
ORDINANCE 2026- OH

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WALTON CODE OF ORDINANCES
CHAPTER 10, FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION, ARTICLE L- IN
GENERAL, SECTION 10-03.- BURN BANS TO ESTABLISH
ADDITIONAL EXEMPTED ACTIVITIES; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

W HEREAS, the Walton County Board of County Commissioners (the “Board”) finds it
necessary for the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of and visitors to Walton County to
amend Chapter 10- Fire Prevention and Protection of the Walton County Code of Ordinances to
establish additional exempted activities;

WHEREAS,  the Board finds that exempting propane only beach bonfires permitted by
the South Walton Fire District and commercial pyrotechnics displays only when being shot from
a barge on the water and the local fire service authority having jurisdiction permits the
professional pyrotechnic display poses minimal harm;

WHEREAS,  in Resolution 201 1-24, the Board determined it to be in the best interest of
the public health, safety, and welfare to establish an organization of the Walton County Fire
Departments/Districts to be known as the “Walton Fire Council" to act in an advisory capacity
to the Board; and

WHEREAS,  the Walton Fire Council has provided guidance and approval of this
amendment to Chapter 10 - Fire Prevention and Protection of the Walton County Code.

NOW THEREFORE,  be it ordained by the Walton County Board of County
Commissioners that Chapter 10 - Fire Prevention and Protection, Article I.- In General, Section
10-3.- Bum Bans is hereby amended and shall read as follows:

Sec. 10-03.- Burn Bans.

(a) Definitions. The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this article, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this Section:

( 1 ) Board: The Board of County Commissioners of Walton County, Florida.

(2) Burn Ban: The prohibition of any and all open fires during certain drought conditions
except for those expressly permitted, or exempted, by this Section or Florida Statute.

(3) County: Walton County, Florida.

(4) Chief Fire Officials: The Fire Chief of the county, and of each municipal, or special-
district fire service provider located in Walton County who are authorized under
§633. 1 18, Fla. Stat. (2021) to enforce the Florida Fire Prevention Code and all rules
prescribed by the State Fire Marshal within their respective jurisdictions.

(5) Walton Fire Council: An advisory committee established by the Board of County
Commissioners (Resolution 201 1-24) to serve in an advisory capacity to the Board to
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promote unified methods and actions in providing Fire and EMS education, prevention,
and emergency response activities necessary for the preservation of life and property
by fire or any other disaster within the county. Advisory committee members are the
Chief Fire Officials representing the county and each municipal or special district fire
service provider located in Walton County.

(6) Fire Danger Indexing: The Wildland Fire Danger Index (FDI) tool provided by the
Florida Department of Agriculture. This wildfire risk stratification tool is useful to
help predict local wildfire danger on any given day. This indexing is broken down into
five (5) levels of escalating wildfire risk.

Low wildfire hazard conditions: Fires are not easily started. Fuels do not ignite
readily from small firebrands, although a more intense ignition source, such as
lightning, may start fires in duff or punky wood. Fires in open cured grassland
may burn freely a few hours after rain, but fires burning in forested areas spread
slowly by creeping or smoldering and burn in irregular fingers. There is little
danger of spotting.

Moderate wildfire hazard conditions: Fires start easily and spread at a moderate
rate. Fires can start from accidental causes, but with the exception of lightning
fires, the number of starts is generally low. Fires in open-cured grassland will
burn briskly and spread rapidly on windy days. Woods fires spread slowly to
moderately fast. The average fire is of moderate intensity, although heavy
concentrations of fuel may bum hot. Short-distance spotting may occur but is not
persistent. Fires are not likely to become serious, and control is relatively easy.

High wildfire hazard conditions: Fires start easily and spread at a fast rate. All
fine dead fuels ignite readily, and fires start easily from most causes. Unattended
campfires are likely to escape. Fires spread rapidly and short-distance spotting is
common. High- intensity burning may develop on slopes, or in concentrations of
fine fuel. These are conditions which may warrant consideration of a bum ban.

Very High wildfire hazard conditions - Fires start very easily and spread at a very
fast rate. Fires may start easily from all causes, spread rapidly, and intensify
quickly. Spot fires are a constant danger. Fires burning in heavy fuels may
quickly develop high-intensity characteristics, such as long-distance spotting.
These are conditions which may warrant consideration of a burn ban.

Extreme wildfire hazard conditions: The fire situation is explosive and can result
in extensive property damage. Fires under extreme conditions start quickly,
spread furiously, and bum intensely. All fires are potentially serious.
Development into high intensity burning will usually be faster and occur from
smaller fires than in the very high danger class. These are conditions that warrant
the activation of a burn ban.

(7) Keetch-Byram Drought Index (KDBI): a measure of drought conditions commonly
used to predict the likelihood and severity of wildfire. It is calculated based on rainfall,
air temperature, and other meteorological factors and is an estimate of soil moisture
deficit. A high soil moisture deficit means there is little water available for evaporation
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or plant transpiration. This occurs in conditions of extended drought and has
significant effects on fire behavior.

(8) Increased Wildfire Hazard Conditions: Wildfire hazard conditions ranging from high
to extreme according to The Wildland Fire Danger Index (FDI) tool provided by the
Florida Department of Agriculture as provided herein above.

(9) Open fires: Any and all types of unpermitted and/or non-exempted open incineration
where the burning of any matter results in the products of combustion being emitted
directly into the outdoor atmosphere without passing through a stack or chimney. This
includes, but is not limited to: campfires, bonfires, unpermitted controlled bums,
burning of yard and household trash, burning of construction debris, burning of organic
debris, and igniting of fireworks.

