violation; failure deemed prima facie evidence of owner as
operator where an incomplete version of the updated section was used; and

WHEREAS, the Board has determined it is necessary to amend this section of the
Walton County Code of Ordinances (the "Code") to correct this scrivener's error to properly
reflect the intention of the Board and provide clarity regarding its intentions; and

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board adopts the above recitals as true and correct and does
hereby amends the Walton County Code of Ordinances as follows:

Section 1. Amendment of Sec. 20-35.- Duty of vehicle owner to name operator in violation;
failure deemed prima facie evidence of owner as operator. To correct the scrivener's error, Sec.
20-35 is amended to read as follows:

Sec. 20-35.- Duty of vehicle owner to name operator in violation; failure deemed prima facie
evidence of owner as operator.

Upon receipt of the citation set forth in section 20-30 above, if the owner of the vehicle
was not the operator of the vehicle at the time and place that the violation occurred, such
owner shall inform the agency issuing the citation of the operator's name, date of birth, and
mailing address within 30 days through a sworn affidavit. Upon such owner's failing to do so,
he or she shall be conclusively presumed to be the operator of such vehicle at the time of the
violation.

Section 2. Conflicts and Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance is determined by any
Court to be invalid or otherwise found to be in conflict with any other provision of law, the
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invalid portion shall be stricken, and such striking shall not affect the validity of the remainder
of this Ordinance. If any Court determines that this Ordinance, or any portion hereof, cannot
be legally applied to any individual(s), group(s), entity(ies), or circumstance(s), such
determination shall not affect the applicability hereof to any individual, group, entity, property,
or circumstance.

Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon adoption.

Passed and duly adopted in regular session by the Board of County Commissioners of
Walton County, Florida, this 26th day of February, 2026.
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Clerk of theCrystal

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Brad Drake, Chair
Circuit Court And Comptroller