(10) Violator(s): Any individual that causes, or is responsible for the ignition of, an open
fire in violation of an active bum ban.

(b) Required notification.

( 1 ) The Walton Fire Council, along with the Director of County Emergency Management
and a designee from the Florida Forest Service shall confer as the Walton Fire Council
Advisory Committee whenever Increased Wildfire Hazard Conditions are being/have
been observed. The purpose shall be to evaluate drought conditions, current wildfire
risks, short- and long-range meteorology forecast and any other pertinent factors to
contemplate whether a county-wide burn ban recommendation is warranted. Upon
concurrence from the members of the Walton Fire Council, a formal recommendation
of a burn ban shall be made to the Director of Walton County Emergency
Management, or their designee, who shall immediately communicate the activation, or
deactivation, of a burn ban to the Chair of the Board of County Commissioners. The
Walton Fire Council shall continue to confer regularly once Increased Wildfire Hazard
Conditions are observed, and shall meet telephonically no less than every seven (7)
days to further evaluate conditions and consider any further recommendation toward
the issuance or deactivation of a county-wide bum ban. Public Information Officers
from all relevant agencies, including the County, shall promptly provide notification to
the public of the activation or deactivation of a bum ban.

(c) Activation of burn ban.

( 1 ) Upon recommendation for activation of a Bum Ban by the Walton Fire Council, the
Emergency Management Director of the County, or their designee, shall immediately
draft a Resolution declaring the Burn Ban in accordance with the provisions of this
Section, for signature by the Chair of the Board. The signed Resolution declaring the
Burn Ban will then be immediately delivered to the Florida Forrest Service for
recording.

(2) The Resolution declaring a Bum Ban shall automatically renew for a period of seven-
day increments until deactivated pursuant to Section (d).

(3) Enforcement of a Bum Ban shall begin upon the occurrence of the above, and once
public notification of the active Bum Ban has been made. The Bum Ban shall
continue until deactivated pursuant to Section (d).

(4) In the event of certain environmental and/or local conditions constituting an emergent
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situation, as determined in the sole discretion of the Walton County Sheriff in
consultation with the Chief Fire Officials, the Walton County Sheriff shall have the
authority hereunder to institute an “Emergency Bum Ban” applicable to all areas of the
county and immediately enforceable upon public notification through ordinary
channels for the same. An Emergency Bum Ban so issued pursuant to this Section shall
be limited in duration until such time as the process in (c) (1) through (c) (2) may be
properly followed, and in no circumstance shall extend beyond a period of seven (7)
days.

(d) Deactivation of burn ban.

( 1 ) An active burn ban shall deactivate once wildfire hazard conditions have decreased for
a period of at least seven (7) consecutive days. This shall be determined through the
evaluation of drought conditions, current wildfire risks, short- and long-range
meteorology forecast, KDBI, and any other pertinent factors with the concurrence of
the Walton Fire Council that there are no longer Increased Wildfire Hazard Conditions
present requiring the prohibition of responsible burning.

(2) Upon recommendation of the Walton Fire Council, a resolution deactivating the ban on
outside burning will be drafted by the Emergency Management Director or their
designee for signature by the Chair of the Board of County Commissioners. The signed
Resolution deactivating the Burn Ban will then be immediately delivered to the Florida
Forrest Service for recording.

(3) Enforcement of bum ban. Enforcement of a bum ban shall cease once the bum ban is
deactivated in accordance with this Section.

(e) Exemptions.

( 1 ) A Bum Ban issued pursuant to this Section does not apply to the following outdoor
burning activities:

a. Firefighter training

b. Bum operations approved by the Florida Forest Service

c. Cooking of food exclusively within a contained gas or charcoal grill

d. Propane only beach bonfires when permitted by South Walton Fire District

e. Commercial pyrotechnics only when being shot from a barge on the water and the local
fire service authority having jurisdiction pennits the professional pyrotechnic display

(tj Applicability’.

( 1) This Section shall apply to and be effective within all areas of the County

(g) Enforcement; penalties.

(1) Enforcement. The Walton County Sheriffs Office and Walton County Code
Compliance are hereby empowered to enforce this Section pursuant to the relevant
provisions of state and local law.

(2) Penalties.

a. A first violation of this Section may be enforced by a civil citation not to exceed
five hundred dollars (S500.00).
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b. Any refusal to extinguish a fire in violation of this Section, and/or any second
or subsequent violation of this Section shall necessitate enforcement by the
Walton County Sheriff s Office as a misdemeanor of the second degree,
punishable by a fine not to exceed $500 or by imprisonment in the county jail
not to exceed 60 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

c. The provisions of this Section are supplemental to any other remedy or
enforcement procedure provided for or recognized by ordinance, State and/or
Federal statute, common law, case law, or the Constitution and shall not be
construed as an exclusive remedy or procedure available for enforcement.
Nothing contained in this Section shall prohibit the Board from enforcing its
codes by any other means.

SEVERABILITY

If any portion of this Ordinance is determined by any Court to be invalid, the invalid portion
shall be stricken, and such striking shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Ordinance.
If any Court determines that this Ordinance, or any portion hereof, cannot be legally applied to
any individual(s), group(s), entity(ies), property(ies), or circumstance(s), such determination shall
not affect the applicability hereof to any other individual, group, entity, property, or circumstance.

EFFECTIVE DATE

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon adoption by the Walton County
Board of County Commissioners, as provided by law.

PASSED AND DULY ADOPTED in regular session, by the Board of County
Commissioners of Walton County, Florida, this 26th day of May, 2026.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDAAttest:

Crystal conier. Clerk of the
Circuit Court and Comptroh

Brad Dra
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